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Another small victory agal nst detentlonl
It’ s not enough!

Maryam Namazie
ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Under massiveinternational
and national pressure, the
Australian government has
partially backeddownonthe
issue of detention of asylum
seekers. Under new
guidelines released by
Immigration Minister Philip
Ruddock, unaccompanied
minorswill now beplacedin
foster care and women with
children will be offered an
‘aternative tolivinginhigh-

security detention centres.
Also, the Australian
government hasreportedthat
it will shut down Woomera
detention centre as soon as
possible. As Hambastegi
readersknow, Woomerahas
been labelled the worst
detention centrein Australia
for its human rights abuses
and has been the scene of
intense opposition by the
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees, asylum
seekers, refugee rights
activistsand othersnationa ly
andinternationally.
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The release of women and
children from detention and
the shutting down of
Woomera are critical gains
and show just how important
protesting, raising public
awareness and mobilising
support for asylum seekers

is.Wemust keepthispressure
on and escalate it. We must
keep organising positive
forms of protest including
demonstrations, sit-ins,
speakingtours, caravansand
publicmeetingstogainpublic

Cont. on page 2
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bl Afghan refugee chil-
dren have died as a result
of cold: From 4 December
until now, 41 Afghan refugee
children have died as a re-
sult of the sub-zero cold in
three makeshift campsalong
the Pakistani border. 1200
children under eight are at
seriousrisk of dying. Inthis

: ¥

cold, morethan 100,000 peo-
plelivingincampsalong the
border lack proper warm
_ clothes and adequate
shelter.

Thisisapainful tragedy
inthisregion. If thishap-
..= pens to one British or

® American soldier, it will

create uproar and those
responsible will be held ac-
countable but when thelives
of tens of thousands of asy-
lum seekersand thousands of
innocent children are threat-
ened, no one is made ac-
countable. Thisisthefate of
thevictimswhoseliveshave
been caught between Idamic
and USA terrorism. The Pa-

kistani government aswell as
the UNHCR areresponsible
for thisgreat human tragedy.
Afghan refugees must be
given proper shelter and pro-
tection.

Torture of asylum
seekers by Australian
soldiers: According to a
recently published Human
RightsWatch report, asylum
seekers were beaten with
electric batons, subdued with
capsicum spray and kept in
excessively cramped
conditions below deck on
boats intercepted by the
Australian navy last year. In
its 94-page report, the
organisation said Australian

soldiers threatened to shoot
asylum seekers, denied
hospital treatment to a
woman bleeding severely
after childbirth, and deserted
barely seaworthy vesselsin
high seas just beyond
Indonesia. The report
disputes the Australian
Federal Government’s
assumption that asylum
seekers could receive
effective protection in
countries where they first
sought asylum, such as Iran
and Pakistan, or that they
could obtain protection in
countries they passed
through en route, such as
Indonesiaand Malaysia. The
report also notes that two
female asylum seekers died

Cont. on page 3
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support in Australia and
internationally. We must
organise escapes and break-
andpull downdetentioncentre
barbed wire walls (as was
doneat Woomera) andso on.

Y et while the partia retreat
of theAustraliangovernment
issignificant, itisin no way
enough. It is not enough for
theAustraliangovernmentto
rel easewomen and children.
It is not enough for them to
shut downWoomera. Itisnot
even enough for themto end
the policy of mandatory
detention. The Australian
government must compl etely
end its policy of detaining
asylumseekersandshutdown
all its detention centres. It
must end theso-called Pecific
solution and alow asylum
seekers entry into Australia.
It must pay reparationsto al
those it has interned and
mentally and physically
abused. (We recently
received news that the
Badraies, parents of Shayan,
aseven-year-old Iranian boy

who was  seriously
traumatised and mentally
scarred by two years in
detention will launch a
$750,000legal actionagainst
thelmmigrationMinister and
his department for Shayan’s
pain and suffering and the
costs of ongoing psychiatric
counselling.) TheAustralian
government must givein to
an independent inquiry to
investigate the extent of its
abuses and that of private
companiesliketheACM that
have been managing centres
and abused rights. The
Australiangovernment must
officially and publicly
concede wrongdoing. The
Immigration  Minister
Ruddock and PrimeMinister
Howard must resign.

Of course, whether or not
these happen, depend on us.
Human beings, within
progressive movements,
make change for the better,
not governments. Will webe
able to force the Australian
government to a complete

retreat? Can we make the
law on detaining asylum
seekers as much of an
outrage in public opinion as
theAustraliangovernment’s
1930s law which allowed
Aboriginal ‘half-caste’
childrento beremoved from
their homes and transported
to ‘re-education’ centres
where they were trained as
domesticworkersin order to
‘integrate’ them?

There are many factors
involved in whether we can
succeed but thereare several
important ones that need to
be mentioned here. One is
that the protest we continue
toorganisemust beapositive
and international one. We
mustn’ tallow asylumseekers
to harm and mutilate
themselves in the ensuing
protests. In defence of
asylumrights, too, advocates
mustn't use backward and
negative methods such as
hunger strikes or symbolic
mutilations just as they
wouldn’t use these methods

say in defence of a
firefighters’ strike. The
working classmustintervene
in this struggle as a struggle
that affects all of society.
We must never compromise
on peopl € srights. We must
call detention and detention
centres what they are.
Detentionisasanitised name
for imprisoning innocent
people who have committed
no crime. Detention centres
are concentration camps.
These centres are nothing
but symbols of state racism
(while the Australian
government has conceded
thatmost‘illega’ immigrants
are British, it is the
‘easterners’ that are locked
up like animals). They are
nothing but institutions of
state-sponsored violence
under legal cover. Clearly,
detai ninginnocent peoplewho
have fled persecution,
violations, political ISamand
countries like Iran, Iraq and
Afghanistan, evenfor anhour
isacrime. Onthese we must
not compromise.

Stop Executionsin Iran

The International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) unequivocaly condemns the Islamic Republic of Iran and
executionsin al formsand calls on groups and individualsto exert pressure on the I lamic regime to stop the executions
and stonings. We must not allow thisregimeto kill anymore human beings. International pressure can beinstrumental in
savinglives. Sendyour lettersof protest to: Mohammad K hatami, E-mail: khatami @president.ir. Address. ThePresidency,
Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran. Sample letter: /My organisation strongly:
condemn(s) thelslamic Republicof Iranfor itsrecent executionsand stoningsand demand(s) animmediateendtoall forms
of execution. Please send copiesto ifir@ukonline.co.uk.

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)
Withthebl oody suppressionof therevol utioninlranandtheimposition of anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organi sation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvast humanmass
aroundthemost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheirright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organi sationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople’ s
nationdlity, reigion, sexandor palitical affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessity. Creatingthe
International Federationof Iranian Refugees(l FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
conditions. Ashe said: * Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.’
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in the course of an
interception operation on
October 8, 2001, which is
now the subject of aninquiry.

This report reiterates what
the International Federation
of lranian Refugees and
other advocates have been
saying for a long while. It
clearly showsthat thereisno
difference between the
threats and suppressions of
Australian soldiers and the
police and security forcesin
Iran, Irag, etc. The nature
and essence of both are the
same. In both, human beings
haveno placeintheir system
and policies. Therefore, you
can be beaten, abused, and
deniedyour basicrights. The
situation in Australia places
additional tasks before us.
We must bring an end to
violationsof asylumrights. It
isadifficult task but onethat
isvitally importantintoday’s
world.

Denmark to slash pay-
ments to asylum seekers:
The Danish government is
planning to cut allowances
for asylum seekersby aquar-
ter, threatening even lower
allowances if refugees
refuse to work in asylum
centres.

Thisnew anti-asylum policy
isapolicy which hasaready
been defeated in the UK. In
2000, the British government
introduced a voucher
scheme but was forced to
scrap the discredited scheme
in February 2002 and replace
it by cash payments on 8
April 2002. Thiswasasig-
nificant victory for the asy-
lum and anti-racist move-
ment. The UK government’s
retreat was made possible
only after amassive and col-
lective struggle onthe part of
progressive and freedom lov-
ing peopleand groupsin that
country. This victory has

proven that changesand im-
provementsin the conditions
of refugees and asylum
seekerscan beattained if we
stick to our just demandsand
steadfastly pursuethem. We
haveto bevictoriousin Den-
mark too. If European gov-
ernmentsreproduce anti-asy-
lum policies, human and civil
rightsactivistswill reproduce
their successful experiences
and struggles. Thisisnot just
aDanish struggle. Any strug-
gleonasylumand civil rights
isauniversal one. The Dan-
ish government must be de-
feated as well.

Greece’s new asylum
regulation is anti-human:
According to recent Greek
regulation, asylum seekers
entering Greeceillegally are
to be subject to arrest,
imprisonment and fines,
despite the fact that most
asylum seekersareforced to
flee persecution without
proper documents. Those

unable to pay thefineareto
remain in prison until
deportedtotheir countriesof
origin.Imprisoningandfining
asylumseekersareatravesty
of justice and a violation of
therightsof asylum seekers.
These new regulations in
Greece only serve to
humiliateand swindleasylum
seekers and deny them
access to determination
procedures. Because of this
regulation, many asylum
seekers are languishing in
prisons.

Following the IFIR’s
campaign in defence of 8
[ranian asylum seekers
imprisoned under this
regulation, the Greek
government contacted the
said asylum seekersandtold
them they could apply for
asylum if they wished! We
must exposethispolicy even
further so that the Greek
government ends its policy
of detention and extortion.

in Manhattan)

Call LaraRabieeat (212) 614-5337 for moreinformation.
Sponsored by the Coalition for the Human Rights of Immigrants (CHRI)

|mmigrant RightsWoark in an I nternational Pergpective
TdkanddiscussonwithMaryamNamazie |HR ExecutiveDirector

Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 pm

Community Service Society of New York, 105 East 22nd Street, Room 4A
(Northeast corner of Park Avenue - entrance on 22nd Street, by subway, take the number 6 train to the 23rd Street stop

Sincepassageof severa harshimmigrationlawsin 1996, theU.S. hasvastly increased detenti on and deportati on of
immigrantsinthiscountry, including asylumseekers, legal permanent residentsconvicted of crimes, andsincethe
September 11 attacks, thosewith minor visaviolations. Racial profilingiscurrently beingusedto concentratethe
enforcement on certain communities, and asawhol ethedetention and deportation policiesarelargely impacting
immigrantsfromthepoorer nations. Y et thiscrackdownonimmigrantsisnot uniquetotheUnited States. Itispart
of abroader trend affecting migrantsthroughout theworld, and very evidentin Europe.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | =~ Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir@iprimus.com.au; Belgium: Hossein Pesh Ehsan, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
+ 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com; Canada: Siamak
Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Ca; Denmark: Mahmoud

Gasvini, Tel: +45 51603121, nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; __ )
England: Saeed Arman, Tel: +44 7931866985, Visit IFIR sitefor |atest

International refugee news,

s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali,
Tel: +49 172 5350946, ifirgermany @web.de; Holland:

Magid Poostanchi, Tel: +31-613248331, i
ifir_holland@yahoo.com; Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, urgent actions and Press
Tel: +47 40851738, ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil I’el eases.

Moloodi, Tel: +46 70 492 0349, ifrs@hotmail.com; .
Switzerland: Mahmood Rahbary, Tel: +41 78 795 75 81, www.hambastegi.org
m_rahbary @hotmail.com; United States. Afsaneh Rahimi,

Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com. Editor: MaryamNamazie
Trandators: Laili Panahi

For information on Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, India, E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Pakistan and Turkey branches, please contact IFIR Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Secretariat. P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




