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All thosejalled by theUS
Immlgratlon must befreed!

There are many peoplefrom
Iran and several other coun-
tries till in jail in the USA
after having been arrested
for complying with an order
for al non-immigrant men
over 16 from Iran, Iraq, Su-
dan, Libyaand Syriato reg-
ister with the US Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation Serv-
ice (INS) by December 16.

Many of the Iranian detain-
ees are in danger of being
deported to the Isamic Re-
publicof Iran. Thisinhumane
policy must be defeated.
These arrests are part of the
war of terrorists - the USA’s
state terrorism versus |Is-
lamic terrorism. Restricting
the civil rights of the people

of America is another ele-
ment in this war. We must
not become the victims of
thewar of theterrorists, lose
our rightsand have our dig-
nity and humanity trampled
upon by reactionaries.

All the detainees must be
released unconditionally. We
are the victims of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’ster-
rorism. We have run away
from the horrors, execution
andthereign of ISamtolive
in another corner of the
world. Living in any part of
the world is a fundamental
right of every person. We
will not allow ourselvesto be
condemned to a life of fear
and trepidation. We must not
alow the lives of people to
be subject to such insecurity.

The Worker-communist
Party of Iran - US Commit-
teeandtheInternational Fed-
eration of the Iranian Refu-
gees - US Branch call on
groupsandindividualsto pro-
test against the imprisonment
of theimmigrantsandtojoin
our protests. Shoulder to
shoulder with the progressive
and socialist groups of
America, let us protest
against Idamicterrorismand
the atmosphere of fear cre-
ated by the USA govern-
ment.

The Worker-communist
Party of Iran and the Inter-
national Federation of the
Iranian Refugeeshavecalled
for several demonstrationsin
LosAngelessofar calingfor
the release of the detainees.

We have aso suffered at the hands of

|ldam!

Maryam Namazie
ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Thousands have been
arrested throughout the USA
after complyingwithanorder
for al non-immigrant men
over 16 from lIran, Iraq,
Sudan, Libya and Syria to

register with the US
Immigration and
Naturalisation Service(INS)
by December 16. TheINSis
refusing to say how many
have been arrested from the
7,200 boysand menwho had
been expected to show up at
their offices nationwide.
Y oungandold, many of them
with pending immigration
petitions, havebeen detained
andareat risk of deportation.

There are numerous reports
of mistreatment and abuse.
And there are more mass
arrests to come. Boys and
men from Afghanistan,
Algeria, Bahrain, Eritrea,
Lebanon, Morocco, North
Korea, Oman, Qatar,
Somalia, Tunisia, theUnited
Arab Emirates and Y emen
face a registration deadline
of January 10 whilst those
from Saudi Arabia and

Pakistan must register by
February 21.

Themgjority of thosetargeted
by this outrageous racial
profiling and state racism
reminiscent of theinternment
of the JapaneseduringWorld
War |l are non-immigrants
whowerebornintheMiddle
East and North Africa. The

Cont. on page 2
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only ‘crime’ of these people
who are in the USA on
student, tourist or work visas
and or with pending
immigrationpetitionsistheir
place of birth. Entire groups
of people are being deemed
criminals for the crimes of
Islamic states and groups
from which in fact many of
them have fled. They are
criminalised even if they are
now citizens of other

countries like Canada, even
if they are secularists, non-
Muslims, opponents of
political Islam and Islamic
terrorism, Muslims who
opposepolitical Isam (doall
Americans or ‘Christians
support the KKK?) and so
on. These people are being
deemed guilty for the acts of
states and groups that have
been at one time or are now
supported by the USA and

West.

This USA law and
registration system would
realy be preposterous if it
was passed for the terrorist
acts of some ‘Americans
and or even the USA
government. Wouldn't it be
preposterous to round up al
American and Western boys
and men over 16 because of
the actions of for example

Timothy McVeigh?Or even
because of the acts of
terrorism of the USA
government onsay thepeople
of Iraq or Chile? It seems
preposterous because it is a
giventhat peoplelivinginthe
West are not homogeneous
and don't usually represent
the government or
reactionary right-winggroups

Cont. on page 3

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)
Withthebl oody suppressionof therevol utioninlranandtheimposition of anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organi sation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvast humanmass
aroundthemost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheirright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organi sationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople’ s
nationdlity, reigion, sexandor palitical affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessity. Creatingthe
International Federationof Iranian Refugees(l FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
conditions. Ashe said: * Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.’
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in the West. But when it
comes to ‘easterners’,
everyoneisoneandthesame
with the Islamic states and
groups that have wreaked
havoc in the region and the
world.

Thisracistlaw andthearrests
portray al people from the
MiddleEastandNorthAfrica
as terrorist. Clearly, thisis
not the case. Infact, Islamic
terrorismandpolitical Islam,
which was strengthened by
the West, has massacred a
lot morefor alotlonger. The
tragedy and outragethat took
placeon September 11isthe
daily tragedy of the people
livinginthatregion. Inredlity,

many of thoserounded upin
the past few daysor thedays
to come are victims of this
very Islamic terrorism
themselves. Thislaw also
deemsall thosecountriesand
people as ‘Islamic’ and
‘Mudlim’. It’ sasif thepeople
of that region chooseto live
under Islamic fascism and
intolerableldamiclaws. And
this is not only the USA
government’s assumption.
Armenia whichwasoriginaly
on the registration list, was
scratched off at the last
minutefor beinga’ Christian
nation’. According to a
spokesperson of the
Armenian Assembly of
America: ‘Wehave suffered

at the hands of
Islam...unfortunately, we
have junior members of the
State Department who don't
know one country from
another'!!! It's as if there
areno differencesin beliefs,
opinions, religions in that
region, no struggles, no
socidigts, atheists, secularists,
freedom-lovers and so on.
Fore example, though there
isananti-1slamicbacklashin
Iran and people there are
actively struggling to
overthrowtheldamicregime
in lran, lranians are being
portrayed as one and the
same with the state that is
oppressing them.

This law and arrests have
justabout asmuchlegitimacy
as the law rounding up
Germans and Japanese
during theWorld Wars- that
is, none whatsoever. What
relation did the Japanese at
the time have with the
Japanesegovernment?What
relationdoesthelranian, Iragi,
Libyan student, worker or
tourist have with those
governments?Thislaw must
beresisted and pushed back.
The USA government must
not be alowed to assault
rights, diminishcivil rightson
aglobd level andre-victimise
peoplewhohavealready been
thevictimsof Idamicor USA
terrorism.

Oppose USIimmigration’s
detention and USA’sracist law

The International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) unequivocally condemns the USA
Immigrationand Naturalisation Service' sarrest of thousandsof non-immigrant boysand menfrom
Iran and other Middle Eastern countries. The USA’ spolicy of registering all men and boysover
16 bornin many Middle Eastern and North African countries and detaining thousandsisracist,
diminishescivil rightsin the US and has nothing to do with fighting against terrorism.

Send | ettersof protest to George Bush at President@Whitehouse.Gov condemning the USA law
and detentions, calling for an end to the registration process and demanding the release of all
detainees. Send copies of your e-mailstoifir@ukonline.co.uk.

Sample L etter

|/my organi sationcondemn(s) theUSA law requiringall boysover 16 and menborninmany Middle
Eastern and North African countries from registering with the USINS. I/my organisation also
condemnsthe detention of thousandswho showed up to comply withthelaw. Wecall for anend
to the registration system and law and demand the rel ease of all those arrested.

Send copiesof your e-mailstoifir@ukonline.co.uk.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | =~ Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir@iprimus.com.au; Belgium: Hossein Pesh Ehsan, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
+ 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com; Canada: Siamak
Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Ca; Denmark: Mahmoud

Gasvini, Tel: +45 51603121, nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; __ )
England: Saeed Arman, Tel: +44 7931866985, Visit IFIR sitefor |atest

International refugee news,

s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali,
Tel: +49 172 5350946, ifirgermany @web.de; Holland:

Magid Poostanchi, Tel: +31-613248331, i
ifir_holland@yahoo.com; Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, urgent actions and Press
Tel: +47 40851738, ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil I’el eases.

Moloodi, Tel: +46 70 492 0349, ifrs@hotmail.com; .
Switzerland: Mahmood Rahbary, Tel: +41 78 795 75 81, www.hambastegi.org
m_rahbary @hotmail.com; United States. Afsaneh Rahimi,

Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com. Editor: MaryamNamazie
Trandators: Laili Panahi

For information on Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, India, E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Pakistan and Turkey branches, please contact IFIR Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Secretariat. P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




