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Two saved from deportation from Canadato ran

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) -
Vancouver Branch held a
press conference to discuss
issues concerning asylum
seekers and refugees on
January 23 at 4:00pm at the
Coast Plaza Hotel, 1763
Comox St at Denman in
downtown Vancouver. The
IFIR and the Campaign to
Stop Deportations, whichwas
launched in October 2002,
are jointly working on
ensuringthat Iranisaddedto
the Canadian government’s
list of unsafe countries, asit
has been in the past, and to
put a stop to deportations to
[ran.

Iran is not a safe country.
Public executions, use of
torture, flogging, amputations,
and stoning to death are
exercised repeatedly.

CanadianIlmmigrationforces
asylumclaimantstocomplete
temporary travel document
formsprovidedby theldamic
RepublicEmbassy inCanada.
Immigration officers force
Iranian refugees to provide
personal information to the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the
samerepressivegovernment
that these refugees havefled
from. This results in the
deportee’s arrest,
imprisonment, torture, and
even execution upon their
return as it has in the past.
Iran is simply not a safe
country.

On Jan. 17, we received the
disturbing report of thearrest
of twolranianrefugees, Mrs.
Nateghi and her son Mr.
Esmat. They were called to
Immigrationforaninterview
at 10:00amandby 10:25they

had called their employer to
inform him that they have
been handcuffed at the
Immigration officeandwere
beingmovedtoaprison. Mrs.
Nateghi was taken to the
Burnaby Women’'s
Correction Centre and Mr.
Esmat was sent to aprison at
222 Main Street. They were
bothinitialy denied visitors
as well as alawyer.

Thel FIR-Vancouver andthe
Campaign started a protest
letter writing campaign to
many government officials
including the Minister of
Immigration, the UNHCR,
and MPs. We aso sent e
mailsandfaxestobothlranian
and Canadian media.

On Jan. 20, we arranged a
demonstration in front of
Immigration; representatives

of IFIR-Vancouver, the
Campaign and a group of
refugeesrequested ameeting
with Mr. Rob Johnston,
Director of Enforcement to
demand that the deportation
be stopped. Despite all our
efforts, Mr. Johnstonrefused
our request. All the
demonstratorsdecidedtostay
and continuetheir protest until
midnight. While in front of
the Immigration, many
Canadians and passer-bys
joined and offered their
support that night and
promised to continue their
support the next day at the
airport by comingtoour next
planned protest.

Since the day of deportation
was announced, Tuesday
Jan. 21, weplannedtohavea
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Nothing is sacred but the human being
Refugee women: victims of the New World Order

Maryam Namazie

A conference entitled ‘In
Commemoration of Fadima
Sahindal: Honour killings
and oppression of women:
culture and politics or
cultural politics' which was
held during 17-19 January
2003 in Stockholm, Sweden
ended in success. The three

day conference dealt in
depth with critical issues
such as honour killings,
secularism, political Islam
and women’s and refugee
women’s rights. Speakers
included Azar Majedi,
Taslima Nasrin, Goran
Greider, Sarah Mohamad,
Parvin Kaboli, Nasek
Ahmad, Maryam Namaze,
Azam Kamguyan, Aida
Soleyman Touma, Halaleh

Taheri and many others.
Hundreds attended the
three-day session,
including governmental
and non-government
representatives. Maryam
Namazie's speech given
at the conference
follows.

A summary glance at the
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Two saved from deportation, from page 1

protest at the airport in front
of the gates to raise public
awareness with the hope of
positively influencing their
fate. The members of IFIR
Vancouver, the Campaign,
and individual supporters
arrived at the airport and
weretryingtogetinformation
of theflight when suddenly a
friend of Mrs. Nateghi
recognized her walking
handcuffed, and in the
custody of an immigration
officer. Her friend screamed

her name and in a matter of
seconds, everybody
surrounded her, trying to
protect her from being taken
away.

In the confusion, Mrs.
Nateghi started torunfor her
life and managed to escape.
Since this incident, Mrs.
Nateghi has turned herself
over totheauthoritiesand is
again in custody. She is
neither a criminal nor a
lawbreaker, and what

happened to her can easily
happentoanybody whofeels
his/her lifeisin danger.

IFIR Vancouver and the
Campaignwill continuetheir
work towards impelling the
Government of Canada to
acknowledge Iran as an
unsafecountry andtostopits
deportation of Iranian
refugees.

We once again call on all
progressive individuals and

organisations to join our
protest and support the
Campaign Against
Deportations. Stopping
deportationand mistreatment
of refugeesisavictory for al
freedom loving people.
Telephone Rob Johnson at
Immigration Canadaat 604-
666-5946, and/or email the
Minister of Immigration,
Denis Coderre at
minister@cic.gc.ca to
demand they stop the
deportationsto Iran.

Nothing is sacred but the human being, from page 1

worldrevealstheintolerable
situation of refugees and
asylumseekersingeneral and
women refugeesand asylum
seekers in particular. There
hasbeenanall-outwar against
asylumseekersnot just since
the aftermath of the
September 11tragedy, though
the assault was stepped up
post 9/11. It all began at the
end of the Cold War when
Western governments no
longer needed to portray
themselvespro-humanrights
vis-avis the Eastern bloc.
Since then asylum seekers
havenot only become'illegal
migrants and’‘criminals' but
are now also deemed
‘terrorists . Inthisall-out war,
women are one of the most

adversely affected, shut
behind closed doorsdying of
thefreezing cold, suffocating
in containers, drowning in
seasandlanguishinginabject
poverty and misery. Most
women can't even get to a
safer place to apply for
refugee status based on
‘membership in a particular
social group’. Routes to
safety areeither shut tight or
shutting. This intolerable
situation is also an aspect of
the New World Order and
the USA’s attempts to
establishaunipolarworldand
its complete hegemony and
dominance. The September
11 tragedy and the
subsequent war of terrorists
have been the means to

intensify this attempt and
establish naked barbarity in
theworld. Inthisera, anything
is permissible. The USA
government canround up all
non-immigrantmenandboys
over 16 born in the Middle
East and detain thousands.
TheEU can proposeto make
refugee status a temporary
one. Withtheimpendingwar
on lraq, Turkey can send in
troopstolragi Kurdistanwith
the specific aim of stopping
the refugee flow. Despite
continued insecurity and
misogyny inAfghanistan, all
borderscanbeclosedtothose
fleeingand EU governments,
the UNHCR and border
countriessuch asthelslamic
regime in Iran can begin

deportations or so-called
‘repatriations’.

Even in their so-called war
against terrorism, they don’t
even feign to adhere or
respect rights. Western
governments have left the
people of the region at the
mercy of political Idam, which
incidentally they helped
strengthen and maintain. In
fact, they havebeen stepping
up thewar on the peopleand
women of the Middle East:
they arestoppingvictimsfrom
reaching safety while
colluding and supporting
Islamic states and
movements. They have
established a Loya Jirga in
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Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)

Withthebloody suppressionof therevolutioninlranandtheimpositionof anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organisation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvasthumanmass
aroundthemaost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingthe rright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organisationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople€' s
nationality, religion, sexandor political affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessty. Creatingthe
I nternational Federation of | ranian Refugees (I FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
conditions. Ashe said: * Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.’
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Nothing issacred but the human being, from page 2

Afghanistan to ensure that
women’s rights do not go
beyond the anti-woman

Islamic framework. In Irag,
they have gathered a bunch
of misogynists and Islamic
and other reactionaries to
administer Iraq post Saddam
Hussain. In Iran, the EU is
pursuing a ‘human rights
dialogue’ withoneof themost
oppressive states in human
history. And when women
flee and manage to reach a
safer place to apply for
asylum they say that ‘the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s
congtitution grants women
egual rights’ or that * Article
21 guarantees women’s
rightsinall respects’ (reasons
givenin UK refusal).

Women and women asylum
seekers are one of the first
victims of this policy and
practice. They arethevictims
of palitical Isamandlslamic
terrorism, USA/NATO
terrorism, includingbombings

and economic sanctions,

fervour to be and only be

supportingthesourceof their

closedbordersandthedenial  anti-imperiaist.Itholdsralies  oppression and reason for

of the right to asylum and with Islamists rather than flight

and without

also cultura relativism. All
standards, norms, rights are
relativeaccordingtothisracist
notion. Solranianprisonsare
‘satisfactory for third world
standards’ (according to the
Dutch government) and
peace in Afghanistan is
satisfactory according to
‘Afghan standards’
(accordingtotheEconomist).
This means that women can
continuetobestoned, flogged,
beheaded, veiled and
mutilated under sexual
apartheid inthe Middle East
and can continue to be
segregated, veiled, killed in
the name of honour and live
under different standardsand
rights in the West itself
resulting in the murders of
thePelasand Fadimas(killed
in the name of honour in
Sweden). The ‘Left’ too is
not immuneto thisracism. It
excusespolitical Issaminits

progressives and segregates
men and women in anti-war
meetings. It too leaves
women at the mercy of
Islamic states  and
movements.

One cannot claim to defend
refugee women without
defending open borders, an
end to detention and
deportation, and the right to
asylumforall womenfleeing
politica Idam. Politica Idam
iS SO misogynist, so deadly,
and so inhuman that anyone
who managesto flee it must
begranted asylum. Onecould
not only demand asylum for
some Jews fleeing Nazi
fascism. In the same way,
one cannot demand asylum
for only somewomenfleeing
I slami c fascism. One cannot
claim to defend women
asylum seekersand refugees
whileremaining silent on or

unequivocally opposing
political Islam. One can't
claim to defend refugee
womenwithout supportingthe
movement for secularismand
the overthrow of Islamic
stateslikethelslamicregime
in Iran by the people or
supporting secularism and
equal rightsfor womeninthe
Middle East aswell asthose
livinginthe West.

Before anything, we must
begin with the fundamental
premisethat nothingissacred
but thehumanbeing. Wemust
begin with women and their
universal rights in order to
defend women living in
|slam-stricken societies and
communities, in order to
prevent anymore Pelas and
Fadimas, and defendrefugee
women’s rights. This of
course is our task.



January 23,2003 4

JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | =~ Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir@iprimus.com.au; Belgium: Hossein Pesh Ehsan, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
+ 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com; Canada: Siamak
Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Ca; Denmark: Mahmoud

Gasvini, Tel: +45 51603121, nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; __ )
England: Saeed Arman, Tel: +44 7931866985, Visit IFIR sitefor |atest

International refugee news,

s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali,
Tel: +49 172 5350946, ifirgermany @web.de; Holland:

Magid Poostanchi, Tel: +31-613248331, i
ifir_holland@yahoo.com; Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, urgent actions and Press
Tel: +47 40851738, ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil I’el eases.

Moloodi, Tel: +46 70 492 0349, ifrs@hotmail.com; .
Switzerland: Mahmood Rahbary, Tel: +41 78 795 75 81, www.hambastegi.org
m_rahbary @hotmail.com; United States. Afsaneh Rahimi,

Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com. Editor: MaryamNamazie
Trandators: Laili Panahi

For information on Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, India, E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Pakistan and Turkey branches, please contact IFIR Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Secretariat. P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




