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Editorial UK Civil Rights
Women Fleeing Islamist Caravan
Societies must be Granted Continues
Campaigning

Asylum
By Maryam Namazie The UK Civil Rights

Though women face seXsocieties, namely Iraq,Marry and domesticcaravan Con.t'”i‘ed Its
discrimination suppression Afghanistan and Iran. violence; of these 174, 1g°@Mpaign against racism
and violence in every were girls under 10, 7 and_ramst attacks and for
corner of the world, andpPolitical Islam’s first were aged 11-20, and 2(ull rights for asylum seek-

though there  arevictims are women. In Were aged 20-30. In Iran'S: On Sunday Septem-

innumerable reasonssomalia, women are and Afghanistan, women_k:gJI th]'étzi;iral‘ga:‘n;”ni'
forcing them to flee, abayoneted in the vagina; inare stoned to death foﬂC ) q tP. yt 4i
leading reason foriragi Kurdistan, 4,000 voluntary sexual relationsthensr‘;:':‘n part|C|pa ef In
women’s flight is women have been maimedPutside of marriage. enece andc?jl:ar;n%rng?rgtieg;l
undoubtedly political and killed in the name of e ot L abour confor.
Islam.  Seventy five *honor:” and in Pakistan, !slam and the Koran29

, ence in Brighton.
percent of the world’s women are accused of J

refugees are fleeing fromzina (adultery) in 15% of Continued on Page 2 Continued on Page 3
Islamist societies. Of therape trials. In Bangladesh, : :
top five countries in a period of 8 months, Meetlng with German

producing _ asylum174 acid attacks were  pPgrligmentarians on Bias
applicants in Europe, threemade on women and girls

of them are lIslamistprimarily for refusal to towards lranian Asylum Seekers

T . The German Branch of theimmediate release of all
Editor: Maryam Namazie International Federation ofdetained asylum seekers,
Iranian Refugees (IFIR)the reopening of rejected

E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk and Ot?_ers r:a"e organisedases, recognition of the
a national campalignrightto asylum for women

Tel: 0044 7730 107 337 against the anti-refugeeoacaping  Isiamist
Fax: 0044 8701294167 po|icies of the Germansocieties’ an end to
Address: P.O.Box 27236 government. The deportations, the right to
London N11, England campaign’s demands aretay and asylum for asylum

Web Site: www.hambastegi.org the unconditional andseekers.
Continued on Page 2
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. flight. The delegation requestedbeen a significant

Womgn Fleglng Is- an investigation into the increase in Iranian asylum
lamist Societies Clearly, women fleeing German government’s bias applicants in a number of
Cont. from Page 1 Islamist societies must beowards Iranian asylum countries, including
granted protection solelyseekers. Austria (118%), Belgium

require “obedience,” due to their sex. (70%), Germany (27%),
“chastity,” and The delegation the Netherlands (68%),

“righteousness” and
promote sexual violence
against women who
transgress religious norms.
Political Islam imposes its
misogynist rules by laws,
governments, courts, the
army, intelligence and

provided statistics Slovenia (57%), Sweden
compiled by the (32%), Switzerland

United Nations High (177%), and the UK
Commissioner for (26%).” During this

Refugees (UNHCR) period of increased
on asylum protests in Iran, Iranian
applications and asylum seekers have
refugee status become one of the top

f.

police services, Islamic determination, five applicants applying

terrorist groups, I which revealed non- for asylum in Europe after

assassinations and fatwas. @ conformity in Yugoslavia (FR), Iraq,
I." k. ¥ recognition rates for Afghanistan, and Turkey.

Since 1981, when the | i' — Jranian asylum

Islamic Republic of Iran —— - seekers. The IFIR also discussed the

established itself through percentage of recognition reasons for rejection

mass repression andMeeting with German rates in 1999 for Iranian issued by the German
consolidated Islam in pgrliamentarianson  asylum seekers in Belgium government by providing
power, the global refugee Bias towards Iranians  (66-7%), in Canada sample cases, further
population has tripled. (77%), in Italy (77.6%), in proving that the German
Though Western Cont. from Page 1 New Zealand (100%), and government’s bias is
governments encourage®n September 29, the IFIRn the US (89.4%) were valid and not based on
the growth of political - German Branch andsubstantially higher than in actual conditions in Iran.
Islam during the Cold War,others organised aGermany (20.8%).

and continue to maintain itdemonstration at theStatistics confirm the The parliamentarians
for political and economic German parliament withcorrelation between low agreed to submit said
gain, they refuse to supporbver 200 people. Severahpproval rates and closedocumentation to the
its victims using the racistorganizations spoke at thepolitical and economic human rights, refugee,
theory of cultural demonstration or sentrelations with the Islamic interior ministry and

relativism. solidarity statements,Republic of Iran. foreign ministry units for
including the UK Civil discussion.

In an era where politicalRights Caravan. Other statistics provided

Islam is responsible for by the delegation

some of the grosses and delegation comprising documented that conditions
most violent crimesof Maryam Namazie,in Iran continue to be
against women andNasrin Yusefi and Mina repressive though Wester
humanity, advocates ofAhadi then went into governments and the medi
women fleeing sex-basedParliament to meet withhave labelled Khatami, the Monday
persecution cannot remaimepresentatives of thecurrent president, a
silent on political Islam - Human Rights and Refugeereformer.” According to
one of the root causes oparliamentargommissions. the UNHCR, there has
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UK Civil Rights Caravan __ON benalt of the Caravangroups in the UK. Over
Continued from Page 1 for news programs thatthree hundred people par- TO endorse!
was aired on the sameticipated in the demonstra-

On Wednesday Septembegiate. In addition to tion. Azam Kamguyan Support or
27, the Caravan joined aNamazie, two Iragi asy- spoke on behalf of the f;
candle light vigil in |um seekers who were |FIR, Dashty Jamal on be_flnd OUt more
London’s Chinatown for knifed in the head and half of the Iragi Federation about th e
the hundredth day after thehand respective|y and aand Suresh Grover on be-
58 Chinese asylum seekerg/N representative were half of the Caravan. After C | R htS
were found suffocated in ainterviewed on the situa- the demonstration, ameet- VIl IRIQ
container trying to entertion in the UK and the in- ing was held with various
the UK. crease in racist attacksasylum seekers; a centre incaravan1 SEE

because of the Sheffield agreed to pro- :
On Thursday Septembeigovernment’s xenophobic vide support to asylum the Nat|0na|

28, the Caravan held golicies and statements. seekers in that city. N\ :
press conference for its C|V|| RIgh'[S

leased opposite DowningSheffield, met with asylum Exeter, Plymouth, Bristol :
Street, one to represengeekers in a hostel, and atand a sol?/darity meeting Web Slte at
each death due to racistended a public meeting of outside the London Park

violence, death in policegver 150 people. SamHotel refugee hostel inV\NWV.nCrm.Org.Uk/
custody or immigration Azad spoke on behalf of London. caravan.

laws since the murder ofthe IFIR and Dashty Jamall

Stephen Lawrence inspoke on behalf of the

1993. Speakers at tharagi Federation. Atthe  Alessandro Lopez, a leading Columbian trade
Press Conference includegneeting, a well-known at-  unionist, and Maryam Namazie, IFIR Executive
Imran Khan (Lawrencetorney agreed to assist Director at Leiceseter Public Meeting.
family solicitor), Jabez asylum seekers pro bono.

Lam (of Action 58 - rep-

resenting the 58 Chinesedn Saturday, Sep-
migrants who died trying tember 30, the
to enter the UK), Abdul Caravan went to
Kadir (cousin of FarhanNewcastle. To
Mire, a Somali asylum coincide with the
seeker killed by racists),Caravan’s ar-
Ladislav Balaz (Europe-rival, the North
Roma, a Roma who hasast Campaign
faced death threats in théor Asylum Rights
UK as well as backhome)( NECFAR)
Frances Webber (a leadingtaged a demon-
immigration barrister), andstration to protest
Suresh Grover (chair of thethe increasing lev-
National Civil Rights els of racism and ®
Movement). Maryam xenophobia being |
Namazie was also inter-aimed at asylum |§
viewed by BBC television and immigrant
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Iranian Asylum Applications Submitted in
Europe, Jan. - Jul. 2000

Country Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Total
Germany 388 299 360 306 344 342 4342,473
UK (cases) 185 150 195 315 460 430 540 2,275
Austria 208 128 147 109 223 177 385 1,377
Netherlands 224 183 150 176 160 108 181 1,182
Slovenia 21 46 166 101 119 200 313 966
Belgium 23 12 22 31 71 151 255 565
Sweden 96 60 52 63 43 34 45 393
Switzerland 35 45 49 45 49 39 108 370
Denmark 27 44 61 15 25 37 27 236
France 40 23 37 17 16 15 38 186
Norway 36 21 26 11 18 21 27 160
Other 54 22 28 20 36 28 25 213
Total 1,337 1,033 1,293 1,209 1,564 1,582 2,378 10,396

Demonstration Against
German Government's Racism END

On September 30, 2000police were forced to re-www.bundestag.de/ R/ \C | SM

the International Federaitreat, leaving behind sev-btengver/mail/mail.htm,
tion of Iranian Refugeeseral severely woundedclaudia.Roth@bundestag.de,
(IFIR)-German Branch or-asylum seekers who werénfo@gruene-fraktion.de,

ganized a demonstratiorhospitalised. lavo@gruene-berlin.de,
against racism at Zwickau gruene@landtag.nrae,
camp, in Southeast Ger{FIR-German Branch haswebmaster@gruene.de,

many. Over a hundredapproached an oppositioreinewelt@spd.de,
asylum seekers and theiGerman partywhohasprojusos @ spd.de,

supporters joined to convided a pro bono attorneyparteivorstand@spd.de, RAC ST
demn the German police'do represent the Zwickauredaktion@spd.de,

violent and racist raid oncamp in a complaintgerhard.schroeder@spd.de,

the camp on Monday 25against the German aupost@ cdu.de, Kl LL_
September to deport twdhorities. innenpolitik@cdu.de,

families. As reported ear- bundesgeschaetftsstelle@pds-

lier, a struggle ensued beProtest letters againstthe® n | i n e . d e , N G S
tween the police andrecent assault on asylunwebmaster@pds-nrae,

around 300 asylum seekerseekers in Zwickau and inparteivorstand @pds-

demanding an end to desupport of the campaign’sonline.deredaktion@pds-

portations. At 3:30am, thedemands can be sent to:
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An Intemational Network and Conferenceon  International
Refugee Women Fleeing Refugee
Sex-Based Persecution News

Over the past severabifferent countries’ ap- Kelly, Refugee Law Cen-
months, the Canadiamproaches to protectingtre, Karen Musalo, Univer-
Council for Refugees hasyomen fleeing sex-relatedsity of California, Sharryn di d 31 ref

been organizing a networkpersecution Aiken, Centre for Refugee hl_(sj(_:r?ve_rr:e :]et qge?s
of people interested in sex— resettlement of womenStudies, York University, 7, 9 10 2 *O% 8105
related persecution, withfleeing sex-related perse-Greta Hofmann Nemiroff, dead at th P i
the view to promoting bet-cution (including evalua- Sisterhood Is Global Insti- o ¢y oo o 1
ter protection for womention of the women at risk tute, Malathi de Alwis, In- re_tsl rg_ns e:Le b 0 & nos-
internationally. The objec-program) ternational Centre for Eth- p:c go.oolnce © ehglnnln%
tives in developing the net— refugee definition issuesnic Studies/Momen's Coa-° um. ovekr tenr': oust;a n
work are (a) promoting — particular issues relatinglition for Peace, Nastaran--> u:n;ee der; av::- deertl
greater awareness of sexo refugees fleeing domes-Mosavi, Ockenden Inter- g > > o0 SPOREC 2
specific elements of per-tic violence national, Lee Ann de laTekor grs_o trheece an
secution and the refugee- procedural issues Hunt, The National Con- uri %y- " Urc';ng ke same
experience, particularly in— documentation issues ~ sortium on Refugee Af- Poro r’]t € q ree gdovern-
countries where there is- impact of sex on deci-fairs, Kohki Abe, ment has deported 2,468
currently limited sensitiv- sion-making cases involv- Kanagawa University, asylum seekers, most of
. . i ) ) : _ whom were from Iran
ity to these issues; (b) faing sexual orientation and Faculty of Law, Elizabeth rag. Afahanist d Pa
cilitating information-shar- children Ferris, World Council of I:ii(tqén g(l?:rl]s z;’r:eins . :_'

ing and expertise-sharing- issues of racism as theyChurches, Widney Brown,
among those in differentrelate to protection on theWwomen'’s Rights g)/ivision, lease, September 2000)
countries working for the basis of sex-related perseHuman Rights Watch, Bar-
recognition of gender-cution bara  Harrell-Bond,
based claims; and (c) de- American University in
veloping strategies for actMaryam Namazie is a Cairo, Marguerite
tion, atlocal, regional andmember of the network’s Garling, UNIFEM/
international levels, toInternational Advisory AFWIC, Joyce Mends-
promote recognition of Committee. Other mem-Cole, UNHCR, Krista
sex-based claims. bers of the Committee are:Daley, Immigration and

Ariane Brunet, Interna- Refugee Board, and
The CCR is working to- tional Centre for Human Pamela Goldberg, CUNY
wards an internationalRights and Democratic School of Law.
conference on the subjecbevelopment, Leanne . ) :

their social group include

to be held in Montreal, Macmillan, Amnesty Inter- o join the network  men living alternative
Canada in spring 2001 national, Audrey Macklin, or for more informa-  |ifestyles a%d women fac-
Themes to include are: Dalhousie University , : . .

' tion, contact, ing genital mutilation.

— worldwide context of Wendy Young, Women'’s AL _ :
sex-related violence andCommission for Refugee Afsaneh Hojabri, (The Chicago Tribune,
efforts to combat it Women and Children, Phone: (514) 369-  September 19, 2000)

—successes and failures ibeborah Anker and Nancy

On September 16, border
guards at a port in Greece

A mother has asked for
asylumin the United States
based on her son’s disabil-
ity (autism), claiming that

he would be tortured and
persecuted if he were to
return to Pakistan. Other
groups that have suc-
ceeded in arguing that they
were persecuted or faced
the threat of harm based on

Continued on Page 6
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250 foreign citizens were2000) 2000)
International Refugee News arrested for illegally
Continued from Page 5 crossing the border withParliament member Angelag3 7 percent of Swiss vot-
Croatia. The Bosnia-Marquardt of the Party of ers rejected the so-called

The UNHCR granted refu- Hercegovina Council of Democratic Socialism said18 percent initiative, which
gee status to 43 of 145Ministers and the Parlia-Interior Minister Schily was aimed at creating an

Iragi and Afghan “immi- mentary Assembly Werewas_"q’iv‘i,ng cues o neo- 18 percent cap on foreign-
grants” who had been?t?v;]seq o r’c,a-efvallttj‘ate theNazis.” “His d‘n‘ferer’ltla- ers. Asylum seekers
stranded in Indonesia, ap-fme;n Z\Q%Lérfo?eic:’lliizfl-“?n between ‘good" for- would have been included
parently trying to get to _ . _ g eigners, whom we Ger-jn the 18 percent quota if
Australia. The 145 hadlfi€S and impose an admans can use, and thghey remained in Switzer-

been arrested on the |s£duate visa regime. It isbad’ who only incur |and for more than a year.

|ands Of Lombok and the Romani.es1 Citizens OfCOStS, |S the fOu.ndation OfThe SW'SS Vote comes at a
Sumbawa. The others'@M:  China, lraq, racism on which Nazi time when immigration
will remain until the bangladesh, Turkey, Alba-thugs base their acts ofand asylum issues are a hot
UNHCR has decided onni@ a@nd Pakistan who aresiolence,” she said in ajssue all over Europe, not
their fate. Hundreds of 4jl- Mostoften caughton theirstatement.  Marquardtjeast because countries are
legal immigrants” from the V&Y t0 Western Europe.pointed to a series of inci-grappling with an aging
Middle East have been(Bosnlan Serb Television,dents over the We(3kendpopu|ation and increas-
- : i Banja Luka (viathe BBC), including a firebombing of ingly racist trends. (CNN
picked up in Indonesia’s : aly )
eastern islands in the paspcPtemper 21,2000)  ahome in the western Gerseptember 24, 2000)
year, most of them found fian ref man city of Wuppertal for
adrift in boats heading for\UStralian refugee groupsimmigrants from the former The UK Government is
Australia. (Agence France'® 2191y thata former devugoslavia. Two children, ready to back down over
tainee has been ordered tages 2 and 3, were injuredits voucher scheme for asy-
Presse, September ZOIL _ Yy
2000) epay more than $§3,000(The Associated Pressjym seekers in an attempt
or $139 for each night heSeptember 25, 2000) o prevent a damaging row
Thousands of asylum seeky as 1N detentflon. .The - at the Labour Party confer-
ers who were to be dis-2€Partment of Immigra- The leader of Austria’s farence. Tony Blair is under-
persed throughout Britain 10" Sald he must arrangeight, Joerg Haider, saidstood to have helped to
are opting to sleep rought© P& backthe]:\ debtto thesermany badly needs ayroker a compromise that
in London rather than be2SPartment of Immigra- party similar to his own includes the promise of a
given free housing else-1°" by this Friday. (The Freedom Party to cham-ful review of the policy
where. Refugee suppor ustralian ASSOCIatedpm.n .antl-lmmlg.ratlon within months. Labour of-
: ress, September 21policies and articulateficials have been con-
groups predicted last yea , -
that asylum-seekers would?209) people’s fears. Haider'scerned that a revolt on the

be unwilling to leave Lon- underlying message wasssue led by Bill Morris,

don because of the presoPUth African Home Af- that, because Germany haghe general secretary of the

ence of people from their &S Minister yesterday no mainstream right-wing TGwu, could resultin de-
own communities, specia|-sa'd- if they are good pa-party willing to voice feat for the Labour leader-

ist immigration lawyers triots, | would hope thatwidely held fears aboutship on Thursday. Morris

and medical services.mey\’vOUICI know that itis immigration, worries be- has condemned the

(The Independent (Lon_ln their interests to reportcome pent up and are exygucher scheme as degrad-

don), September 21, 2000)(illggal immigrants)’.” pressed through violenceing and inhuman, saying:
(Daily Dispatch (South (The Daily Telegraph “It stigmatises the victim
Africa), September 22,(UK), September 23,

Over the past five months,
Continued on Page 7
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migration rules. “For tion from the 120 asylum-ficial figures, 18,147
Australia and New seekers staying at two hosy,gyid-be immigrants at-
Zealand to maintain freetels in Limerick. (The Irish tempted to cross the bor-
and creates targets for raCmovement of our peoplesTimes, September 29der illegally in the first

International Refugee News
Continued from Page 6

ist attacks.” (The Times e need to have arrange2000) eight months of the year, 36
(London), September 26,ments for migration which percent more than in the
2000) are closely integrated.”The United Nations mis-ggme period in 1999. (Oct

_ _ “It essentially means thatsionsaid the interior min- 1 Agence France Presse)
Otto Schily, federal inte- yoy have to have a comdstries of Bosnia’s Muslim-
rior minister, said Ger- mon horder, if you like, Croat federation and Serbrpe Malaysian Immigra-
many had an “interest inyhereby people who meetrepublic agreed this weekijon Department is work-
immigration, but in line sejection criteria in New to create a force, whiching with the police to iden-
with our own political, zealand are the same sortwould deal mainly with fify the international syndi-
economic, cultural and de-of people who would “illegal immigration and cate involved in transport-
mographic interests”. (Fi- meet selection criteriaorganised crime.” Thising Iragis, Iranians and
nancial Times (London), here.” “Otherwise all year we have had 18,718&ghans to Indonesia be-
September 26, 2000) people have to do if theylranians and Turks enteringore they migrate to Aus-

_ want to migrate to oneBosnia-Herzegovinatralia illegally. Immigra-
A boat carrying 47 people country or the other is tolegally...with only 3,795 tion director-general said
believed to be of Middle simply meet a lower se-exiting from the country, there had been an increase
Eastern origin has been injection criteria and thenleaving 15,000 unac-in the activity in the past
tercepted by Customs of-mgve on as soon ascounted for, U.N. spokesyo to three months. He
ficials off the West Austra- they've become residen-man Douglas Coffmansaid most of the cases had
lian coast. Customs M'n'tlally qua“fiEd_” “Why said. Turkish and |ranianoccurred in Johor and Ma-
ister said arrangementsyoyld you want to bring citizens do not need visagacca. “The department at
were being made to transpeople who have skillsto enter Bosnia. “The crethe same time will take
fer the suspected “boatinhat are not recognised,ation of this task force will jmmediate measures to
people” to the mainland, gont have language ca-hopefully stem the increas-monitor visitors from these
where they would be pacity to communicateing problem of illegal im- countries closely, and any
handed over to Oﬁ:iCials.effeCtive|y’ and that's migration,” Coffman told syspect will be sent
(The Australian Associ- yhat happens when youeporters. (Reuters, Sephome,” he said.
ated Press, September 2&jegrade your selectiontember 28, 2000)
2000) criteria,” Ruddock said. He added that the depart-
(The Australian Associ- Slovenian police arrestedment had identified Iragis,

New Zealand's amnesty ated Press, September 2&4 “illegal immigrants,” |ranians and Afghans as the
for overstayers would al- 2000) mostly Iranians, over themost likely to use Malay-
low unwanted people into weekend. A group of 27sj3 as a transit point on the
Australia, Immigration The Mayor of Limerick, Iranians, 14 Afghans, 6yay to Australia. (New
Minister Philip Ruddock |reland has called on theRomanians and  4Times Straits, Malaysia,
said today. Ruddock wasgovernment to issue workBangladeshis was appre©ctober 1, 2000)
concerned overstayersyermits to the city’s asy- hended Saturday at the bor-
granted amnesty couldjym-seekers as a matter oeler with Hungary. Another
freely move into Australia hyman rights. Ryan hasthree illegal immigrants
under open-door arrangerawn up a list of peoplefrom Yugoslavia were
ments with NZ and the two yith skills after he was caught near the border with
nations needed uniformgpproached by a delegaCroatia. According to of-
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