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Arrestsinthe USA and theresponse

Interview with
Ali Javadi

The USA has recently ar-
rested hundreds of the Ira-
nians and many others
born in the Middle East
residing in the USA. What
are the USA government’s
objectives?

Ali Javadi: With the Sep-
tember 11 atrocity, theworld
entered a dark and bloody
era. The war that the USA
administration callsthe‘war
on terrorism’ is in fact the
beginning of awar between
two poles of reactionary Is-

lamic and state terrorism.
One of the consequences of
the September 11 atrocity is
theattempt by theruling USA
administration to turn Ameri-
can society towards the
Right. Thisispart of the bat-
tleto definethe detailsof the
New World Order and ac-
cordingly givemeaningtothe
‘internal’ dimensionsof this
reactionary order. The gen-
era path of such effortsis
through the imposition of
much more policecontrol and
restricting thecivil rightsand
prerogatives of citizens. All
these restrictions and police
controls are pushed forward
under the pretext of ‘peo-
ple’s security’ and ‘internal
security’ . On the other hand,
initswar against political Is-
lam, it was expected that the
USA ruling administration
will impose more policecon-
trol and restrictions on the

citizens of Islam-ridden so-
cieties and lranians in the
United States. The people
who have themselves been
victimsof Idamicterrorism
or fled this reaction sud-
denly find themselves vic-
tims of the war of the ter-
rorists. The USA did this
during the 2" World War
too. Japanese residents of
the USA were rounded up
and taken to ‘ concentration
camps’ in an inhumane act.
In my opinion, within this
framework, these are the
objectives of the USA gov-
ernment; it will continue to
pursue them in the future.

What has been the re-
sponse and protests to
these arrests?

Ali Javadi: A loca radio sta-
tion, which occasionally
deals with socia issues of

[ranianimmigrantscalled for
ademonstration on Wednes-
day of last week. The Inter-
national Federation of Iranian
Refugees (IFIR) also called
on progressive Iranian peo-
ple to take part in this dem-
ongtration with the d ogans of
‘Freedom for all Detainees’,
‘An Immediate end to mass
Detentions,” ‘No-oneisllle-
ga, ‘No to Islamic Terror-
ism, No to USA state Ter-
rorism’ and ‘ Down with the
Islamic Republic of Iran.’
The social fabric of the par-
ticipantsinthedemonstration
was particularly different
from other demonstrationsin
thiscity. The presence of the
young generation was no-
ticeable. Two generations of
Iranian immigrants residing
in LosAngelesthat took part
in the demonstration, both
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those who were born in
America and those who had
left Iran because of the dark
rule of theldlamic Republic,
saw the action of the US
Immigration and Naturalisa-
tion Service (INS) as inhu-
mane. The press release is-
sued by the Worker-commu-
nist Party of Iran and the
IFIRwasvery well received.

The Islamic Republic tried
to pose as the defender of
the detainees and the BBC
announced that ‘Muslims'
were arrested and that Ira-
nians had demonstrated.
What is your assessment of
these attempts?

Ali Javadi: Thelslamic Re-
public of Iran tried to take
advantage of these protests.
The regime’s 2™ Khordad
faction (also known as the
reformists), the Tudeh-ists,
the Fedayeen Majority and
other supporters of the Is-
lamic regime followed the
same policy. Clearly, their
attempts had nothing to do
with the essence of this pro-
test. The aim and objective
of theldamic thugsand their
supportersareclear; they are
promoting their own policies.
The BBC however, provided
them with the publicity they
wanted. The BBC an-

nounced that: ‘ the detention
of Muslims was met with a
demonstration by Iranians.’
To falsify the fact and real-
ity is part of the BBC's job
specification. Inthissaga, no
onewas arrested for believ-
ing in Islam. This action of
the BBC isanother example
of the very same policy that
brought Khomeini from the
depths of political Islam’s
sewage to the forefront of
Iranian politics, called him
the‘leader’ of therevolution,
called thepeopl€e'srevolution
‘Idamic’ and employed its
broadcasting machinery in
the service and support of the
despicable Islamic move-
ment. Some of the USA ex-
treme-right mediaalso tried
to portray the sameimage of
the protests. They tried to
portray these protests as be-
ing inthe camp of thelslam-
istsand not the protest of the
civilised world against the
inhumane and right wing
policy of the US ruling ad-
ministration. The massive
majority of the people who
took part in this demonstra-
tion are those who day and
night are cursing thelslamic
regime.

How different was the re-
action of the Monarchists
and the right wing opposi-

tion to the peopl€e's protests
against the detentions and
what is your assessment of
these reactions?

Ali Javadi: The reaction of
this rank was amazing! In
their bizarro-world there is
nothing outside the two
campsof reactionary Idamic
terrorism and stateterrorism;
there is nothing called civi-
lised and progressive human-
ity. Exactly like the USA
right wing circles, and to jus-
tify their policy, they linked
these protests to the Islamic
regime and groups associ-
ated with them. Someof their
circles, in the same manner
of the fascist US attorney
genera, openly defended the
inhumane policy of the
USINS. The situation wasso
bad that Reza Pahlavi, was
forced to write to George
Bush ten days later and ask
for asoftening of the deten-
tion policy while asking for
USsupport for himself in or-
der to save face! The Mon-
archists and generally the
grouping that does not have
any other means of achiev-
ing power apart from guns,
tanks, cruise missilesand the
USA propagandamachinery
could not be seento sidewith
thisprotest. Inthewar of the
terrorists, they are uncondi-

tionally on the side of the
USA and Isradli state terror-
ism. Theright wing US gov-
ernment istheir only saviour
and hopeto get to thethrone.
Their hysterical propaganda
isbecause of their policy. Do
they have any history of de-
fending thecivil rightsof the
people during their time in
power? The people have not
forgotten the SAVAK ma-
chinery and denia of even
smallest of civil rightsduring
their rule.

The above is an interview
conducted in Persian by
International Weekly
number 139 dated Decem-
ber 27, 2002. It was first
published in English in
WPI Briefing number 89
dated December 30, 2002.
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Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)
Withthebl oody suppressionof therevol utioninlranandtheimposition of anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organi sation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvast humanmass
aroundthemost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheirright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organi sationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople’ s
nationdlity, reigion, sexandor palitical affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessity. Creatingthe
International Federationof Iranian Refugees(l FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
conditions. Ashe said: * Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.’
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Oppose USIimmigration’s
detention and USA’sracist law

ThelInternational Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) unequivocally
condemnsthe USA Immigration and Naturalisation Service' sarrest of
thousands of non-immigrant boys and men from Iran and other
Middle Eastern countries. The USA’spolicy of registering all menand
boysover 16 bornin many Middle Eastern and North African countries
and detaining thousandsisracist, diminishescivil rightsinthe US and
has nothing to do with fighting against terrorism.

Send letters of protest to George Bush at President@Whitehouse.Gov
condemning the USA law and detentions, calling for an end to the
registration process and demanding the release of all detainees. Send
copies of your e-mails to ifir@ukonline.co.uk.

Sample L etter

|/my organisation condemn(s) the USA law requiring all boys over 16
and men born in many Middle Eastern and North African countries
from registering with the US INS. I/my organisation also condemns
the detention of thousands who showed up to comply with the law.
We call for an end to the registration system and law and demand the
release of all those arrested.

Send copies of your e-mails to ifir@ukonline.co.uk.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | =~ Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir@iprimus.com.au; Belgium: Hossein Pesh Ehsan, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
+ 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com; Canada: Siamak
Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Ca; Denmark: Mahmoud

Gasvini, Tel: +45 51603121, nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; __ )
England: Saeed Arman, Tel: +44 7931866985, Visit IFIR sitefor |atest

International refugee news,

s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali,
Tel: +49 172 5350946, ifirgermany @web.de; Holland:

Magid Poostanchi, Tel: +31-613248331, i
ifir_holland@yahoo.com; Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, urgent actions and Press
Tel: +47 40851738, ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil I’el eases.

Moloodi, Tel: +46 70 492 0349, ifrs@hotmail.com; .
Switzerland: Mahmood Rahbary, Tel: +41 78 795 75 81, www.hambastegi.org
m_rahbary @hotmail.com; United States. Afsaneh Rahimi,

Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com. Editor: MaryamNamazie
Trandators: Laili Panahi

For information on Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, India, E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Pakistan and Turkey branches, please contact IFIR Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Secretariat. P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




