
Editor: Maryam Namazie

E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk
Tel: 0044 7730 107 337
Fax: 0044 870 129 4167
Address: P.O. Box 27236

London  N11  27F, England
Web Site: www.hambastegi.org

HAMBASTEGI
88PAPER OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION  OF  IRANIAN  REFUGEES

September 18,  2000

Editorial
Human Rights in the 21st Century:
An Escalation in the War to End the

Right to Asylum
By Maryam Namazie

Starting mid-September
2000, the International Fed-
erations of Iranian and Iraqi
Refugees will be travel-
ling in a Civil Rights Cara-
van throughout England for
one month with other pro-
gressive and anti-racist or-
ganizations in solidarity
with asylum seekers, refu-
gees, migrants and victims
of racist attacks and mur-
ders. The Caravan, a form
of grassroots resistance, is
demanding full rights for
asylum-seekers, refugees,
undocumented workers,

 UK Civil Rights Caravan
Begins

Campaigning Tour

The assault of Western
governments and media
against asylum seekers has
reached absurd
proportions. Under the
pretext of a “war against
human smugglers,” these
governments are fighting
an all out war against the
very right to asylum.  They
are redefining the act of
seeking asylum as a
criminal one and
characterizing asylum
seekers as “illegals, bogus,
security risks, welfare
cheats and undesirables.”
By doing so, they hope to

create justifications for
their racist laws, detention,
physical and psychological
torture of asylum seekers,
vouchers, inhumane living
conditions, racist assaults
and killings and the
deportation of innumerable
human beings.

This deceitful propaganda
war against “human
smuggling” is not meant to
create safer routes for
those fleeing political and
economic repression nor
end human trafficking.
Fortress Europe has

Continued on Page 2

migrants and victims of rac-
ist attacks, the right to asy-
lum and an end to detention,
deportation, vouchers and
dispersal, and an end to
racism and racist violence.

The Caravan’s first stops
were in Leicester and Ox-
ford during September 15-
17.  In Leicester, the Cara-
van attended a public meet-
ing of over 200 people, in-
cluding asylum seekers and
activists.  A Caravan sup-

On September 15, 1999,
the Iranian parliament
passed legislation order-
ing the removal of more
than two million refugees
from the country. More than
1.4 million of these refu-
gees are made up of those
who have fled Afghanistan.
The legislation also set the

Campaign

Against Ethnic Cleansing in Iran
deadline of March 2001 for
the total removal of all Af-
ghan refugees. Afghan refu-
gees in Iran are amongst the
most deprived section of
the Iranian working class.
The Islamic Republic of
Iran is claiming that with

Continued on Page 3
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already guaranteed that no
asylum seeker can enter
legally or safely.  In fact,
this war is meant to further
deter, restrict and endanger
asylum seekers, keep them
out and end the very right
to asylum.

Thousands have already
died trying to get in.  While
racist and repressive laws
have been directly
responsible for the deaths,
g o v e r n m e n t s
hypocritically feign
“defence of the lives of
migrants” in their war
against human smugglers in
order to conceal their
culpability in the deaths
and the repression asylum
seekers have fled.
Following the tragedy of
58 Chinese asylum seekers
found dead in a container
at the UK border, Western
governments called for
tough new measures to
“halt the worldwide
trafficking of humans” so
as to avert scrutiny over
why human beings must
hide in an air-tight
container to get to a
relatively freer and safer
life.

While the death toll rises,
governments are adding
newer and more
repressive ways to
“combat smuggling.”
France will triple fines
levied against transport
companies who carry
“illegal immigrants.”
Australia has maximum
terms of 20 years in prison
for immigrant smugglers

and has banned welfare
workers from helping
asylum seekers freed from
detention centres to punish
them for arriving illegally.
Belgium is launching an
information campaign to
dissuade “illegal
immigrants” who are lured
by traffickers’ promises of
jobs and welfare benefits
(as if asylum seekers are
taking life-threatening
measures to live in
inhumane conditions and
eat rotten outdated food).
Italy is securing
deportation agreements
with countries.  In the UK,
drivers carrying
stowaways are fined
2,000 pounds per person.

The October 1999
European council of
ministers’ lines of action
on immigration explicitly
divulge their real aims:
cooperation with countries
of origin, control of the
migratory flow and
continuing the fight against
illegal immigration
networks. The push for a
United Nations convention
on organized crime, which
includes protocols on
migrant smuggling and
trafficking and strict
provisions for the
deportation of “illegal
migrants” and an
obligation for the home
countries to take them
back, is also aimed at
restricting asylum seekers,
increasing cooperation
with persecutors and
further criminalizing
asylum seekers.

By focusing on human
smugglers, Western
governments are

attempting to channel
people’s wrath away from
their policies and their
direct complicity in the
deaths and abuses.  When
fighting human trafficking
becomes the “public’s
priority,” deportation, the
forcible return of human
beings back to persecution,
is rationalized in absurd
terms.  In Canada when a
large number of asylum
seekers entered
“illegally,” most were
deported.  An “expert”
with the Criminal
Intelligence Service of
Canada portrayed the
deportations as a success
against smuggling.  “Since
smugglers get paid after
delivering their clients, the
mass detentions and
deportations destroyed
their business plan,”
according to a newspaper
article.  There is no
mention of the fate of those
forcibly returned.

These governments have
deleted the word “asylum
seeker” from their daily
vocabulary and instead
repeatedly bombard the
public with terms such as
“illegals” and “bogus.”  By
doing so, they deliberately
strive to conceal the
repression asylum seekers
are fleeing from and their
own complicity in the
political and economic
repression in the countries
of origin.  Look at the
asylum statistics.  The main
asylum applicants in
Europe are from Iraq, Iran,
Turkey, Afghanistan,
Somalia, Pakistan,
Algeria, Nigeria, -
countries where massive
rights violations take

place.  In reality, asylum
seekers are fleeing the
intolerable.  Most are
fleeing from Islamist
societies where they can
be stoned to death for a
voluntary sexual
relationship, lashed for
“improper” veiling, and
imprisoned, tortured and
executed for political
opposition or organizing a
labour strike.

If not resisted, an esca-
lation of the war against
human smuggling will only
increase the number of vic-
tims on a tragic and unprec-
edented scale.  While gov-
ernments are determined to
end the right to asylum, the
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees and pro-
gressive organizations are
determined to push back
their assault.  Such resis-
tance must become stron-
ger, more militant and part
of larger progressive so-
cial movement, which un-
conditionally demands an
end to deportation, deten-
tion, racism, and inhumane
living and social condi-
tions.  A movement, which
demands full and equal
rights for asylum seekers.
A movement, which de-
mands the freedom to
choose one’s place of resi-
dence and work.  A move-
ment, which demands open
borders.

Human Rights in the 21st
Century
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port group was established
to support asylum seekers
and victims of racist at-
tacks in Leicester.  The two
Federations also visited a
hostel to meet with Iranian
and Iraqi asylum seekers.
In Oxford, the members of
the Caravan joined the
Barbed Wire Conference,
which voted to join the
Caravan’s activities.  Cara-
van members then joined a
demonstration outside the
notorious Campsfield De-
tention Centre.  Maryam
Namazie, Keyvan Javid
(Iranian Federation) and
Dashty Jamal (Iraqi Fed-
eration) spoke at the vari-
ous events and / or were
interviewed by the press.

The Caravan’s route is as
follows:
22-24 September: Brighton
29-01 October: Sheffield,
Newcastle upon Tyne
06-08 October: Exeter, Ply-
mouth, Bristol
14 October: London Na-
tional Demonstration
Against Racism
20-22 October: Margate,
Dover
27-29 October: Coventry,
Birmingham, and Manches-
ter

The Civil Rights Caravan’s
ongoing list of supporters:
Action 58, Active Resis-
tance to the Roots of War,
Anti-Nazi League, Asian
Dub Foundation, Ladislav
Balaz, Black Networking
Group, Narayan
Bhattacharjee, Bradford
Immigration and Asylum
Support and Advice Net-
work, Professor Lee

Bridges, Brighton & Hove
District Trades Council,
Brighton & Hove UNISON,
Brighton & Hove Unem-
ployed Workers Centre,
Bristol Defend Asylum-
seekers Campaign, Saffron
Burrows, Campaign
Against Racism and Fas-
cism, Campaign for Justice
for Carl Egonu, Campaign
to Close Campsfield,
Chhokar Family Justice
Campaign, Chinatown
Monitoring Group, Chris-
topher Alder Campaign,
Chumbawamba, City of
Plymouth UNISON, Com-
mittee of Refugees from
Turkey, Committee to De-
fend Asylum-Seekers,
Close Down
Harmondsworth Cam-
paign, December 18 Online
Network for the Promotion
and Protection of the Rights
of Migrant Workers, De-
von and Cornwall Refugee
Support Council, Dover
Residents Against Racism,
Europe-Roma, European
No-Border Network,
Exeter Anti-Fascist Action,
Exeter Campaign to Defend

Asylum Seekers, Exiled
Writers’ Ink, Farhan Mire
Family Campaign, Federa-
tion of Iranian Refugees,
Fight Racism Fight Imperi-
alism, Freedom and Jus-
tice for Samar and Jawad,
Friends of Mumia in De-
von, Gypsy Council for
Education, Culture, Wel-
fare and Civil Rights, Hack-
ney Refugee and Migrant
Support Group, Diane
Hammill, Hillsborough
Justice Campaign, Human
Too, International Federa-
tion of Iraqi Refugees, Jew-
ish Socialist Group, Joint
Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants, Justice for the
Plymouth Gypsies, Justice
for Ricky Reel Campaign,
Kalayaan, Kebele Kultur
Project, Kent Refugee Ac-
tion Network, Imran Khan,
Kurdistan Information Cen-
tre, Liban Ali Family Cam-
paign, Liberty National
Council, Mike Mansfield,
Michael Menson Family
Campaign, Mubarek Fam-
ily Campaign, National
Civil Rights Movement,
National Coalition of Anti-

Deportation Campaigns,
Gareth Peirce, Plymouth
Campaign to Defend Asy-
lum Seekers, Plymouth So-
cialist Alliance, Plymouth
Trades Union Council,
Satpal Ram, A. Sivanandan,
Southwark Day Centre for
Asylum-Seekers and Refu-
gees, Statewatch, The
Monitoring Group, Torbay
Anti-Racist Group, Frances
Webber, Westminster
Short Life Housing,
Women’s International
League for Peace and Free-
dom, Worker-communist
Party of Iran – UK Commit-
tee, Youth Communist
Organisation – London,
Benjamin Zephaniah.
(www.ncrm.org.uk/cara-
van)

STOP
DEPORTATIONS

AND
DETENTIONS

UK Civil Rights Caravan
Continued from Page 1
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their deportation it aims to
reduce the problem of “un-
employment and crime” -
the same old absurd racist
argument in Europe and
North America that seeks
to address the problem of
unemployment through ex-
pulsion of refugees and
migrant workers.  In fact,
this policy is primarily
aimed at the working class
in Iran.

Government agencies are
now actively implement-
ing this order and the hunt
for these refugees has ac-
celerated. The regime’s
thugs are physically attack-
ing Afghan refugees, arrest-
ing them, confiscating their
properties, transferring
them to special camps, and
finally releasing them in-
side the Afghan border with
minimal resources.

Despite the severe drought,
renewed fighting in Af-
ghanistan, and the repres-
sive Islamic groups, the
mass deportations are be-
ing carried out with the full
support and active partici-
pation of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR).
According to the UNHCR,
this ethnic cleansing which
began on April 8 is part of
a “voluntary repatriation
program” in line with an
agreement reached be-
tween the Iranian govern-
ment and the UNHCR.
101,122 Afghans have al-
ready been deported since
the start of the UNHCR-
sponsored program.

The International Federa-
tion of Iranian Refugees
unequivocally condemns
the ethnic cleansing policy
against Afghan refugees in
Iran and holds the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the
UNHCR directly respon-
sible for the catastrophic
consequences of this
policy. This fascistic policy
must be opposed. Join
IFIR’s campaign and de-
fend the rights of these Af-
ghan citizens. Demand an
end to deportations and
equal and full rights for all
Afghans living in Iran.

Send your protest letters
to:
UNHCR Geneva:
Fax: +41 22 739 7353
E-mail: hqpr00@unhcr.ch

Islamic Republic of Iran:
Fax: +98 21 646 4443
E-mail:
khatami@president.ir,
iran@un.int

On August 28, 2000,
Mahmoud Salehi, president
of the Saqez Bakers’ Union
in Iranian Kurdistan was
summoned back to prison
for an additional ten
months.

He had been arrested last
year along with four other

Campaign Against Ethnic
Cleansing in Iran

Continued from Page 1

members of the Union and
imprisoned for four months
because of his union activi-
ties.  At the time, he was
released without being sen-
tenced.
The International Federa-
tion of Iranian Refugees
(IFIR) condemns the Is-
lamic regime’s continued
repression of labour rights

Urgent Action
Labour Activist

Mahmoud Salehi
Must be Immedi-
ately Released

International Refugee News

UPDATES ON IFIR URGENT ACTIONS

Minoo Homily , the Iranian refugee claimant in Turkey
whose case had been closed by the UNHCR despite
having fled sex-based persecution was reopened sev-
eral days after IFIR’s campaign began on her behalf.
She has been granted refugee status.  In addition,
Roya Mosayebi , the woman asylum seeker in Ger-
many who  was beaten and forcibly veiled to prepare her
casefile for deportation to Iran, has been resettled in the
United States.

IFIR congratulates all those who acted on their behalf.

and demands Salehi’s im-
mediate and unconditional
release.

IFIR calls on all to send
letters of protest to the Is-
lamic regime: Fax: +98 21
646 4443
E-mail:
khatami@president.ir,
iran@un.int

r Bosnian Serb po-
lice detained 12 [asylum
seekers] from Iran on
Thursday as they tried to
cross the Sava River into
Croatia, a United Nations
spokesman Douglas
Coffman told a news con-
ference.  So far this week
Bosnia has detained 22
migrants from Iran, Iraq,
Tunisia and Turkey en route
to Western Europe, Coffman
said. Last month, 12 Irani-
ans drowned in the Sava
River when their boat cap-

sized as they tried to reach
Croatia.  Over the past two
weeks, Croatia had turned
back at least 309 migrants
who had crossed from
Bosnia, Coffman added.  He
called on the Bosnian gov-
ernment to clarify its policy
on deporting “illegal im-
migrants” and to set up de-
tention facilities. (Reuters,
September 14, 2000).

r Pakistan and Iran
have agreed to exchange
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information about crimi-
nals, “illegal immigrants”
[read asylum seekers] and
speed up their extradition.
The Iranian deputy interior
minister, Syed Mostafa
Tajzadeh, called on the in-
terior minister, retired Lt-
Gen Moinuddin Haider, in
Islamabad today [12th Sep-
tember]. (Radio Pakistan,
Islamabad (via the BBC),
September 14, 2000)

r Bill Morris, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union, was accompanying
a 30-year-old Iranian doc-
tor who has fled religious
persecution in his home
country on his weekly shop-
ping trip to highlight the
grotesque voucher scheme
operating in this country.
The doctor, who came to
Glasgow in the summer,
lives on £26.34 in food
vouchers and £10 in cash
each week and gets support
from charities for housing
and clothes.  (Press Asso-
ciation (UK), September
13, 2000)

r From the beginning
of 2000 to the end of Au-
gust, about 11,500 persons
were caught crossing into
Croatia illegally, said the
Croatian Interior
Ministry’s foreigners and
migrations department
head, Bozena Katanec.
Some of them were imme-
diately deported and some
were released on condi-
tion that they leave Croatia
on their own. There are now
80 persons, caught as “ille-

gal immigrants,” at a camp
for foreigners in Jezevo,
outside Zagreb.  Accord-
ing to figures released by
the Interior Ministry, the
highest numbers of “illegal
immigrants” are Roma-
nians (3,640 of them have
entered Croatia without
valid papers). They are
followed by Turks (2,500),
Iranians (2,470) and the
Chinese (527) and
Yugoslav citizens, i.e.
Kosovo Albanians (600).
(HINA news agency,
Zagreb (via BBC), Septem-
ber 12, 2000)

r The State Marine
police detained 1,131 “il-
legal immigrants” at sev-
eral popular landing spots
here in the first eight months
of the year.  From the 1,131
[asylum seekers] detained,
968 were Indonesians, Ira-
qis (102), Iranians (17),
Bangladeshi (one) and oth-
ers (43).  In the latest inci-
dent at 2am today, he said,
the Marine police detained
77 Indonesian “illegal im-
migrants” comprising 58
men and 19 women during
an Ops Nyah operation at
Sungai Condong, near here.
He said the asylum seekers
aged between 15 and 50
were believed to have left
Dumai in Indonesia at 6pm
yesterday. (New Straits
Times (Malaysia), Septem-
ber 12, 2000)

r Australian Federal
Police have charged 11
[asylum seekers] from Iraq
and Iran over “rioting” at
the Woomera Detention
Centre last month.  Eight of
the charged men are in cus-
tody at the Adelaide Re-
mand Centre, three are be-

ing held at the Woomera
Detention Centre.  One has
been given bail to appear at
the Port Augusta Magis-
trates Court next month, the
remainder will appear in
the Adelaide Magistrates
Court on September 22.
They have been charged
with public order offences
and obstructing police.  It
brings to 18 the total num-
ber of people charged fol-
lowing last month’s inci-
dent at Woomera. (Austra-
lian Broadcasting Corpo-
ration, September 12,
2000)

r Fifteen people
jumped off a train at the
Channel Tunnel complex in
Folkestone, Kent, includ-
ing two Romanians, seven
Bangladeshis, three Iraqis
and three Iranians. They
were all arrested. (Daily
Mail (London), September
6, 2000)

r The federal govern-
ment is under fire over its
move to deport “failed asy-
lum seekers” even if their
application for refugee sta-
tus is under review by the
United Nations.  Opposi-
tion Leader Kim Beazley
said it was disgraceful that
Immigration Minister
Philip Ruddock, had rec-
ommended withdrawing
from the complaints pro-
cess of the International
Convention Against Tor-
ture.  (The Associated
Press, September 5, 2000)

r Eighteen Iranian
nationals, including two
children, were detained
Tuesday by Bosnian police
while attempting to ille-
gally cross into Croatia.

The group was arrested
near Brcko, in the north-
west of the country.
(Agence France Presse,
September 5, 2000)

r Turkish security
forces have detained 179
[asylum seekers] in the east-
ern province of Van.  Dur-
ing the previous 48 hours,
security forces detained 51
Iraqis on the back of a truck
they stopped near the town
of Gurpinar in Van prov-
ince bordering Iran.  In a
second operation, 43 Iraqi
and 8 Uzbek nationals were
caught while walking on
foot towards Gurpinar.
Troops in Edirne province,
which borders Greece, de-
tained 69 [asylum seekers],
including Iranians, Iraqis,
Afghanis and Palestinians.
Since January, more than
5,000 people have been
detained in Turkey while
trying to reach Europe.
(Agence France Presse,
September 4, 2000)

r Five “illegal immi-
grants” charged with prop-
erty offences in relation to
the riots, who appeared in
the Adelaide Magistrates
Court - four Iraqis and one
Iranian ranging in age from
21 to 31 - were remanded
in custody by Magistrate
Tony Newman to appear
again next Tuesday.  All
have been charged with
property offences. Ahadee
also faces a charge of physi-
cal violence. The men ap-
peared today handcuffed
and flanked by court guards
during their brief, indi-
vidual hearings in which

International Refugee News
Continued from Page 4
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Hambastegi  88 - September 18, 2000 6

they all remained silent.
Charged are Ahadee,
Bahman Darabi, 25, Farid
Sameri, 24, Farhad Guraat,
21 and Fersheed
Mokhtaryan, who was
listed as being born in 1969.
Twenty-four of the refugee
seekers were removed from
the centre last Tuesday and
taken to the Adelaide Re-
mand Centre, where they
remain in custody. Austra-
lian Federal Police expect
to lay more charges by the
end of this week. (The As-
sociated Press, September
4, 2000)

r Refugee groups to-
day warned of more riots
like this week’s Woomera
detention centre rampage
unless the government
changes its treatment of
asylum-seekers.  At a rally
outside the Department of
Immigration in Sydney, pro-
testers voiced their support
for the rebellion at the South
Australian complex.  “We
wholeheartedly support and
understand why this hap-
pened as refugees have
been denied their rights in
every way,” Ian Rintoul,
spokesman for the Refugee
Action Collective, said.
“There is no other way to
make their voices heard and
we are here to tell (Immi-
gration Minister Philip)
Ruddock that he’s going to
continue to see riots in de-
tention centres and protests
on the streets.”  A former
refugee from Iran, who
would only give the name
Cyrus, accused Mr Rud-
dock of being racist against

Middle East refugees.
“What (Ruddock) has done
to refugees in this country
is shameful - detention cen-
tres are Nazi camps,” he
said.  Maqsood Alshams, a
Bangladeshi journalist,
who was released from
Villawood detention Cen-
tre in Sydney four months
ago, said conditions were
inhumane for detainees.
“There are not enough beds,
people have to sleep on
mattresses on the floor,
there were food shortages
five times in January, they
gave us expired medicines
and assaults on detainees
are common,” Mr. Alshams
said.  The protesters called
on the government to end
mandatory detention of asy-
lum seekers and grant full
rights to refugees instead of
temporary visas. (The As-
sociated Press, September
1, 2000)

r Police retrieved the
bodies of another five Ira-
nians who drowned after
their boat carrying at least
20 “illegal immigrants”
capsized in the river sepa-
rating Bosnia and Croatia.
The find of the five bodies
raised the official death toll
to twelve, including three
children, since the ill-fated
crossing on Tuesday.  At
least four Iranians also
drowned while trying to
cross the Sava River to
Croatia on their way to
Western European coun-
tries in May.  In the first six
months of this year,
Croatian customs officers
detained more than 5,000
people for allegedly trying
to cross the border ille-
gally.  (The Associated
Press, August 31, 2000)

r Croatian police
have handed over to
Bosnian police 66 “illegal
immigrants” from Iran, Iraq
and Turkey, U.N. officials
said Thursday.  They were
detained in Croatia after
transiting through Bosnia
en route to Western Eu-
rope.  The 13 Iraqis, 47
Iranians and 6 Turks were
discovered hiding in the
back of a large truck. They
were handed to the Bosnians
at a border crossing.  Inter-
national officials estimate
that some 20,000 migrants
try to reach the West every
year.  Croatian police also
informed the U.N. that they
sighted two more bodies in
the Sava River on Thurs-
day morning and were try-
ing to retrieve them. The
bodies of four adults and
three children were found
earlier this week. The vic-
tims belonged to a group of
Iranians whose boat cap-
sized Tuesday while they
were trying to cross the
river to Croatia. (The As-
sociated Press, August 31,
2000)

r Enduring the heat,
about 20 Iranian and
Bangladeshi children
chanted, “give us visas”
and “be fair when making
the decision” in Japanese
from 9 a.m. through 5 p.m.
The children are among 64
overstayers who have
turned themselves over to
immigration authorities to
seek residency since Sept.
1, 1999.  (Asahi News,
August 29, 2000)

r Up to nine Iranians
are believed to have
drowned when their boat

capsized while they were
trying to illegally cross the
northern Bosnian border to
Croatia, the United Nations
said on Tuesday.  One of
the two boats carrying Ira-
nians across the Sava River
a border between Bosnia
and Croatia turned over
with 10 persons on board
near the northern Bosnian
town of Bosanski Brod.
One survivor reached the
Bosnian bank of the river
Sava and informed the lo-
cal police that the others
probably drowned. Several
persons, in the other boat
that crossed safely, have
been detained by the
Croatian police on the other
side. Police from both
countries are searching the
river and its banks for ei-
ther survivors or bodies of
those who drowned, he
said.  The Iranians arrived
in Bosnia on Monday, on a
flight from Istanbul. This is
the second time in recent
months that Iranians
drowned while trying to
cross the Sava River to
Croatia on their way to
western Europe. At least
four drowned in May. (The
Associated Press, August
29, 2000)

r Bosnian police ar-
rested 31 Iranians and 25
Kurds for trying to enter or
leave the country illegally.
25 Kurds were appre-
hended while trying to en-
ter Croatia.  None of the
group, which included 20
men, 1 woman and 4 chil-
dren, possessed any per-
sonal documents.  Also,
over the weekend, local

International Refugee News
Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 7
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police informed interna-
tional policemen that 31
Iranians were detained for
attempting to cross into
Bosnia without documents.
All those apprehended will
be deported to their home
countries. (The Associated
Press, August 22, 2000)

International Refugee News
Continued from Page 6

Mission

The International Federa-
tion of Iranian Refugees
(IFIR) is committed to or-
ganizing Iranian refugees
and asylum seekers in sup-
port of political and social
campaigns which:

* defend refugee and hu-
man rights,

* expose the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and oppose
the infiltration of its agents
among Iranians abroad,

* reveal the progressive
and modern character of
Iranian refugees in contrast
to usual negative and reac-
tionary portrayals,

* create a radical and pro-
gressive environment
among Iranians abroad,
and

* place this force along-
side the progressive forces
in their countries of resi-
dence.

Past Accom-
plishments

IFIR's accomplishments
over the years are many.
Recent examples are sum-
marized below.

* International Efforts
Against Turkish Govern-
ment Successful, Septem-
ber 1997:  IFIR's campaign
against the Turkish
government's decision to
deport 600 asylum seekers
succeeded in canceling
their deportation orders,
gaining transit visas for
those refugees who had
been deported to Iraq prior
to the initiation of the cam-
paign, and gaining exit vi-
sas for those being trans-
ferred to a safe resettle-
ment country.

* The Dutch Government
Backs Down, October
1997:  On October 20,
1997 a five-member IFIR
delegation was invited to
speak at a parliamentary
hearing about the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs' (MFA)

June 5, 1997 report on Iran.
The IFIR Netherlands
Branch also organized
mass demonstrations and a
sit-in to oppose the Dutch
government's efforts to de-
port Iranian asylum seek-
ers based on a report
which effectively deemed
Iran a safe country.  In the
face of such strong oppo-
sition, the Ministry called
for an end to deportations
until further investigations
were made into the situa-
tion in Iran.

* Iranian Refugees in Iraq
end Successful Sit-in, Sep-
tember 1998:  Faced with
local pressure from Iranian
refugees in Iraqi Kurdistan
who has organized a sit-in
as well international pres-
sure coordinated by IFIR,
the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) finally ad-
dressed the legitimate de-
mands of the refugees.  The
UNHCR Iraq Branch Of-
fice agreed to the follow-
ing: - Monthly food rations
are to be doubled and ad-
ditional blankets and
cooking materials will be
distributed.  - Medical ser-
vices as well as pharma-
ceuticals will be provided.
- The refugee determina-
tion process will be expe-
dited.  - In 1999, 1,500 to
2,000 refugees will be
transferred from Iraqi
Kurdistan to safe third

WHAT
IS IFIR?

countries.

* The Anti-Refugee Poli-
cies of the German Gov-
ernment is Condemned,
September 1998:  A pro-
test campaign summoned
by the IFIR German Branch
and three other organiza-
tions was endorsed by
more than 200 organiza-
tions.  More than 30 thou-
sand individuals partici-
pated in the actions which
took place in 36 cities
throughout Germany.

* International Solidarity
for the Struggle of Iranian
Refugees in Canada, Octo-
ber 5, 1998:  With the IFIR
Canadian Branch's initia-
tive, ongoing protests have
culminated into an expan-
sive and national "Cam-
paign Against the Federal
Government Attacks on
Immigrants and Refugees,"
comprising workers',
women's, humanitarian
and socialist organiza-
tions, including Ontario
Coalition Against Poverty
(OCAP), a renown labor
organization. The Cam-
paign has gained public
support through demon-
strations, and actions, in-
cluding occupying of gov-
ernment centers.

www.hambastegi.org



Hambastegi  88 - September 18, 2000 8

AZERBAIJAN
National Office
Khosro Mohebbi
PO Box 246
Baku 370,000 Centre
Tel: +99 450 3246259

BELGIUM
National Office
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
Bruxelles 1000
Tel: +478 904 163
Hossein@freegates.be

CANADA
National Office
Siamak Amjadi
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3
Fax: +1 416-927-1249
siamak_amjadi@yahoo.ca

Other Offices
Toronto
Vancouver
London
Ottawa

DENMARK
National Office
Mahmoud Gasvini
2300 Kobehhavn S
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk

ENGLAND
National Office
Diana Nammi
London WCIN 3XX
Tel: 07931866985
ifiruk@yahoo.com

IFIR OFFICES WORLDWIDE
GERMANY
National Office
Nasrin Yosefi
Nyosefi27@aol.com
Mobil: 0172- 40 28 563

Other Offices
Berlin
Bochum
Bremen
Darmstadt
Dortmund
Essen
Frankfurt
Giessen
Gottingen
Hanover
Kassel
Köln
Münster
Würzburg

HOLLAND
National Office
Parisa Pouyandeh
3013 AL Rotterdam
Tel: +31 10 233 0560

IRAQ
Clandestine Offices
Soleimaniyeh
Hagir Saeedi

Erbil Office
Bakhtiyar Mirzaie

FINLAND
National Office
Amir Tavakoli

65320 Vaasa
Tel:  +358 405821776
tavakoli@hotmail.com

Other Offices
Vaasa
Jyvaskyla
Tampere

NORWAY
National Office
Mohammad Mohammadi
0319 Oslo
Tel: +4799723127
E-mail:
solmaz@frisurf.no

PAKISTAN (1 Office)

Islamabad Clandestine
Office
Farhad Keyvan

SWEDEN
National Office
Esmaeil Moloodi
404 23 Göteborg
Tel: 704920349
E-mail:
ifrs@hotmail.com

Other Offices
Göteborg
Linköping
Malmö
Stockholm

SWITZERLAND
National Office
Fareidun Gholam Weisi

Postfach 90
3098 Schliern B. Koniz
Tel: +41 763736743

Other Offices
Bern
Zurich
Lusanne

TURKEY
Clandestine Offices
Nigde
Nevsehir
Kaysari
Agri
Van
Afyon
Kirsehir
Istanbul

UNITED STATES
National Office
New York Office
Sogand Saadat
GPO, PO Box 7051
New York, NY 10116
Tel: 1-212-747-1046
Fax: 1-212-425-7260
E-mail: ifiric@aol.com

Other Offices
Dallas
Los Angeles

Executive Director:
Maryam Namazie
Deputy Director:

Keyvan Javid


