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TheRedCrossand SwissGovernment Conference
wasDefeated

A 6 May conference called
for by the Swissimmigration
authoritiesandtheRed Cross
andin collaborationwiththe
Islamic Republic of Iran
endedindisgracefortheRed
Cross and the Swiss
government asaresult of the
resolute intervention of the
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees (IFIR), the
Worker-communist Party of
Iran, Iranian asylum seekers
and other opponents of the
Islamicregime.

The Red Cross, acting on
behalf of the Swiss
government, had earlier
issuedanofficid letterinviting
asylum seekers to the
conference and promising
2000 francs to those
‘returning’ to lran.
According to the letter, the
Islamic Republic was
effectively deemed safe for
asylum seekers. Organised
protestsand our intervention
turned the conferenceinto a
scene of protest against the
Swiss government and Red
Cross and atribunal against
theldamicRepublic. TheRed
Cross representative
apol ogised several timesand
declaredthat theorganisation
woulddistanceitsdf fromthis

policy.

Mehrnoush Moosavi and
Farshad Husseini, members

of IFIR’s International
Secretariat, exposed the
IdamicRepublicandtheright
wingandreactionary policies
of the Swiss and Western
governments. Moosavi aso
condemned the Red Cross,
pointingtoitstrack recordin
collaboratingwiththeldamic
regime in returning Afghan
refugees from Iran to
Afghanistan under the
Taliban, anddeclaredthat the
IFIR would not alow the
repetitionof thisinhumanand
reactionary policy. Both
representatives exposed the
repression and lack of rights
under ISlamicrule, demanded
that Iran be declared unsafe,
that all rejected cases be
reviewed andthat all women
fleeingldam-riddensocieties
begranted asylum. The Red
Cross representative agreed

tosubmit IFIR’ sdemandsto
the Swiss government.

A conference that was to
portray thelslamic Republic
in apositive light and to set
the backdrop for the
deportationof Iranianasylum
seekers to the nightmarish
Islamic Republicwasturned
intoan exposeof theldamic
regime and the inhumane
policies of the Red Cross
and Swiss government. The
conference ended
successfully with the 250
asylum seekers and
opponents shouting slogans
of ‘Down with the Islamic
Republic’. TheSwissmedia
immediately announced the
defeat of the conference.
Several Swissmediaoutlets
interviewed FarshadHoseini;
Zurich Radio interviewed

M ehrnoush M oosavi.

Asafollow uptothisdefeat,
the Swissgovernmentisnow
holding a conference
facilitated by itspersonnel on
27May at 3:00pminSolutorn.
The IFIR Swiss Branch is
organising a protest at this
conferenceaswell. ThelFIR
reiterates its steadfast
oppositiontoany attemptsby
the Islamic Republic and
Western governments to
legitimisethelranianregime
and play with the lives of
those who have fled fromiit.

For information on the
campaign, contact Mahmood
Rahbari, IFIR-Swiss Branch
director at Riedhofstr. 250,
8049 Zirich CH, Switzerland.
Tel.+41 78 795 75 81.
m_rahbary@hotmail.com.
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| / My Organisationstrongly condemn(s) the Swissgovernment’ s* Returnto Iran Program’ for [ranianasylum
seekers, supported by thelnternational Red Cross. Iranianasylum seekershavefledabruta andrepressiveregime,
whichgrossly violatescivil rights. They must begranted asylum and protection from deportation or programs

intendingtocoercereturn.

I/Wedemandanimmediateendtothe’ Returntolran Program’. Needlesstosay, | / weholdthe Swissgovernment
and Red Crossresponsi blefor thelivesand security of I ranianasylum seekers.

Sgned
Name, E-mail, Date

cc:ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Support

Protesting

Asylum Seekersin Port
Hedland, Audrdia

According to Ardeshir, an
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
member ‘detained’ in Port
Hedland* Detention Centre’
in Australia, 10 Iranian
asylum seekers have begun
a sit-in since 26 April to
demand their freedom and
information regarding
Afghan asylum seeker,
Shirwan Marzrui. Marzrui
leapt fromatreeand splithis
head in a bid to gain the
attention of immigration
department officials
investigatingcampconditions

on24April. ThelOlranians
have camped outside in the
burning heat using their
sheets as shelter. They are
refusingtoreturntotheblock.

IFIRfully supportstheir sit-
inand demandsand callson
the Australian government
to immediately release all
asylum seekers. IFIR will
continue to advocate and
organiseuntil theAustralian
government backsdownand
endsitsbrutal and medieval
practice of detaining
innocents who have fled.

Condemn EU’s Policy
towards the People's
MujahedinOrganisation

of Iran

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
strongly condemnstherecent
decision by the European
Union to place the Iranian
opposition organisation, the
People’s Mujahedin
Organisation of Iran, on the
list of terrorist organisations.

This move is a doomed
attempt by the EU to
exonerate the Islamic
Republicof Iranof itscrimina

andinhumantreatment of the
Iranian people. This is an
attack on the Iranian
opposition and all thosewho
are struggling to overthrow
the Islamic regime of Iran.

ThelFIRcallsonall political
organisations and parties,
regardless of their stance
towards the policies of the
PMOI, to oppose the EU’s
decision.
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FerdousB hashbeensentencedto Desthby Stoning

INlran

According to Entekhab
newspaper, awoman named
Ferdous B. has been
sentencedtodeath by stoning
inlran. Thisisthethird such
sentence in the past weeks,
coming on top of the
sentencingof AmenehLaval
in Nigeriaand Zafaran Bibi
inPakistan. Thereisalsothe
case of Sima, sentenced to
stoning in Iran awhile ago.
These women were
sentenced for having sexual
relationsoutsideof marriage.
They are experiencing the
nightmare of waiting to be
stoned to death. This
medieval and brutish

treatment ishappeningin
front of our eyes and the
Islamic government of
Iran is one of the main
supportersand promoters
of this brutality, a crime
against women.

To oppose and abolish
stoning, sendletterstothe
European Union
protesting against their
lack of action against this
brutality. Put pressure on
the media to report news
of sentences to, and
execution by, stoningaround
the world. We must put
pressureonthegovernments

of Iran, Pakistan, Nigeriaand
theSudantostopandabolish
thelaw of stoning.

Letters of Protest can be

O AT

sent to:

Romano Prodi, President
European Commission

Fax: +3222956336

Email: civis@europarl.eu.int

Joinan Internationa Protest againg Stoning

In the 21 century, stoning
menandwomentodeathisa
hideous fact; stoning means
burying men and women up
to their waist or neck in the
ground and killing them by
gradual torture. Their crime,
according to Islamic law, is
having voluntary sexual
relationsoutsideof marriage.

Recently, Islamic
governments in Islamic-
stricken countries have
practiced this brutal and
medieval sentence more
often. Menandwomenliving
under the rules of Islamic
regimes and Islamic groups
arealwaysindanger of being
stoned to death.

Right now, AmenehLava in
Nigeria, Sima and Ferdous
B.inlranand ZafaranBibi in
Pakistan are in prison and

facingthenightmareof being
stoned to death. Progressive
and pro-freedomindividuals
and organisations must join
forcesto end this brutality.

In protest against this brutal
treatment of women and
men, the International
Committeeagainst Stoningis
calinganinternationa protest
action against stoning. On
May 31, wewill begathering
in front of the embassies of
Iran, Pakistan, Nigeria and
the Sudan to express our
outrage and protest against
stoning. Also, therewill bea
raly infront of the European
Union’'s office in Brussels.
Representatives of the
International Committee
against Stoningwill meetwith
EU officials to express its
strong protest agai nst stoning.
Stoningand all cruel Islamic

punishmentsmustendall over
the world immediately. The
European Union must break
its silence regarding this
brutdity. They must condemn
stoning and take serious
actiontoabolish stoning.

Thelnternational Federation
of lranian Refugees (IFIR)
is a member of the
International Committee
against Stoning. Wecall on
progressive groups and
individuals to participate in
these demonstrationsto stop
stoning and to defend
women’srights.

Friday
31May 2002
at 10:30am

Ruedelaloi
Nr. 200,
Brussels (In
front of
European
Parliament)
Metro: Station
Schuman

For more information,
contact: Mina Ahadi,
Coordinator, E-mail:
minaahadi @aol.com, Tel:
+49 177 5692 413, Fax:
0049 2012 488 510 or
Shiva Mahbobi, Public
Rel ations, E-mail:
shiva_mahbobi @yahoo.com,
Tel: +44 07984445278.
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Arelran and other Middle Eagern Countries
Safefor Asylum Seekers?

IFIR - UK Branch Annual Conference on UK Asylum Policy

Speakers. Maryam Namazie, Imran Khan, Suresh Grover, Bruce
Burson, Chris Randall, Dashty Jamal, Saeed Arman, Mehrnoush
Moosavi, Farshad Husseini, Nasrin Ramzanali and others

Friday 24 May 2002 . i
y y Visit IFIR site for

Spm - 10pm ) )

University of London Union (ULU) |atest international

London WC1E :

InEnglish actionsand press
releases.

10am - 10pm (Music and Food
from 6pm onwards)
The Peel Centre, Percy Circus

L ondon W-C1X 9EY JoinlFIR!
Nearest Tube: King' s Cross
I Persian Defend Asylum

Rights!

For moreinformation, pleasecontact:

Saeed Arman on: +44 (0)7931 | Editor:MayanNamazie
E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

866985, Email: ifiruk@yahoo.com, | Te: +447730 107 337; Fax: +358 631 542 53

: P.O. Box 27236, London N11, England
www.hambastegi.org. ononchermbecten org g




