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Cultural Rdativiam: afoeof Critical Thought

This article is in direct
response to the Canadian
Council for Refugees’
decision to ban me from
their e-mail listserv
because my writings,
particularly ‘I'slam,
Political Islam and
Women’s Rights in the
Middle East’ critiquing
Islam and political Islam
were alleged to ‘denigrate
a whole group of people
and ‘could encourage a
level of intolerance against
all Muslim people’. The
CCR assertsthat my article

violates their anti-racist
policy by ‘not maintaining
and/or promoting an
environment free of
discrimination and bias by
its wholesale condemnation
of Idam and Muslims and
not demonstrating an
acceptance of the equity of
all faiths'. The below is yet
another attempt to explain
why a critique of Islam and
the reactionary political
movement linked to it not
racist nor does it have
anything to do with
‘denigrating Muslims' but
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is rather an important
aspect of critical thought.

Introduction

Islam and political Islam (or
Islamism), the reactionary
extreme Right-wing
movement which has
organised itself under the
banner of Islam, have been
immensely catastrophic for
thepeopleof theMiddle East
and the world for the past
several decades. Thisreality
makes a critique of both not
only an important aspect of

In response to the Canadian
Council for Refugees (CCR)
Who istheracist; you or |?

freedom of expression and
critical thought in lieu of the
Enlightenment’s efforts to
free human beings from the
shackles of Middle Aged
ignorance and the Church
(now Mosque) but also a
historical necessity. Such a
critiguehasnothingtodowith
racism or ‘denigrating
Muslims’'; there is a
differentiation between
Muslims and political 1slam
(as a contemporary political
movement likemany others),
aswell as between Muslims
and Islam (which is the
ideological aspect of this
contemporary movement and
a belief like many others).
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Refugees a |ragi-Jordanian border at risk of
being deportedto Irag

In their contacts with the
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees (IFIR),
refugeesannounced that 925
of the1050 | raniansstranded
in Al Karama at the Irag-
Jordanianborder hadinitiated
a sit-in as of Saturday 26
April toprotest theirinhuman
conditionsandtodemandthat

the Jordanian government
open its borders to them. In
subsequent contacts, and
based ondiscussionsbetween
therefugees representatives
withtheJordanianauthorities
andthe United NationsHigh
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), they informed
IFIR that the likelihood of

their being deported back to
Iraq had greatly increased.
Jordanianauthoritieshadtold
themthat since GeorgeBush
had officially announced the
end of thewar, theJordanian
government had no
responsibility towards the
refugees and that Iraq was
now safe for them to return
to. The refugees were told
they hadtoreturnto Al Tash
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camp, near Baghdad, where
amajority hadfled asaresult

continued page 5
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Deemingthiscriticismracist
is a form of racism itself
whereby cultura relativism
andmulti-culturaismareused
tojustify or ignore violence
and violations against
countless human beings
because they must be
‘tolerated’ and ‘respected’
as ‘people’s culture and
religion’, thereby promoting
doublestandardsof rightsand
norms for those born and
living in the Middle East.
Defence of thisreactionvis-
avisitsoutspoken opponents
aims to silence critical
thought and freedom of
expression and speech and
effectively aidspolitical ISam
initsrepression, nation
andsilencing of dissenters. It
also paves the way for the
RightinWesternsocietiesto
make this critique from a
virulently racist perspective,
thereby increasing racism
against Muslims on the one
hand and providing a
recruitinggroundfor therise
of palitical ISamamongyouth
intheWestlacking L eftanti-
racist alternatives on the
other. Progress and
advancement in our era is
intrinsically linked to afree
and radical critique of both
Idamandpolitical Idamfrom
ahumani st perspective; such

criticism is an urgent
necessity of our time.

A critique of Islam and
political Islamisnot racism

My criticism of Idlam and
political Islam have been
labelled' racist’,‘ prejudiced’,
‘hate-ist’, and
‘discriminatory’ by the
Canadian Council for
Refugees (CCR) or some
members of its e-mail
listserv. Clearly thisisnotthe
case. The European
Commission defines racism
and xenophobia as an
‘aversion’ to individuals
based on ‘race, colour,
descent, religion or belief,
national or ethnic origin’.
According to the
International Conventionon
theEliminationof All Forms
of Racial Discrimination,
racism is ‘any distinction,
exclusion, restriction or
preference based on race,
colour, descent, or nationa
orethnicorigin’. Whilemuch
of the categories in these
definitions are social
constructs and exclude the
reality that racismisclosely
linked to power and class
rule, they are nonetheless
sufficient to reveal that the
targets of racism and

discrimination are human
beings not beliefs or ideas
belonging to or attributed to
them nor socia or political
movements associated with
said beliefs.

Subsequently, thecriticismof
Islam and its political
movement has nothing to do
with having an ‘aversion’
towards or making a
‘distinction’, ‘exclusion’ or
‘restriction’ on Muslims as
individuals or a group of
people just as criticising
Zionism or Judaism has
nothing to do with racism
against or the denigration of
Jews or Israglis. Just as a
criticism of fascism has
nothing to dowith having an
‘aversion’ towards Germans
or Italians. Criticism of a
religion, a belief, or an
ideology isn't racist. It has
nothing to do with racism
whatsoever. Religion is a
belief likeall othersand like
al beliefsisopentocriticism.

A critique must respect
human beings not beliefs or
movements

The CCR or some members
of its email listserv assert
that a critique of Isslam and
political Islam ‘fans anti-

Muslim sentiment’ and
‘intolerance towards
Muslims'. Thisislikesaying
that acritiqueof Judaismand
Zionism fans anti-Semitism
or that a critique of Nazism
incitesandfansanti-German
sentiment and intolerance
towards Germans. Or that a
criticism of nationalism
incites anti-Kurdish or anti-
Bosnian sentiment. Or that a
criticism of the Christian-
Right and Christianity fans
intolerance towards
Christians. Of courseracism
exists, including against
Muslims, but thisis because
of the profitability of racism
for the class system and not
because of critical thought
and freedom of expression!
If itwereso, thencriticism of
the asylum system would be
responsible for the racism
meted out against asylum
seekers, or criticism of the
Nationof ISlamwould bethe
causeof racismagainst Black
Muslimsand so on. Thereis
obviously no connection
between the two. Such
assertions are primarily
prescriptions to silence
criticism and dissent.

Moreover, the notion that
speaking out against Islam

continued page 3

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)
Mansoor Hekmat 1951-2002: With the bloody suppression of the revolution in Iran and the
imposition of an ultra-reactionary life onthe people, tens of thousandsof human beings, aloneand
without organisation, fled the Islamic Republic of Iran in search of security and tranquillity.
Organising this vast human mass around the most modern and humane advances of humanity,
unconditionally defending their right to asylum; placing them alongside the humanitarian and
working class struggle in the West against racism, fascism, and socia inequality; creating an
international organi sationwithout takinginto consideration peopl€’ snationality, religion, sex and or
political affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessity. Creatingthelnternational Federationof Iranian
[ Refugees (IFIR) was Mansoor Hekmat’ sresponseto these conditions. Ashehassaid: ‘ Our entire
life story isto change the lives of human beings.’
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and political Islam is racist
against all Mudimsis itself
intrinsically racist becauseit
assumesthat Idamor political
Islam represent all Muslims
or al those born or living in
the Middle East. Thisis no
different from assuming that
a criticism of fascism will
inciteanti-German sentiment
as if al Germans represent
or subscribe to fascism. In
reaity, there are numerous
beliefs, political movements
andclassesintheMiddleEast
as there are in Germany or
Canada. Moreover, the
culture and religion of any
society is that of the ruling
class, often times imposed
by the extensive force and
repression of the state,
including via laws, policies
and practices. If wetakelran
as an example, we see that
while the media and
governments consider Iran
Islamic, it is in fact the
government in Iran that is
Idamicandimposingitsrules
and regulations with brutal
savagery. 100,000 havebeen
killedresistingtheimposition
of Islam and political 1dlam.
Hundreds of thousands of
women have been harassed,
imprisoned, flogged, and had
acid thrown in their facesin
their oppositiontoveilingand
sexual apartheidandsoon. If
it were people’ s own choice
then the Islamic regime in
Iran would not need such an
extensive machinery of
repression and suppression
to impose its rule on the
people.

Also, consideringacriticism
of Islam and political Islam
asa‘disrespect’ to people’s
beliefs assumes that the

peopleborninorlivinginthe
Middle East are part and
parcel of theldlamicregimes
and movements that are
daughtering them. It's as if
to say a criticism of
Christianity in the USA
disrespectsall thoselivingin
America or a criticism of
Judaismdisrespectsall those
livinginlsragl! Of coursethis
sort of generalisation only
takesplacewhenit comesto
people living in the ‘Third
World’ and not regarding
those who live in the USA,
Canada or Germany. When
it comes to Iran or Iraq or
Afghanistan, there is no
longer any classes, political
and social movements,
communists,  atheists,
progressives, humanists,
rationalistsor secularists- all
areMuslimg!

Another consequence of this
racism is the constant
reminder by thelikesof some
CCR listserv members that
wedissentersarenot allowed
to ever focus criticism on
Islam or the Islamic regime
of Iranor thestatusof women
in Iran or the Middle East
without first also criticising
al other religionsor statesor
the status of women in all
other countries every single
time. Wearetold that wefail
to ‘demonstrat[e] an
acceptance of the equity of
al faiths.” Weareaskedwhy
we do not also criticise the
violencefaced by womenin
the USA or France. They tell
usitis‘unfair and ‘biased’
to only focus on the Islamic
regime of Iran - what about
all the repressive
governments that are not
Idamic? Again, thereisan

intrinsic racism at play here.
How comethey can criticise
the Christian Right,
Christianity, domestic

violence or the Canadian
government’ sasylumpolicies

__ g ) \

we dissentersdo it on Islam
andpolitical Idam-it’sunfair
and biased because we
haven’tincludedawholehost
of otherissuesalongwiththe
onewearefocusingon at the

without bringinginall politica
movements, religions,
governmentsandthestatuses
of various segments in
soci ety throughout therest of
the world as well but when

time. Some CCR listserv
members have asserted that
along with a criticism of
Islam, Judaism and
Christianity should havebeen

continued page 4
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critiqued aswell. What for?
If you criticise the USA’s
attack on Iragq must you also
criticise al attacks by all
states at the same time in
ordertobefairandunbiased?
When criticising domestic
violencein Canadamustyou
also speak about al other
forms of violence against
women not only in Canada
butintheworldevery single
time? Of course not but
again one can see how this
argumentisalwaysandonly
used against us dissenters
and alwaysinthedefence of
some reaction, including
Islamand political Islam.

The CCR asserts that my
writings  have  not
demonstrated ‘an
acceptance of the equity of
al faiths’ ‘That there are
good and bad thingsdonein
thenameof al faiths' . Asif
that is my responsibility to
showthatal beliefsincluding
religions are equal. | do
believe all religions are
equally bad and destructive
for human progress (though
| suspect that isnot the type
of equity CCR was hoping
for)! However, today, |
believe that Islam and
Islamism are  most
dangerous because it is
power and or vying for
political power; becauseitis
responsible for genocide.
That iswhy it concerns me;
that iswhy | focusoniit. In
any case, | am not required
togivethe CCR areasonfor
why | focuson oneinjustice
asopposed to another at any
given time. Furthermore, |
donot seeany goodinlslam
torefer toit. That isthe job
of themullahs, reactionaries,

the CCR or those who want
tojustify their own beliefs.

Of course, one must
unequivocally defend and
respect human beings; inmy
opinionhumanbeingsareall
sacred irrespective of their
beliefsbut that isnot thesame
as accepting the ‘equity’ of
all beliefs and respecting
them. Islam, fascism,
nationalism, religion,
misogyny, ethnocentrismare
beliefsthat areantithetical to
humanism. They are not
worthy of respect. Why must
| respect fascism? It is a
belief. During the 1930sand
40s, many peoplebelievedin
it. Should members of the
resistance have been told to
respect it because it was
peopl€'s culture and belief?
While | don't believe Islam
and political 1lam are the
majority’ s beliefs, even if it
were why must it be
respected? Or, again, isthis
rule only applicable to us
dissenters?Why should such
beliefs be tolerated? The
usage of the term tolerance
nowadays is itself a by-
product of the garbage of
multi-culturalism. Why must
| ‘tolerate’ intolerable
beliefs?

As an aside, what has the
‘equity of all faiths and
cultures' to do with an anti-
racist policy? Cultural
relativism and multi-
culturalism have taken such
aholdonthelikesof theCCR
that they have lost all
semblance of rationadlity. It
hasmadethem sodim-witted
that they prefer to defend
reactionary beliefs
irrespective of their

repercussionsonrea human
beings; they prefer to
consider a critique of
reactionary beliefs racist
rather than address the
racismthat peoplefaceevery
day, including that
perpetrated by the CCR
itself. They prefer to defend
Islam and political Islam
rather than stand up toitina
true defence of refugees
fleeing political Islam and
thoselivingunderitsrule. In
theirinvertedworld of multi-
culturalism, such nonsense
may be passed off asan anti-
racistpolicy; intherea world,
however, notonlywouldthey
not have a hope in hell of
making such a verdict stick
but they would be sued for
libel. TheCCRIisfollowingin
the proud footsteps of the
Canadian government,
promoting multi-culturalism
and cultura relativism that
ghettoises and promotes
double standards and
rightlessness for the
immigrant community and
persons born in the ‘Third
World’ ontheonehandwhile
directly or indirectly
defendingrepressiveregimes
and movementsontheother.
Whilegtrivingtosilencethose
of uswho refuse and resist.

Criticisngreactionary beliefs
and movements is an
important aspect of critical

thought

In today’ s world, a critique
of Isamandpoalitical ISamis
an important aspect of
contemporary  critical
thought. It is progressive,
rationalist and humanist.
Since the Enlightenment of
the 1800s, free-thinkers and

progressivemovementshave
set about to free human
beings from the shackles of
religion, itssuperstitionsand
traditions. At the time, this
critique was in response to
Christianity and the Church
and its political power,
property and privileges;
today, itisvis-arvisldamand
itspolitical movement. Atthe
time it had to be
uncompromising just as it
must today. History has
proven time and time again
that reaction cannot bepushed
back by compromisingwithit
and appeasing it then giving
thiscompromiseanicename
like multi-culturalism or
cultural relativism. Any
compromiseonlyjustifiesand
maintains it. Labelling a
criticismof Idamandpolitical
Islam racist is merely away
in which to suppress dissent
and silence opposition.
Political Islam does it by
assassinations and
repression; theCCRandlike-
minded cultural relativist
organisationswithcensorship,
restriction and false and
slanderouslabels.

Silencing criticism of Islam
and political 1slam from a
progressive and anti-racist
perspective paves the way
for theRight, including such
personalities as Pim Fortyn
to do so from a racist and
anti-human perspective.
TheseRight-wing peopleand
movementsdon’t only deem
Islam and political Islam
backwardandreactionary but
label all Mudimsandall those
born in the Middle East as
such. Thiscultural relativism
andmulti-culturalism pushes

continued page 5
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youthinundated with racism
to join the political 1lamic
movement, e.g. the British
youthwhojoinedtheTaliban
or became suicide bombers,
becauseit blocksthepotential
for ananti-racist perspective
and alternative for youth
disillusioned by racism.
Consequently, it increases
Islamic terrorism and
providesarecruiting ground
for political Islam.

Cultura relativismcontributes
to the New World Order

Cultural relativism aids and
abets governments in
crushing radicalism and the

struggle for justice and
freedom and establishing
right-wing lawsand policies
and contributes to the New
World Order that isdenying
and revising all universa
standards and norms that
have been imposed by the
Left and working class via
long and hard struggles.
Defendingthecontemporary
free thinkers who oppose
Islam and political Islam
despite assassinations and
threats from the Islamic
movement, thejustifications
and support given to the
|slamicmovement and states
by Western governments as
well asslandersof racismby

thelikesof CCR aretheduty
of al progressives
everywhere.

For now, maybe, thebusiness
of multi-culturalism and
cultura relativism is brisk.
But sooner or later, Iam
andpolitical Isamandalong
with them all this cultural
relativist and multi-cultural
garbage will be pushed back
and relegated to the rubbish
bins of history where they
rightfully belong. This has
beguninlran.

Footnote:
Relevant sections of the CCR
Anti-Racism Policy advocate:

* Theprinciplesof equity for all
races, languages, faiths and
cultures reflected in the
organization’s  policies,
procedures and relations with
staff, members and the society;
where the communitiesthat we
serve, members of our
organization, staff of our member
agencies and those with whom
we do business see themselves
valued and reflected within the
organization;

* Increasing awareness of and
appreciation for the racial,
cultural, religiousandlinguistic
diversity of Canada;

* Promoting through al of its
processes, practices and
structures, an environment,
which isfree of discrimination
and bias.

Refugees at Iragi-Jordanian border at risk of being deported tolraq,

from page 1

of insecurity, chaos and a
fear for their lives.

Asprevioudy reportedby the
IFIR, conditionsinthewind-
swept and extremely hot area
are abysmal and not fit for
human beings. Of the 1050
Iranian refugees there, 400
are children, including 17
newbornsfrom 1to6 months,
70childrenfrom 6 monthsto
two years and the rest are 2
to 11 years old. Conditions
are life-threatening for the

childreninparticular.

In light of the fact that
Europeancountriesalongwith
the UNCHR are preparing
to deport Iragi asylum
seekers back to the unsafe
conditionsof Iraqg, therisk of
the Iranians being deported
there too is extremely
serious. Denying theright to
asylum and protection to
thousandsof I ragi andIranian
refugees and ignoring the
basicright of victimsof war,
insecurity and repression to
gain refuge is one of the

redlitiesof theasylumpolicies
of Westerngovernmentsand
the UNHCR today. Security
isgauged, not from the point
of view of the harshredlities
inlrag, but from the point of
view of George Bush. This
inhumanity i sthecontinuation
of atrend that sacrificesand
revisescivil andhumanrights
andfreedomsfor thepolitical
and economicinterestsof the
USA in the region and is a
characteristic of the New
World Order.

IFIR callson all groups and

organisationsto step uptheir
support of Iranian refugees
at the Irag-Jordanian border
and demand thefollowing:

1. Jordan and all countries
borderinglragmust opentheir
borders to Iranian refugees
among others.

2. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) andthe Jordanian
government must provide
necessary food, shelter,
health care and sanitation to
the refugees.

3. The right to asylum of
I raniansmust be recognised.

Signour petition: http://www.PetitionOnline.com/
| FIRWPI/petition.html. Only powerful andresolute
protests will ensure that the Jordanian government
and UNHCR comply with our legitimate demands.
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Thefreedomof thelrag peoplelsllnkedto
your roleand stance!

International Federation of Iragi Refugees
27 April 2003

Dear friends!

Afterthekilling of thepeople
of Irag during the past 12
years via intermittent
bombardments of cities and
economicsanctions, theUSA
and its allies have at last
establishedabiggerandmore
destructive war against the
people of Iraq without any
considerationforinternational
laws and principles. The
justifications of Saddam
Hussein having weapons of
mass destruction (although
none have been found) were
only to legitimise the
inhumane plans of the USA.
Weall seethat whilethey are
in Irag, they are threatening
to attack Syria as well. It
seems that the government
of Bushhasplannedtotopple
many other ‘dictators'!! But
whatever the justifications
are, thefact isthat our world
isfacingthebiggest and most
dangerous dictator.

ThisUSA’sattack onlragis
barbaric and a direct attack

on humanity. It hasmadethe
world’ sfuturemoreinsecure
and inhuman. It has helped
terrorismandnationalismand
effectively reinforced the
reactionary front. The war
hasapparently ended andthe
despotic government of
Saddam Hussein has fallen
but civil war, religious and
ethnic conflicts and lack of
electricity, clean water,
medicine and food have
become a serious threat to
the 25 million inhabitants of
this society. The war never
aimed to bring freedom,
security and civil and
individual rightsforthepeople
of Irag. Thisrequiresthat we
defend these rights by
demanding the immediate
withdrawal of the USA’s
forcesand that Iragischoose
their own political system
under a free and secure
climate.

Another important point
nowadays is the threat of
deportation hanging over
hundredsof thousandsof Iragi

asylum seekers from
European countries and
neighbouring countries to
Irag. Whilethepeopleof Irag
are living under the most
difficult social,economicand
political situation, European
countries and Australia are
planningtoexpel Iragi asylum
seekersunder thepretext that
Iraq has been rescued from
the dictatorial Saddam
Hussein. Also, most European
countries like Sweden,
Denmark, Norway and
Finland have decided to
freezedeterminationson|rag
asylum applications. The
United Nationsissupporting
thisplan.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iragi Refugees condemns
this inhuman policy and is
calling on al groups and
individuals to defend Iraqi
asylum seekers. Returning
evenonepersontoconditions
of insecurity, rightlessness
and lack of freedom is fully
against international
principlesand norms. Itisour
right to ask for the protestsof
the international anti-war
movement as an immense
front to defend the lives,
dignity and the future of the
Iragi people. Rescinding the
inhumane policy of
deportationislinkedtoraising
yourvoicesinprotest. Millions
of Iragi people are waiting
foryour supportandsolidarity.

* Sign a petition defending
Iragi asylum seekers and
demanding deportations
be stopped

Because of suppression,
killings, insecurity andlack of
civil and individual rightsin
the past several decades,
hundreds of thousands of
Iragishasbeenforcedtoflee
and seek asylum. Many are
languishing in neighbouring
countries, Europe and
Australiato gain protection.
They have paid with their
lives to gain the right to
asylum. There were many
that have committed suicide
becausethey spenttheir lives
waiting in camps without
response. Today, when Iraqi
society is facing its most
insecure phase, most
European countries has
frozenlragi asylumcasesand
are awaiting a chance to
deport them to Irag. We, the
undersigned, condemn this
policy of thesecountries. The
collapseof theBa athregime
does not equal freedom and
security for thepeopleof Irag.
Our demandsareasfollows:
1. Immediate cancellation of
thedeportationor freezing of
casefiles of Iragi asylum
seekers.

2. Therighttoasylumfor al
the Iragi asylum seekers.

3. The UN is duty-bound to
defend asylum rights and
prevent the deportation of
Iragi asylum seekers.

Name

Name of organization
Country& city

Date

For moreinformeation, contact
fedirag@welho.com.
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Letter from Canadian Union of Postal Workers
defending Iranian refugees stranded at Jordanian
border

April 30, 2003 File: 1305-A-700

His Excellency Ali Abu Ragheb
Prime Minister and Defence Minister
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Amman

Jordan

Dear Prime Minister:

The Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) has been informed of the increasingly desperate plight of alarge
number of Iranian refugees stranded in the “no man’sland” separating Jordan and Iraq. They have been forced to flee
Iragasaresult of thewar, bombardmentsand theensuinginsecurity. Theconditionsthey facearedeplorable, andinclude
asevere lack of medical provisions and decent food and shelter.

Despite repeated callsto open its borders, your government to date has refused to allow theserefugeesinto Jordan. At
this dangerous and threatening time, CUPW, on behalf of its 50,000 members calls upon Jordan and other countries
bordering Iraq to open their bordersto Iranians and other refugees seeking protection and safety.

Wealso urgeyour government, in conjunction withthe UN High Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR), to providethe
required shelter, food, health care and sanitation to these vulnerable people. Given the urgent nature of this situation,
we also call upon Jordan to recognize the right to asylum of the Iranian refugees.

Thank you for your attention to thisimportant matter.
Sincerely,

Deborah Bourgue
National President
/cm opeiu 225

cc: Quaftan Majali, Minister of the Interior Jordan
National Executive Committee
National Union Representatives
Specialists

Signpetitiondefendinglragi refugeesand asylumseekers.
http://www.petitiononline.com/I FI R/petition.html.




May 15, 2003 8

JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Secretariat

Siamak Amjadi; Rebwar Aref; Farshad Hoseini; Keyvan
Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | |Javid, Deputy Executive Director; Esmaeill Moloodi;
ifir@iprimus.com.au; Belgium: Hossein PeshEhsan, Tel: | | Maryam Namazie, Executive Director; Ramin Niakan;
+ 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com; Canada: Minoo | | Nasrin Ramzanali; Mohammad Shokohi

Homili, Tel: +1416 2019861, minoo_homaili @yahoo.com;

Denmark: Mahmoud Gasvini, Tel: +45 51603121,

nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; England: RezaMoradi, Tel: +44 Visit IFIR sitefor latest
7931866985, moradi 1591 @hotmail.com; Germany: Nasrin : ;

Ramzanali, Tel: +49 172 5350946, ifirgermany @web.de; Internatl Ona_l ref ugee NEWs,
Holland: Magid Poostanchi, Tel: +31-613248331, urgent actions and press

ifir_holland@yahoo.com; Norway: Ghafar Gholamveys,
Tel: +47 40851738, ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil
Moloodi, Tel: +46 70 492 0349, ifrs@hotmail.com;
Switzerland: Mahmood Rahbary, Tel: +41 78 795 75 81,

rel eases:
www.hambastegi.org

m_rahbary@hotmail.com; United States: Afsaneh Rahimi,

Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com. Editor: MaryamNamazie
E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

For information on Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, India, Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Pakistan and Turkey branches, please contact IFIR P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
Secretariat. www.hambastegi.org




