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Support Asylum SeskarsinGresce

Eight Iranian asylum seekers
entering Greece were
arrested by the police and
imprisoned. Inprotesttotheir
arrest and mistreatment, the
imprisoned asylum seekers
have been on hunger strike
for the past 9 days. In a
telephone conversation with
the International Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR),
one of the arrested asylum
seekers described the
conditions of two of thoseon
hunger strike as extremely
critical and confirmedthat the

authoritieshad not madeany
attempt to transfer them to
hospital. The eight are
currentlyin‘Kordolo’ prison.
According to recent Greek
regulation, asylum seekers
entering Greeceillegally will
be subject to arrest,
imprisonment and fine,
despite the fact that most
asylum seekersareforced to
flee persecution without
proper documents. Those
unable to pay the fine areto
remaininprisonuntil deported
to their countries of origin.

Imprisoningandfiningasylum
seekers are a travesty of
justice and aviolation of the
rights of asylum seekers.
These new regulations in
Greece only serve to
humiliateandswindleasylum
seekers and deny them
access to determination
procedures.

IFIR calls on all groups and
individual sto protest against
Greek policy and defend the
right to asylum of the eight
and others. Write to the
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government of Greece and
the UNHCR demanding the
immediateand unconditional
release of theeight aswell as
all asylum seekers from
prison, their immediate
transfer to hospital,
recognition of their right to
asylum, and an end to anti-
asylum legislation. Please
send your letters to the
following addresses. Greek
PM: mail @primeminister.gr;
Greek commissiontotheUN:
Mission.Greece@itu.ch;
UNHCR office in Greece:
great@unhcr.ch.

The URA’s ‘wa on tarorian’ Isawa on Midde

Eadangas

Maryam Namazie

Effective November 15,
2002, the USA hasissuedyet
another draconian measure
in its so-caled ‘war against
terrorism’. As of that date,
al non-immigrant males 16
and older from lIrag, Iran,
Syria, Sudan or Libya are
required to register with the
Immigration and
Naturalisation Service(INS)

within a month or face
deportation and exclusion
fromtheUSA. This'Nationa
Security Entry-Exit
Registration System’ applies
to all those who were last
admittedtotheUnited States
on or before September 10,
2002, andwhowill remainin
theUnited Statesuntil at | east
December 16, 2002. Like
criminals,theseboysandmen
will be questioned, finger-
printed and photographedand
will havetoreturnannually to
re-register until further
notice. (Asylum seekersand
permanent residents are not
required to register sincethe
required information is
already intheir files.)

Clearly, this law is nothing
but state racism. It deems
crimina and condemns an
entire group without any

accusation or evidence. It is
no different from, for
example, the Israeli
government’ s detention and
interrogationof al Palegtinian
boys and men during the
reoccupation and is in line
with the same USA policy
towards 120 thousand
Japanese, 60 percent of
whom were US citizens,
during World War 1l. The
USA detained these
Japanese-Americans in
campsandwasonlyimpelled
to concede that it should not
havedetained anentiregroup
without any accusation,
evidenceandtrial andtogive

the survivors compensation
in 1983. The 15 November
2002 law of the USA
governmentisfundamentally
the same. It is clear-cut
racism under cover of

legdity.

In addition to being racist,
this new law undermines
people’s rights and
recognised norms. Aren't
peopleinnocent until proven
guilty? This is what
Hollywood films
propagandizeonadaily basis.
Mustn't there be an
accusation beforepeoplecan
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be fingerprinted and
photographed? Doesn't the
accused have the right to a
trial, lawyer, and access to
thediscriminatingevidence?
Yes, for a while now, these
rights and standards haven't
been applicable to us
‘easterners’. We al know
their theory of cultural
relativism well. When it
comesto Iran, everything is
safeand dandy for thepeople
there and it is nothing more
than ‘their own culture’.
When we come to Europe
and the US from that living
hell, thesamerightsandlaws
that have been gained by the
working class and people of
thesecountriesandbelongto
al humanity are still not
applicable to us. We aso
know this all too well. Just
one summary look at the
treatment  of these
governments of asylum
seekers and migrants will
clearly revea the varying
standards.

Of courseterrorismisareal

concernforyouand| andthe
vast majority of theworld's
people. Afteral,itiswewho
havebeenandarethevictims
of USA/NATO and or
Islamic terrorism. But what
doesthislaw havetodowith
‘combating terrorism’? Of
course all the states
mentioned are despotic.
There’'s aso no doubt that
they are terrorist. After al,
the Islamic Republic of Iran
is a fundamental pillar of
political 1slam and Islamic
terrorism. But what has this
got to do with the tourist or
student or person who hasa
work visa? The USA has
more of a relationship with
thegovernmentsof Iran, Irag
and so on than the peopl e of
those countries. The West
supported Saddam; the
Islamic Republicof Iranwas
the West’ saternativevis-a-
vis the rise of the Left in
Iran...

We know very well that
whenitcomestothepalitical-
economic interests of these

states, they label some
governments as terrorist at
certain times to suit their
needs. In the past, Irag, for
example, was one of the
USA’s friends, including
when it used chemical
weapons against the people
of Halabje. Right now, too,
an ex-lrag general Nizar al-
Khazraji who is seen by the
USA asapossible successor
to Saddam Hussein has just
been placed under house
arrestinDenmark for leading
the Anfal Operation against
the Kurds in the 80s after a
Kurdish refugee recognised
him in the street and filed a
grievance against him.

But what’s even more
interesting is that the USA
government callsthelslamic
regime in Iran terrorist yet
justthisweek alowed Iran’s
UN envoy Mohammad Javad
Zarif, arepresentativeof state
terrorism, entry to the USA.
Thisiswhile every day and
every week, we hear news
of the return of ordinary

peopleandthedeportation of
asylumseekers. Khatami, the
regime’ spresident, hasgone
to NYC several times and
NYC's entire police force
and law has defended him,
while deterring the Islamic
regime's victims and
opponents. Weknow full well
that their aim is not ending
terrorismbutendingour rights
and protests. We are their
real targets.

In any case, no one realy
believes that the USA
governmentisgoingtodefend
our rights and or eradicate
terrorism. The USA isitself
a source of terrorism and
rightlessness. Only we can
stop the restrictions on civil
rights and eradicate
terrorism. If we agree that
every advance in people’s
rightsistheresult of struggle,
then we must agree that it is
those same progressive
peopleintheUSA andworld
that can end this insecurity,
rightlessness and the war of
terrorists.

Stop Executionsin Iran

The International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) unequivocally condemns the Islamic Republic of Iran and
executionsin all formsand callson groupsand individual sto exert pressure on the Islamic regimeto stop the executions
and stonings. We must not allow this regime to kill anymore human beings. International pressure can be instrumental
in saving lives. Send your letters of protest to: Mohammad Khatami, E-mail: khatami @president.ir. Address: The
Presidency, Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran.

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)

Withthebl oody suppressionof therevol utioninlranandtheimposition of anultra-reactionary
lifeonthepeopl e, tensof thousandsof humanbeings, aloneandwithout organi sation, fledthe
IdamicRepublicof Iraninsearchof security andtranquillity. Organisingthisvast humanmass
aroundthemost modernandhumaneadvancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheirright
toasylum, and creatinganinternational organi sationwithout takingintoconsiderationpeople’ s
nationdlity, reigion, sexandor palitical affiliationbecameanimmediatenecessity. Creatingthe
International Federationof Iranian Refugees(l FIR) wasM ansoor Hekmat’ sresponsetothese
conditions. Ashe said: * Our entirelifestory ischangingthelivesof humanbeings.’
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SangatteCaanndeardtkeProqaedsforAwlum

InCdas

Farshad Hussani

effortsto closeit down began
ever since the camp was
established. Political andlegal
challengesbetweentheBritish

and French

After three years of debates
and clashes between British
and French officials, the
Sangatte refugee camp has
finally been closed to new
entrants. Currently, 1,100
asylum seekersaredill at this
campandaretobeinterviewed
by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) by next April. If
they are accepted by the
UNHCR, half of themwill be
sent to Britain and the other
half will most likely stay in
France. Asof April 2003, this
camp will beclosed down for

good.

Sangatte, which was opened
by theFrenchRed Crossthree
yearsagototemporarily house
asylum seekersin Cdais, has
beenthemost disputedasylum
camp in Europe. Sangétte is
important because of its
geopoalitica locationwhichis
a the main entrance route to
Britain. Eachmonth, hundreds
of asylum seekers from Iragi
Kurdigtan, Afghanistan, Iran
and other countries enter
Britain viathis route to apply
for asylum. Infact, theBritish
government’s campaign
against this camp and their

governments turned
intoaseriousdispute.
During the three
years of the camp’s
exigtence, theBritish
and French media
tried hardto depict a
grotesgue image of
the camp and the
asylum seekersinit.
They portrayed the camp as
thesourceof dl asylumseekers
toBritainandarguedthat there
would be a continuous influx
of asylum seekersinto Britain
until thiscampwasshut down.

The clashes among France
and Britain on the issue of
Sangatterai sesthequestion of
why twogovernmentsthat are
S0 close in their anti-asylum
laws were caught up in a
political battle over Sangatte.
Clearly, Sangatte has not
become apoint of contention
because of it being a transit
point for asylum seekers
enteringtheUK or foritbeing
the source of the asylum flow
into Britain. In fact, it has
become apoint of contention
because it was the mesting
point in the policy of the two
governments' lack of
respongibility towardstherights
and needs of asylum seekers.
Neither government wasor is
willing to take responsibility
for safeguarding and
guaranteeing a safe life with
basic social rightsfor asylum
seekers. The French
government excludedrefugee
recognition from its policy
towardsthese asylum seekers

once the camp was opened.
TheBritishgovernment(which
hasaroleinproducingrefugees
by creating or supporting
inhuman and repressive
regimes in the world) also
refused to secure a decent
standard of living for those
fleeing persecution. Thisisthe
crux of thepolicy of thesetwo
countries. Their refusa to
ensurethehumanrightsof the
asylum seekers is the key to
Sangatte. The other key isin
thehandsof themedia, which
cregted bessts of the asylum
seekers. The French and
British mediaworked hard to
make people think that these
arenot legitimaterefugeesbut
‘illega’ immigrants making
their way to Britain to earn
money, without mentioningthe
reasons or factors for their
flight. Themedia seffortsare
to conced the root cause of
the refugee flow not only to
Franceand Britain, but alsoto
Europeasawhole. Thisisan
effort to degrade refugees,
their dignity and their human
rights. Thisisthehiddensecret
of Sangatte.

Sangatte has been shut down.
Thetwosideshavekissedand
made up and apparently
everything seems to have
endedwell. Couldthisbecalled
theend of thefate of Sangatte
though? Will bringing down
the shutters of Sangatte put at
ease public opinion from an
issuethat hasbeenthemedia' s
fodder for threeyears? So can
they tell peopleeverythinghas
finished?What happenstothe
asylum seeker - the asylum
seeker who reached and
reaches Sangatte with a
thousand difficulties and

calamities? Will ghe turn
aroundandgoback homeupon
seeing Sangatte’'s shutters
down?Canthey nowtell people
toremainunder threat of terror,
death and misery because
Sangatte hasbeen shut down?
Obvioudy not. Camps don't
create refugees; repressive
governmentswithlongrecords
of humanrightsviolationsdo.
Until they exist, sowill asylum
seekers. The only thing that
will change is the miserable
livesof thesevictimsinCalais.
From now on, peoplewill see
asylumseekersdeegpinginthe
sreetsandinboxes. They will
seewomenandchildrencurled
upinthecold. Theimageswe
will see on TV will be of the
youth, women and children
who have died of hunger and
the cold near the former
Sangatte camp.

Yet the asylum seeker who
hasfleddeathandrightlessness
will not succumb to death so
eadly ether. Such inhuman
policieswill actudly encourage
resistance and strengthen the
struggle of asylum seekers.
Only one day after Sangatte
refused access to new
entrants, we witnessed nearly
ahundredasylum seekerswho
occupied thechurch of Caais
and held a sit-in protest.
Although, this protest was
crushed by the police a few
dayslater, moreseriousimages
of the lives and struggles of
refugees were demonstrated.
What's important is that we
mustn'tallowthefirstscenario
to be repeated in Calais. We
must support the struggle of
asylumseekerstoprotecttheir
rightsandnotalowthemtodie
on the gtreets of Calais.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir@iprimus.com.au; Azer baijan: Hassan Dadbar, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Dir ector
+994503246259, ifirbaku@yahoo.com; Belgium: Hossein
Pesh Ehsan, Tel: + 32478904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com;
Canada: Siamak Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Cg;

Denmark: Mahmoud Gasvini, Tel: +45 2049 3098, Visit IFIR sitefor latest
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; England: Saeed Arman, Tel: . .

+447931866985, s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Finland: Amir international refugee news,
Tavakoli, Tel: +358405821776, tavakoli @hotmail.com; urgent aC'“ ons and preSS
Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali, Tel: +49 172 5350946,

ifirgermany @web.de; Greece: Surush Naurasi, rel eases:
+31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk; I ndia: AbbasRezai

and Ghafor Zareen, +31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk: www.hambastegi.org

Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, Tel: +47 40851738, —— -
ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil Moloodi, Tel: +46 Editor: Maryam_l}lamam.e

704920349, ifrs@hotmail.com; Switzerland: Mahmood | | 1 ranslators: Laili Panahi

Rahbary, Tel +41787957581,m _rahbary@hotmail.com; | | E-mall: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Turkey: Morad Shaikh, +31619766998, Tel: +44 7730 107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
ifir@ukonline.co.uk; United States: Afsaneh Rahimi, P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England

Tel: +1310413 1578, Rahimi A2000@yahoo.com www.hambastegi.org




