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USA Wa Threstsonlragare Condemnec

Despite mass opposition to

the USA’s bullying,
warmongering and
militarism, the Bush

administration continues to
persist in its threats of
attacking Irag. If carried out,
theattack onlragqwill kill and
maim vast numbers of
innocent people, destroy
Iraq’ sinfrastructure, andwill
asomilitarizethepolitica and
social atmosphere for the
inhabitants of the Middle
East. While overthrowing
Saddam Hussein is the task
of thepeopleandthefreedom
movementinlrag, economic
sanctions, amilitary attack,

and the destruction of
civilizationthere, will create
another human catastrophe
and act as a serious barrier
for the Iragi people to
overthrow hisregime.

As a result of economic
sanctions, more than 5,000
Iragi children die from lack
of milk,food, and healthcare
annually. Hunger,
deprivation, andpoverty have
reached unprecedented and
frightening dimensions. The
current situation is already
unbearable for the people of
Irag. Additional military
attacks and bombardments

will disintegrate the very
foundations of society and
result in serious loos of life.
The people’s struggle to
overthrow Saddam
Hussein' srepressiveregime
will sustain a tremendous
loss. Militarismwill become
the USA’smain policy.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
condemns the USA’s war
threats on Irag. In addition
we demand open bordersfor
al thosefleeing Irag. Incase
of an attack, borders must
stay openandall thosefleeing
given adequate resources.
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Iranian refugees must be
immediately transferredto a
safe country by the UNHCR
and granted refuge.

We must stop thisimpending
massacre. The bombardment
of defencelessciviliansmust
be halted. Economic
sanctions must cease
immediately. The civilised
world must stand up against
the USA and NATO’s
terrorism. The clear and
decisive defence of the Iraqi
people must be our primary
agenda.

SopExecutionsiniran

In the past few weeks, tens
of peoplehavebeenpublicly
hanged or stoned to death by
the Islamic regime in lran;
several of those executed
were known political
prisoners. Others are
awaitingexecution,including
19-year-old Salar Kerdari for
activitiesagainst theregime,
Ghader Makhmal for taking
part in the recent prison
protests in the city of
Mahabad, and Saeed
Maasoori for opposition to
the regime.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
unequivocally condemnsthe
Islamic Republic of Iranand
executions in al forms and
callsongroupsandindividuals
to exert pressure on the
Islamic regime to stop the

executionsand stonings. We
must not allow thisregimeto
kill anymore human beings.
International pressurecanbe
instrumental insavinglives.

Send vyour letters of
protest to: Mohammad
Khatami, E-mail:
khatami @president.ir.
Address. The Presidency,
Palestine Avenue,
Azerbaijan Intersection,
Tehran, |slamic Republic of
[ran.

Sample letter: [I/My
organisation  strongly
condemn(s) the Islamic
Republicof Iranforitsrecent
executions and stonings and
demand(s) animmediateend
to al forms of execution.
Please send copies to
ifir@ukonline.co.uk.



October 18, 2002

Radio International: What
was the importance of
Mansoor Hekmat's role in
the International Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR),

this thirteen year-old
organisation that
unequivocally  defends

refugee and civil rights?

Maryam Namazie: The

IFIR

Hekmat

International
Federation of Iranian
Refugees (IFIR) has
had auniqueroleand
an important place in the
organising of Iranians and
Iranian refugees abroad. It
wasMansoor Hekmat’ sidea
and plan to respond to the
refugee flow as a result of
theldamicRepublicof Iran’s
repression. Thirteenyearson
we are witnessing IFIR’s
effects on the lives of
innumerable people. Its

beings’

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)

vast humanmassaroundthemost modernand humane
advancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheir
righttoasylum, andcreatinganinternational organisation
without takinginto consderationpeopl € snationality,
religion, sex and or political affiliation became an
immediate necessity. Creating the International
Federation of | ranian Refugees(lFIR) wasM ansoor
Hekmat’ sresponseto these conditions. Ashe said:
‘Our entirelifestory ischanging thelivesof human

With the bloody
suppression of the
revolutioninlranandthe
imposition of an ultra-
reactionary life on the
peopl e, tensof thousands
of humanbeings,aoneand
withoutorganisation, fled
theldamicRepublicof Iran
insearch of security and

tranquillity. Organisngthis

impact on the refugee and
civil rights movement is
undeniable. IFIR has
managed to organise one of
themost vulnerablesegments
of society, i.e. asylum
seekers, people without
proper legal status, without
rights, who are isolated and
ghettoised, livinginimposed
poverty and misery and who
aredaily humiliated. IFIRhas
succeeded in organising the
progressive section of this
group, uniting them around
maximum rights and
demands, and placing this
immenseforcealongsidethe
working class, freedom-
loving people and other
progressivemovementsinthe
societies they live in. IFIR
has been able to portray a
progressiveimageof asylum
seekers and the people of
Irantothegeneral publicand
oppose inhuman ideas such
aspatriarchy, nationalismand
religion. IFIR has also
exposedthelslamicRepublic
of Iranasthemainreasonfor
theflight of countlesshuman
beings from Iran and
continues to exert political
pressure on the regime.

These are some of IFIR's
activities during its 13 year
existence. We have shown
that even under the daily
assault of capital onpeople’s

On Mansoor Hekmat’sRolein

Radio International’s I nterview with
Maryam Namazie on Mansoor

lives, dignity and humanity, it
is possible to defend
maximum civil rights and
strive for and secure
improvements in people’s
lives. Wehavedemonstrated
that under circumstances in
whichstatesattempttoisolate
people and force them into
hopel essness and despair, it
ispossibletoorganisepeople
around positive action. IFIR
has not only raised the
expectations of asylum
seekers in regards to their
maximum rights, but also
rai sed society’ sexpectations
as awhole on the universal
rights of human beings. It is
not an exaggeration to say
that duringthistimel FIR has
had an unprecedented and
unique role in the history of
activismof Iranian’ sabroad.
| alsothinkithashadaunique
roleinthe activist history of
the societies we are living
and struggling in. These are
undoubtedly the gains of
Mansoor Hekmat and his
movement and party.

Radio International: What
was Mansoor Hekmat’'s
particular role in IFIR's
current achievements?

Maryam Namazie:
Mansoor Hekmat has had
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On Mansoor Hekmat’s Rolein | FIR, Cont. from Page 2

the most vital role in the
creation of IFIR and in its
significant 13year existence.
Mansoor Hekmat wrote the
initial plan of IFIR, wroteits
preliminary documents, and
was personaly responsible
foritsimplementation. While
many people have worked
activelyinthel FIR, theirand
IFIR’s special status is
because of Mansoor
Hekmat's ideals and
methods. Our type of work
atIFIRisvery differentfrom
other refugee rights
organisations. For example,
in the UK, one of the main
slogans of refugee
organisationsisthat ‘ refugees
are welcome here’. We,
though, consider thisarights
issue; whether people are
welcome or not, they have a
right to seek refuge and be
here. Saying certain people
arewelcome meansthey are
temporary guests that can
wear out their welcome. Or
in Australia, refugee rights
organisations have held
hunger strikes to support
asylum seekersthere. Weon

the other hand see hunger
strikes as anegative form of
activism and work hard to
dissuade asylum seekers
from harming themselves.
Theseorganisationslimitthe
demands of asylum seekers
and classify them as second
or third class citizens. They
undertake negative and at
times reactionary means of
activism. |IFIR, however,
defendsthemaximumrights
of peopleanditsstruggleisa
positiveandprogressiveone.
Our differences are in fact
nothing but Hekmatism and

worker-communism.
Mansoor Hekmat brought
back Marxism and Marx’s
critiqueof thepresentworld,
as well as a Marxist and
deeply humanist solution
towards contemporary
society. Thisiswhy IFIR is
where it is today. Without
Mansoor Hekmat, his party
and movement, the refugee
rightsmovement would have
been much bleaker just as
the situation of the peoplein
Iran and the world without
him would have been such.

In a letter to us, Mansoor

Hekmat had written that he
is honoured to have had a
role in the Federation. |
believe though, that in fact
thehonouriscompletely ours
to have been able to
implement his project. We
are honoured to be in his
movement, to have worked
closely with him, to believe
in his ideals and humanity.
We are honoured to have
lived in an erain which the
greatest Marxist and
humanist of the
contemporary world was
among us.

CondemnAbductionof a5year ddgirl tolranfrom Toronto

On Monday September 30,
2002, Mr. Abdul Nakhl estani
41, abducted his daughter,
Kianab, andtook hertolran,
withoutlega permissionfrom
her mother. Mr. Nakhlestani,
used to work for the Iranian
Armyintdligence, andmoved
to Canadatwo yeas ago. He
abducted Kianaand took her
to Iran, when hiswife Mitra
asked for adivorce.

The concern over this
abduction iswhy, and under
what circumstances,

Canadianlmmigrationletthis
tragedy occur and what the
Canadian government is
going to do to rescue Kiana
andreturn her to her mother?
The Canadian Government
betrayed her by miserably
failing to protect her as a
Canadian citizen. Kiana's
mother, Mitra, hasnorights,
sinceKianaisinthehandsof
the Islamic regime in Iran,
and she hasto solely rely on
the Canadian Governmentto
return her back to Canada
The Government of Canada

is obligated legaly, to do
whatever is necessary, to
bring Kianaback to Canada.
We strongly condemn, and
hold accountable, Canadian
Immigration, for not
protecting Kiana, and
alowing her to be abducted
to Iran by her father. We
demandthat the Government
of Canada take action and
immediately start theprocess
of returning Kiana back to
Canada. We call upon all
women and children’s
organi sationsto put pressure

on the Government of
Canada and send an urgent
letter to the Minister of
CitizenshipandImmigration,
Department of Foreign
Affairs and the Prime
Minigters' Office, demanding
Kiana's return back to
Canada, as soon aspossible.

For more information, contact
Children Firs, PO Box 123
STN.D, Etobicoke, Ontario,
MO9A 4X1, Canada.

childrenfirst@pathcom.com.
wwww.childrenfirdintemationd.org.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIRExecutiveCommittee

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, | Maryam Namazie, Executive Director

ifir @iprimus.com.au; Azer baijan: Hassan Dadbar, Tel: Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
+994503246259, ifirbaku@yahoo.com; Belgium: Hossein | | Siamak Amjadi, Rebwar Arif, Farshad Hoseini, Esmail
Pesh Ehsan, Tel: + 32 478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail .com; Moloodi, Mehrnoush Moosavi, Ramin Niakan, Nasrin
Canada: Siamak Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Ca; Ramzanali, Mohammad Shokohi

Denmark: Mahmoud Gasvini, Tel: +45 2049 3098, L. .
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; England: Saeed Arman, Te!: Vigt IFIR sitefor latest

+447931866985, s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Finland: Amir . :
Tavakoli, Tel: +358405821776, tavakoli @hotmail .com: international refugee news,

Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali, Tel: +49 172 5350946, urgent actions and press
ifirgermany @web.de; Greece: Surush Naurasi, i
+31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk; I ndia: AbbasRezai rel eases.

and Ghafor Zareen, +31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk;
Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, Tel: +47 40851738,

www.hambastegi.org

ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil Moloodi, Tel: +46 Editor: MaryamNamazie
704920349, ifrs@hotmail.com; Switzer land: Mahmood ) i - .
Rahbary, Tel +41787957581,m rahbary@hotmail.com; | | | ranslators: Nasser Asgary andLaili Panahi
Turkey: Morad Shaikh, +31619766998, | E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

ifir@ukonline.co.uk; United States: Afsaneh Rahimi, | | T€l: +44 7730107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




