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Sop Departations, DefendRefugee

Refugee rights are under
attack worldwide. As
governments are working
together to makeit easier for
capital to flow freely, they
make it harder for peopleto
crosshorders. The Canadian
government’s proposed
changes to the immigration
laws represent a vicious
assault on immigrants and
asylum seekers. The federal
government has announced
racist anti-working class
changesto Canada salready
problematic immigration

laws. These changes are
occurring at atimewhen the
Canadiangovernmentisalso
increasing the number of
deportations of asylum
seekers. Hundreds of these
asylum seekers are from
countries such as Algeria,
China, Iran and Latin
America who are fleeing
politica andsocia oppression.

About 2,500 asylum seekers
from Iran are in danger of
deportation. These people
havefledtheldamicRepublic

of Iran. The Canadian
government hasimprovedits
economic and political
relationshipwiththelslamic
regimesince1995. Whilethe
Islamic Republic of Iran
continuestoabusecivil rights
in Iran, the Canadian
government denies refugee
rights. The Canadian
government claimsthat Iran
isan effectively safecountry
for these asylum seekers,
contrary to Amnesty
International which reports
of public executions, the
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continuation of the use of
torture, flogging, amputation
and stoningtodeathinrecent
weeks. Canadian
immigration forces asylum
seekersawaiting deportation
tocompletetemporary travel
documents provided by the
IslamicRepublicEmbassy in
Canada. This is while we
know of cases of asylum
seekers who have been
arrested, imprisoned,
tortured, and even executed
upon being deported to Iran.

Kourosh Nikneammug berd essao

Minoo Homily

Minoo Homily, the Interna-
tional Federation of Iranian
Refugees - Toronto Branch
Director went to visit
Kourosh Niknam
(Ghobanali Mazraekar) in
Mill Brook prisonin Toronto
on November 2, 2002. Be-
fore fleeing to Canada,
Kourosh spent two yearsin
Adelabad prisonin Shiraz, in
the south of Iran. He was
severely tortured by the re-
gime. Upon his release, he
was forced to flee the Is-

lamic regime and seek politi-
cal asylumin CanadainAu-
gust 2001. Instead of being
recognised as a refugee,
Kourosh was arrested at the
airport and imprisoned. He
hasbeenin prisonfor thelast
16 months and is being kept
in solitary confinement under
very harsh and squalid con-
ditiond

Kourosh was a member of
the People’s Mujahedeen
Organisation of Iran (PMQOI)
many years ago, but he soon
resigned from that organisa-
tion and joined the Worker-
communist Party of Iran.
Because of hisformer affili-
ation with the PMOI, the
Canadian authorities are de-
nying hisright toasylumsince
that government sees the
PMOI asa‘terrorist’ organi-
sation. In fact, it is the Is-

lamic regime of Iran, which
the Canadian government
has closerelationswith, that
is a terrorist regime. The
Canadian government’s la-
belling of an Iranian opposi-
tion group, whatever our po-
sition on that organisation
may be, as ‘terrorist’ only
further helps the Islamic re-
gime.

fromprison

Kourosh must be immedi-
ately released from prison
and havetheright to seek and
enjoy asylum. Hehasawell-
founded fear of persecution
and cannot be refouled to
Iran. The International Fed-
eration of Iranian Refugees
holds the Canadian govern-
ment accountablefor hislife
and safety.

lmmigration &
Asylum Daentionin
theUK andin
Audralia

Public Meeting, London
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Stop Deportations, Defend Refugee Rightsin Canada, from page 1
% Tor al for al et B . individualstojoinusandhelp
=1 Passengers buildastrong codlitiontostop

Immigration officers force
Iranian asylum seekers to
providepersonal information
to the Islamic regime, the
samerepressivegovernment

immediately. Thisisaclear
violation of asylum rights.
Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees -
Vancouver Branch calls on

with those in danger of
deportationand support usto
savetheirlives.Wecall onall
progressive organisations,
trade unions, immigrant and

deportations. We welcome
your support and invite you
to participate in our
organising meetings which
are held at: 6:00 to 8:00pm
every Monday at 201-116
East 3rd Street in North
Vancouver.

We also call on groups and
individuals to join a
demonstration on Monday
December 09, at 10am at the
Immigration Office, 300West
Georgia in Vancouver to
protest deportations. For
moreinformation, contact our
branch director, Tahmineh

that theserefugeeshavefled @l progressive people and refugee rights organisations Sad_eghi a .
from. This must stop groupstostandinsolidarity as well as concerned ETiNENEdRgi@homal.oom

Sop Executionsiniran

Thelnternational Federation of Iranian Refugees (1FIR) unequivocally condemnsthelslamic
Republicof Iranandexecutionsinall formsand callsongroupsandindividual stoexert pressure
on the Islamic regime to stop the executions and stonings. We must not allow thisregimeto
kill anymore human beings. International pressure can beinstrumental in savinglives.

Sendyour |ettersof protest to: Mohammad Khatami, E-mail: khatami @president.ir. Address:
ThePresidency, Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran.

Sampleletter: I/My organi sation strongly condemn(s) thelslamic Republicof Iranfor itsrecent
executionsand stoningsand demand(s) animmediateendtoall formsof execution. Pleasesend
copiesto ifir@ukonline.co.uk.

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)
Withthebl oody suppressionof therevol utioninlranandtheimposition of anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organi sation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvast humanmass
aroundthemost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheirright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organi sationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople’ s
nationdlity, reigion, sexandor palitical affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessity. Creatingthe
- International Federationof Iranian Refugees(I FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
“ 4 conditions. Ashe said: ‘ Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.
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Immigration & Asylum Detientioninthe UK andin
Audrdia

PUBLICMEETING

Organised by the National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns

Tuesday 3rd December
7.30pm Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1
(Nearest tube: Holborn)

Maryam Namazie (I nternational Federation of Iranian Refugees)
NatalieL owrey (anti-WoomeraactivistfromAustralia)
TheresaHayter (Barbed WireBritainanti-detention network)
EmmaGinn (Y arlsWood Campaign)

Chil-Out UK (childrenout of detention centrescampaign)
Gabriel Nkwelle, Hussein Kassuja& other asylum seekers

Over 10,000 asylum seekers and other migrantsare held in detention centresin the UK every
year - althoughthey havecommitted nocrimeandtheir only offenceistocometothe UK fleeing
persecution, war, poverty and oppression. The British government plans to build new
“accommodation’ centres to hold 3,000 migrants. Opposition to these centres continues to
grow.

InFebruary 2002, Y arlsWood, Europe’ shiggest detention centre, burnt down. It wasreveal ed
that the authorities had declined to install sprinklersand other fire safety measures. Now 13
former detainees are charged with arson and/or violent disorder.

In Australia, detainees at the \WWoomera Camp have protested to highlight their imprisonment.
Detainees have staged mass break outs from their detention.

Hear campaignersfrom Britainand Australiaand asylum seekersand migrantswho have been
detained speak about the growing opposition to immigration detention.

More info from John on 020 7701 5197 or Chris on 020 8988 8763 or email ncadc-
london@ncadc.org.uk.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422,
ifir@iprimus.com.au; Azer baijan: Hassan Dadbar, Tel:
+994503246259, ifirbaku@yahoo.com; Belgium: Hossein
Pesh Ehsan, Tel: + 32478904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com;
Canada: Siamak Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Czg;

Maryam Namazie, Executive Director
Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director

Denmark: Mahmoud Gasvini, Tel: +45 2049 3098, . :
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; England: Saeed Arman, Tel: VISIt IFI R SltefOr IateSt
+447931866985, s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Finland: Amir international ref ugee news,
Tavakoli, Tel: +358405821776, tavakoli @hotmail.com; .

Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali, Tel: +49 172 5350946, urgent actions and press

ifirgermany @web.de; Greece: Surush Naurasi,
+31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk; | ndia: AbbasRezai

and Ghafor Zareen, +31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk; aa hambas[egi .0rg
Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, Tel: +47 40851738,

rel eases:

ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil Moloodi, Tel: +46 Editor: MaryamNamazie
704920349, ifrs@hotmail.com; Switzerland: Mahmood Trandators: Laili Panahi
Rahbary, Tel.+41787957581, m_rahbary@hotmail.com;
Turkey: Morad Shaikh, +31619766998,
ifir@ukonline.co.uk; United States: Afsaneh Rahimi,
Tel: +1310413 1578, Rahimi A2000@yahoo.com

E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




