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Abas Amini Isgranted leaveto remaninthe UK

All Iranian asylum seekersand thosefleeing political Idam and represson must

be granted protection

Maryam Namazie, Executive Director
| nternational Federation of Iranian

Refugees, ifir@ukonline.co.uk

May 29, 2003
|

before our very eyes says
much about an inhuman
asylumpolicy that hasdriven
Amini to stitch hiseyes and
lipstogether andwanttotake
his own life. It says much
about a policy that forces
human beings like Amini, a
young man of 33 who has
struggled so long and hard
against thelslamic Republic
of lran, survived torture,
mock executions and years
of imprisonment, flight and
separation from his spouse
and children to take such
desperate measures. During
histwoyear long application
for asylum in the UK, he

faced lengthy delays and
adjournments; hisapplication
was adjourned five times
beforethetribunal’ shearing
last month, three times
because he was given the
wrong trandator. Inthislast
instance, the Home Office
had sought leave to appeal
after it failed to send a
representative to his
successful hearing. Amini’s
case also reveals the misery
and rightlessness of asylum
seekersinthe UK hedid not
have access to proper
medical carein Nottingham

and at one stage was denied
continued on page 2

An independent appeals
tribunal rejected the UK
HomeOffice spermissionto
appeal against AbasAmini’s
leave to remain in the UK.
Y esterday afternoon, 28May,
Abas solicitor was faxed
with the Tribunal judge's
decision not to allow the
Home Office appeal against
the Adjudicator to go ahead.
Thejudge argued that their
were no legal grounds for
such an appeal, that Abas
had been a credible witness
at adjudication, with an
account consistent with
country reports on Iran and
substantiated by medical
evidence. Thejudgesaidthat
Abashadbeenabletoanswer
the objections raised by the
Home Office in their initial

refusal of asylum. Last night,
the Home Office said it had
accepted the ruling by the
tribuna confirmingthat Abas
Amini had been granted
asylum. Therefore, Amini will
beallowedtostay. Y et Amini
who hasstitched hislips, ears
and eyes will nonetheless
continueshishunger striketo
raisethewiderissueof unfair
determination procedures, the
righttoasylumand protection
from deportation of Iranians
and all those fleeing
repressionandpolitical Idam.
His doctor says his kidneys
will soonstopfunctioningand
he will go into a coma; he
nonethel ess refuses medical
intervention, food andwater.

Thishumantragedy unfolding

AbasAmini’sbrother holds
the British government
respongblefor hisWedlbang

Today, Abas Amini’s brother, Eskandar Amini issued a
statement to the press viathe International Federation of
Iranian Refugees. His statement is as follows:

‘We hold the British government responsible for Abas
Amini’ swelfare. His family and | are opposed to the
manner in which the British government has treated
Abas. We hold them responsible for hiswellbeing and
request that all those who defend civil and human rights
to stand with him and show their support for Abas.

‘On behalf of the Amini family
Eskandar Amini

Marivan, Karabad, Iran
9:55am
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benefits when he refused to
move because of safety
reasons. Amini’s personal
taleistruly aheart wrenching
cry againstand condemnation
of the tragedy and
rightlessness imposed on
today’s asylum seekers by
theUK government. Amini’s
case is but one example of
asylum procedures that aim
to refuse, deny, detain and
deport and build fortresses
and closed bordersrather than
protect victims of
persecution. Clearly, theUK
governmentisresponsiblefor
Amini’s despair and
wellbeing. Thisunspeakable
form of protest such as
sewing of lips and eyes is
home-grownright hereinthe
UK, Australiaand the West;
it adirect result of inhuman
asylumpoliciesandpractices.
Amini’s call for
improvements and fairness
in asylum procedures must
be raised by all who defend
civil and peopl€ srights.

Moreover, Amini’'s tale
exposes the wheeling and
dealings between the UK
government and the
repressive lslamic regimein
Iran at the expense of
countless victims of
persecution. A look at UK
government refusal lettersof
Iranian asylum seekers
proves this clearly. The UK
government’s  cultural
relativismandracismjudtifies
and ignores serious,
systematic and gross
violationsof civil and human
rights, legitimisesrepressive

laws, and rejects those
fighting against them as
lawbreakers. It denies
peopl€ srightstostrugglefor
change, for an end to
repression, andto exert their
rightsas human beings- and
all thisto promote economic
and political ties with a
repressive regime. And this
too at atimewhenthepeople
of Iran have come to the
forefront to overthrow this
regime and in defence of
freedomand equality. While
the Islamic regime of Iran's
ambassador toBritaindenies
that Amini wouldbeat risk if
he were to be deported,
everyone, including he
himsdlf, know better. There
are countless examples of
deported asylum seekers
being imprisoned,
disappeared, and executed.
Moreover, this is a regime
renown for hanging people
from cranes in public,
amputating limbs, gouging of
eyes, forcibly veilingwomen,
promoting sexua apartheid
and denying even the most
basic rights to strike,
organisation, associationand
freedom of expression. Its
laws allow for stoning to
death of people who have
been accused of adultery
specifying even the size of
thestonethat must beusedin
the barbaric medieval
punishment. No deported
asylumseekerissafeinlran.
All thosesupportingcivil and
human rightsmust alsoraise
Amini’ sbanner callingforan
end to deportations and the
right to asylum of Iranians

and all those fleeing
political Islam and
repression. Living
under sexud apartheid,
Islamic laws and an
Idamicregimeor atthe
mercy of reactionary
Islamic groups
providesawell-founded
fear of persecution for
anyone who is unable or
unwilling to live under such
brutal conditions, just as al
Jewshadarighttoprotection
fromtheNazis(thoughat the
time, many Westerncountries
turned back fleeing refugees)
or just as a black South
Africans had the right to
protection from racial
apartheid.

WhileAmini’ spersonal case
unequivocally indictsBritish
asylum policies and the
Ilamicregimeinlran,italso
revealsmuchabout humanity
itself whichdespitethedaily,
constant barrage of racist
scapegoating and the
criminalisation of asylum
seekers has come out in full
force in defence of his life
and dignity and hisdemands
andthat of all asylumseekers.
200 people joined a
demonstration in front of
Amini’s house on
Wednesday 28 May. He
continues to receive
messages of support and
solidarity. People must
continue coming out in
support of Amini’s life and
demands and that of of so
many nameless, faceless
asylum seekersfacing closed
borders, fortresses, unfair

refusals, detentions,
deportations and
rightlessness. We can and
must encourageAmini tolive
while we hold the UK
governmentfully responsible
for the life and wellbeing of
Amini andall asylumseekers.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
continuesto call on Amini to
cease his hunger strike. We
haveinitiated aninternational
campaign in hisdefence and
for justice. We have assured
him and all those concerned
about his wellbeing that we
will continue advocating for
fair, unbiased asylum
determination proceduresin
the UK and elsewhere, the
right to asylum and not to be
deported for al Iranian and
other asylum seekersfleeing
political ISamandrepression
and for universal rights and
standards for Amini and all
asylumseekers. Wewill also
continuetodemandanendto
political relations with the
Islamic regime of Iran and
other repressive regimes.

Butfor now, Amini mustlive.
If hedies, apart of civil society
will diehim.

Y ou can send letter sof support to Amini viaifir @ukonline.co.uk.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)
(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:

Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

For mor einfor mation on AbasAmini, contact M aryam

%’]d IdtaSOf Namazie, Executive Director, International

Federation of Iranian Refugees at +44 (0)
7719166731, Sam Azad, IFIR Regional Organiser,

pr Ota to the U K Tel: +44 (0)7929917756 / +44 (0)7739378177; or

Reza Moradi, director of the Federation in the UK

H Ome Offl Ce an d at +44 (0)7730846433.

T Visit IFIR sitefor latest
dac G’]d AbaSAmml S International refugee news,

demands urgent actions and press

rel eases:
www.hambastegi.org

L etters can be sent to: Home Secretary David

Blunkett, HomeOffice, 50 Queen AnnesGate, Editor: MaryamNamazie
'—0”0_'0” SWlH 9AT; Fax: +4_4 20 7?73 4647, E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk
public.enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uK. | Tg: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303

Please send copiesto ifir@ukonline.co.uk. P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org
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Amini raises demandsto the Home Office
Support hisDemands

A tribunal has refused the
UK Secretary of State
permission to appeal against
a court decision to grant
indefiniteleavetoremainfor
AbbasAmini.

Mr. Amini, anasylum seeker
from Iran, began a hunger
strikeandstitcheduphisears,
eyesandlipstoprotestagainst
theway he and other asylum
seekers have been treated
by the British government.
He has not eaten since last
Wednesday, and not had
water or any other fluidsince
last Thursday.

Mr Amini iscontinuing with
his protest because, as he
has said from the beginning,
he is protesting on behalf of
al asylumseekers, regardless
of where they are from. He
is making four requests of
theHome Officebeforeheis
prepared totake somewater:

1. The Home Office must
review itsasylumprocedures
regarding refusals and
appeds, andreviewitspolicy
that challenges decisions
granting asylum seekers the
right to remain in the UK,
regardless of  their
background or previous
circumstances.

2. The Home Office must
become more open with
solicitorsrepresentingasylum
seekers on how refusal
decisions are made.

3. The Home Office must
ensurethat itsstaff’ sattitude
towardsALL asylumseekers
isto treat them with respect

and humanity.

4. Mr Amini’ smainconcern
is for other asylum seekers
who have been refused the
righttoremainintheUK and
arefacing removal. He says
that these people should not
be removed - especialy to
countrieslikelran, Irag, and
Afghanistanwhich havehad
no humanrightsfor decades.
Heisaskingthegovernment
to recognise any countries
that do not reach human
rightsstandards, andtogrant
protection to all asylum
seekers from these
countries. They should not
bedescribinglranasa“ safe”
country after theexperiences
he has had.

Mr. Amini has stressed that
he is continuing his protest
on behalf of ALL asylum
seekers, regardless of where
they are from. “I think the
Home Office ought to come
out with afull apology, not
justtome, buttoALL asylum
seekers for the way they
have treated them.”

Mr Amini said: “When |
heard the news [about the
HomeOfficedecisontodeny
the right to appeal] | was
saddened - it did not make
me happy. Only when all
asylum seekers facing the
sameproblemshavereceived
apositivedecision...will I be
happy. This is not just my
problem. Itisthe problem of
ALL asylum seekers.”

He said that he was not
worriedthat hisfamily would

ask him to change his mind
and take some water. He
said having spoken to his
family by phonethismorning
only made him more
determined to continue with
his protest: “This morning |
spoketo them and they gave
me hope and aspiration to
continue. | felt hundreds of
timesbetter. They prefer that
if | havetodieinBritainitis
far better than that | am
returnedtolran.” Hesaid his
family trusted himand shared
his beliefs, and that they
would leave the decision
whether to continue his
protest withhim, and respect
hisdecision.

He said that asylum seekers
did not come to Britain for
economic reasons. “They
would not have made the
hazardousjourney to Britain
if conditions in their own
countries were better.”
Speakingof hislifeinlranhe
said: “Asfar asmy own life
went, | never had any happy
times. My life in Iran has
always been unhappy and
difficult.” “The best thing |
would wish for - whether |
liveor not-isoneday tobring
an end to 2500 years of
oppression and degradation
[inlran]. | hopethat one day
Iran can be admitted into
human society. | hope one
day Iran will become an
example to the rest of the
world.”

Even though Mr Amini has
achieved a great deal of
positive coverage in the
media, he says he will
continue with his protest. “I
will never trust these people

[at the Home Office]...How
can | trust people who have
admitted they have betrayed
us [Asylum Seekers|.”

He said that many local
people in Nottingham
supported him. “A huge
number of people fully
understand us [asylum
seekers] becausethey livein
the same conditionswe do.”
He said he was in contact
with many local people and
that he had had a lot of
support from them.

InBritain, hesaid, “ everyone
is very respectful and
humane in their behaviour
towards me - even people |
don’tknow smileat meinthe
street. | think many people
careabout peoples’ rightsand
attend humanrightsrallies. |
am very appreciative of the
way | and others have been
treated here.”

Mr Amini said “Even in
Nottingham, in the centre of
Britain, all kinds of local
people have told me the
government does not treat
them fairly. |1 can say this
because they have told me
themselves. They feel let
down by the government.”

Mr. Amini’s case has been
badly handled by the Home
Office, whichhasnow hadto
admit that it has made a
mistake. Mistakesof thiskind
provevery costly, sincethey
affect peoples’ lives.

Sam Azad, International
Federation of Iranian
Refugees.

-end-



