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People of Irag do not want thiswar!

Thiswar on Iragisnot about
the brutality of Saddam and
his despotic regime. When
wewerefighting to get rid of
Saddam, the US and British
governments kept him in
power. They armed himwith
the chemical weapons that
he used against us and the
people of Halabja.

This war is not about the
liberation of thelragi people.
Killingandmaimingpeoplein
their tens of thousands and
destroying their homes,
schools, hospitals and
workplacesis asick way of
trying to ‘liberate’ them.

Thiswarisnot about fighting
terrorism. Terrorismwill only
increase as a result of this

war. This war and its
aftermath will provide
another grievance and
another excuse for Islamic
terroriststo exploit for many
years to come for their own
horrificandreactionary ends
—just asthey havebeendoing
withtheinjusticesagainstthe
Palestinianpeople.

This war is not about
Weapons  of Mass
Destruction. The biggest
stockpiles of nuclear,
chemical and biological
weapons are held by the US
and British governments
themselves. USA istheonly
state in the world to have
actually wused nuclear
weaponsagai nst hundredsof
thousands of innocent

civilians. Twelve years of
economic sanctions have
killed up to haf a million
people in lIraqg, while
strengthening the regime of
Saddam. Economic
sanctions have been one of
thebiggest Weaponsof Mass
Destruction.

With this war, the US and
British governments are
followingtheir owninhuman
political agenda. Thiswaris
the pretext for the USA to
assertitsunquestioningworld
supremacy as the biggest
military and economicpower
in the world at the cost of
tensof thousandsof livesand
massdestruction. TheBritish
governmentisplayingtherole
of a junior partner in this

bloody campaign to sharein
the spoils and strengthen its
positionvis-a-visitsrivals.

The reactionary opposition
groupings in lIraq, the
monarchists, |slamists,
Kurdishnationalistgangsand
former army officers and
secret service agents of the
Iragi regime, are not the
representatives of the Irag
people. They are warlords
and self-appointedrulerswho
aready have a dark and
bloody record of repression
against the people of Irag
and Iragi Kurdistan. They
arenot the'liberators’ of the
people of Irag. They are,
rather, the new Iragi Contras
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Long Live March 8
| nter national
Women’s Day!

Women against War

Hear Voices from Irag and the Middle East
say no to another Hiroshimain Iraq

Saturday 15Mar ch, 2.00- 6.00pm, Polish Centre,
238-246 King Street, L ondon W6 ORF (Nearest tube
station Ravenscourt Park). Speakers include: Azar
Majedi, Nadia Mahmood, Maryam Namazie, Sawsan
Salim, HaifaZangana, and others.

For moreinfo: NadiaMahmood, Tel. 02072631027, Mobile: 0789
0065933, Email: nadiab4uk @yahoo.com

An open letter to Mr. Tony Blair
lraqgi asylum
seeker s and

refugees opposethe

war on lrag

Dashty Jamal
Int’l Federation of Iraqi
Refugees Britain

This is a protest message
from hundreds of Iraqgi

refugeesand asylum seekers
inthe UK against thewar on
the people of Irag. The war
propaganda and the biggest
deployment of troops, navy
warships, and war planesto
countries neighbouring Irag
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lran: Labour activist and political
opponentsexecuted by
|slamic regime of Iran

Labour activist and political
prisoner, Mohammad Golabi,
35, wasexecuted inthe early
hoursof February 20,2003in
the city of Sagez, according
to the Kurdistan Committee
of the Worker-communist
Party of Iran (WPI). The
execution was carried out
during the visit of the UN’s
Working GrouponArbitrary
Detention. Theregimeburied
Golabi before informing his
family of his execution. His
family removed hisbody and
buried him themselves.
Golabi, afather of four, was
a militant worker and an
organiser of several strikesin
the brick factories of Sagez.
He was arrested and
imprisonedfor hispolitica and
labour activities and was
accused of and executed for
‘fighting against theregime’

and ‘being in contact with
oppositionparties .

According to an Amnesty
International Urgent Action
six others, all former
members or supporters of
the Kurdish Democratic
Party of Iran (KDPI), were
executed between 7 and 13
October 2002. They include
Muhammad Sharverani, who
had been sentenced to death
in2000; K haled Shoghi, who
was deported from Turkey,
and arrested and tortured in
1997; Sdeh Goudarzi, who
was sentenced to death in
1999, and Jalil Zeva'i, who
was tortured prior to his
execution. Also executed
were Hamzeh Ghaderi and
an unidentified woman,
possibly related to Hamzeh
Ghaderi. According to the

Urgent Action, there is no
new information regarding
others named in the original
Urgent Action: Khaled
Faraidouni, Nader Afani,
Hasan Mahmoudi, Kheder
Viesi, Rasul Abdollahpour,
Anvar Alizadeh, Mohammad
Esmailzadeh or Esmaili,
Mohammad Mehdi Zaliye,
and the five Arab rights
activists, Fadhil Mugaddam,
Rahim Sawari, Amir Sa'idi,
Hashem Bawi and’ Abbas
Sherhani. Also on 5
November 2002 two men,
Mostafa Jula and Ali Kak
Jdlil, both former members
of Komala were reportedly
executed in the city of
Marivan.

The Campaign against
Executionsinlranisoutraged
at the executions carried out

by the Islamic regime and
callson international public
opinion to condemn the
Ilamicregimeof Iranfor its
policy of executions.

The Campaign against
Executions in  lIran
unequivocdly opposescepita
punishment and calls for its
abolitioninall countries.

The Campaign aimsto:

* mobilise international
protest against and
condemnation of executions
inlran

* galvanise public pressure
againstthelslamicregimein
lran and its Western
government supporters

* savethelivesof thoseunder
execution sentences

* stop executionsin Iran

Updates

* Pictures of demonstrations in Vancouver against deportation of Iranian asylum seekers can be viewed on http://
vancouver.indymedia.org/news/2003/02/33020.php.

* |FIR assisted Elizabeth Frantz from the Forced Migration and Refugee Studies, American University of Cairoto prepare
areport entitled: ' Report onthe Situation of Refugeesin Turkey: Findingsof aFive-week Exploratory Study December 2002
—January 2003'. To seethereport in full, visit: http://www.aucegypt.edu/academic/fmrs/Reports/reports.html

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)

Withthebloody suppressionof therevolutioninlranandtheimpositionof anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organisation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvasthumanmass
aroundthemaost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingthe rright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organisationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople€' s
nationality, religion, sexandor political affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessty. Creatingthe
I nternational Federation of | ranian Refugees (I FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
conditions. Ashe said: * Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.’
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|ragi asylum seekers and refugees oppose the war on Irag, from page 1

are of deep concern to Iragi
and Kurdish refugees and
asylum seekers who live in
the UK. The fear and terror
of thewar has cast a shadow
onourlives. Wedonotbelieve
in ridding the people of Irag
of dictatorship through mass
killing and demolishing the
economic infrastructure of
Iragi society.

Thepeopleof Iraghavebeen
suffering at the hands of the
Ba ath regime for two
decades. We have faced
executions, mass killings,
chemical bombardments,
mass disappearances of the
KurdsintheAnfal campaign,
the suppression of any
freedom-seeking movement,
andthewaging of war against
neighbouring countries. All
these were the pernicious
consequences of that rabid
regime spolicieswhichwere
supported by the USA and
your government and for
which 22 millionIragishave
paid dearly. The imposition

of economicsanctionsby the
UN for 12 years, supported
by your government, is
another form of silent mass
killing of thepeopleof Iraqin
the name of containing
Saddam’ sregime which has
killed one Iragi child every
minute. This war under the
pretext of human rights and
democracy is nothing but a
deliberatekillingof thepeople
andisnottheway of toppling
Saddam’ s regime.

Saddam Hussein, hisregime
and hislackeysarecriminals
but their possession of
weaponsof massdestruction
and support for terrorismare
nothing but excusesto secure
a new world order and to
safeguard theinterestsof the
USA, which owns the most
formidable arsenal of
weaponsof massdestruction.
The USA used nuclear
weapons against the people
of Japan in which thousands
of people were killed. The
British and global public

opinion are against another
Hiroshimain Iraq.

You have announced that
Saddam’s regime poses a
serious threat to the entire
world because he has used
chemical weaponsagainstthe
Kurdsinlrag, whiletheHome
Office refuses protection to
numerous Kurdish and Iragi
asylumseekersandtellsthem
toleavethe UK andreturnto
Irag. If thelragi regimeposes
adanger to the people of the
world how does it not pose
any threat to the people of
IragandKurdistan?How can
thispolicy bejustified?If you
truly support the people of
Irag, then why don’t you put
an end to the economic
sanctions imposed on the
people of Irag? Why do you
not allow the people of Irag
tochooseasecular regimein
Irag, rather than the lraqgi
opposition the West in
promotingwhichdividesthe
peopleof Iragonthebasisof
religion and ethnicity and

wantsto establishanIslamic
state similar to the Islamic
Republicof Iranand prohibit
atheism? The so-called
oppositionconsistsof military
generals and criminals who
havehadahugehandinkilling
the people of Iraq and have
blood ontheir hands. Instead
of prosecutingthem, youhave
supported them and are
preventingthepeopleof Irag
from choosing their own
political system.

Wehundredsof Kurdishand
Iragi refugees and asylum
seekersreiterate the popular
belief that the war is not in
theinterests of the people of
Irag; overthrowing Saddam
by killingthelragi peopleand
destroying Irag is not
acceptable. War must be
averted and theremust bean
immediate end to economic
sanctions. This is our
message, supported by public
opinion and more than two
million peopledemonstrating
in Britain on 15 February.

People of Irag do not want thiswar! from page 1

- armed and financed by the
CIA and Pentagon and/or
various repressive regional
states such as the Islamic
regimeiniran. A devastating
war and the unleashing of
theseforcesisthegrimfuture
being planned by Bush and
Blair for the Iragi people.

The people of Iraq do not
want a bloody war that will
kill and maim hundreds of
thousands, destroy people’s
homes, strengthen terrorists,
nationalists, Islamists and
other reactionary forces, and

makelragi peopl€e sstruggle
forfreedomandcivil liberties
that much harder. Genuine
freedom in Irag will only
come when the people of
Irag areableto conduct their
struggles against the regime
of Saddam or any other
repressiveregimewithoutthe
threat of war, without the
murderous economic
sanctions and without
intimidationby USandBritish
militarism.
Stop playing

with the lives of

thelraqi peoplée!

Nowar!

Worker Communist Party of
Iragq (UK)

(Contact Noori Bashir:
n.bashir3@ukonline.co.uk
07960669896)
International Federation of
Iragi Refugees (UK)
(Contact Dashty Jamal:
d.jamal @ukonline.co.uk
07734704742)

Middle East Centre for

Women'sRights
(Contact Nadia Mahmoud
nadia64uk @yahoo.com

07890065933)
Independent Women’s
Organisation in Iraqi
Kurdistan

(Contact Sawsan Salim:
sawsan.s@ukonline.co.uk
07748851125)
Committee to Defend
Women's Rights in Iraqgi
Kurdistan

(Contact Sawsan Salim:
sawsan.s@ukonline.co.uk
07748851125)
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | =~ Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir@iprimus.com.au; Belgium: Hossein Pesh Ehsan, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
+ 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com; Canada: Siamak
Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Ca; Denmark: Mahmoud

Gasvini, Tel: +45 51603121, nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; __ )
England: Saeed Arman, Tel: +44 7931866985, Visit IFIR sitefor |atest

International refugee news,

s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali,
Tel: +49 172 5350946, ifirgermany @web.de; Holland:

Magid Poostanchi, Tel: +31-613248331, i
ifir_holland@yahoo.com; Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, urgent actions and Press
Tel: +47 40851738, ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil I’el eases.

Moloodi, Tel: +46 70 492 0349, ifrs@hotmail.com; .
Switzerland: Mahmood Rahbary, Tel: +41 78 795 75 81, www.hambastegi.org
m_rahbary @hotmail.com; United States. Afsaneh Rahimi,

Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com. Editor: MaryamNamazie
Trandators: Laili Panahi

For information on Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, India, E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Pakistan and Turkey branches, please contact IFIR Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Secretariat. P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




