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CondemnSwissGovernmentandRed Cross

Joinour protest opposing‘ return’ programfor Iranianasylum seekers

On Monday 6 May, the Red
CrossinZurichisholdingan
informational conferencefor
Iranian asylum seekers on
the Swissgovernment’ snew
‘returnprogram’ tolran. This
conferencefollowsmeetings
between the Islamic regime
of Iran and the Swiss
government to facilitate the
‘return’ of Iranians with the
ass stanceof thel nternational
Red Cross.

Withthisprogram, theSwiss
government aims to compel
and bribe Iranian asylum
seekers to abandon their
legitimate claims and return
to their persecutors, and to
portray lIran as a safe
country. The 6 May
conference and the Swiss
government’s  ‘return’
program areablatant assault
on lranian refugee rights.
Thelnternational Federation

of lranian Refugees (IFIR)
strongly condemnstheSwiss
government and its
implementing partner, the
International Red Cross.
Those fleeing the brutal
Islamic regime in Iran must
be granted asylum and
protectionfromdeportations
andfromall formsof coercive
measures to compel
‘returning’ to Iran.

The IFIR-Swiss Branch and
other civil rightsorganisations
have called for a
demonstration on 6 May at
the Red Cross Office in
Zurichto exposeand oppose
thisanti-asylumpolicy. IFIR
calls on all groups and
individuals to join our
demonstration and send
lettersof protest tothe Swiss
government and the Red
Cross.

JOIN Protes Demongration a Red CrossOfficein Zurich
Monday 6 May, 4.00pm
At: Volkshaus, Gdber Saal, Sauffacher strasse 60, 8004, Zirich

SwissGovernment Letter tolranian Asylum Seekerson ReturntolranProgram

‘You have entered Switzerland and are seeking asylum. Your request
may be denied by either the Federal Office for Refugees (BFF) or by the
Swiss Asylum Review Commission and you will be asked to leave the
country. Before the BFF’s decision and response, however, you may want
to end being in suspension and think of returning to your native coun-
try. The BFF does not only conduct asylum determination procedures
but also, under a hew program, provides necessary assistance and coun-
selling regarding financial matters and possible return. The BFF has
begun a special program for Iranians wishing to return, which aims at
facilitating a new life and reintegration in your native country. If you
R are interested in participating and utilizing this program, you can re-
(o STk AR ceive financial assistance (2000 Francs for adults and 500 francs for
STy children). Another available resource is that instead of receiving the

L aforementioned financial assistance, you can ask for assistance to start
e a new life and job in Iran. The amount of this assistance will depend on
T your personal plan and project. To acquire more comprehensive infor-
mation, contact the Cantonal Return to Iran Counselling Services. We
suggest that you tale advantage of these favourable circumstances, and
utilize the exchange of views and counselling.’
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Open L etter to the Heads of the SwissFederation
Officefor Refugeesand Red Cross

Maryam Namazie

I amwriting on behalf of the
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees (IFIR) to
express our strongest con-
demnation of the Swissgov-
ernment’s Return to Iran
Program, supported by the
Swiss Red Cross.

In the past, the Swiss gov-
ernment has instituted this
program for Afghans and
Iragi Kurds as well since

they and Iranians are some
of thelargest groups seeking
protection in Europe from
brutal and repressiveldamic
regimes and groups. This
program is yet another coer-
cive measure used by the
Swiss government to reduce
the numbers of asylum seek-
ersin Switzerland, deter oth-
ers from seeking protection,
and deem Iran safe for those
being ‘returned’.

IFIR reiterates that Iran is
unsafe for lranian asylum
seekers. Just a few weeks
ago, several asylum seekers
who'returned’ fromAustrdia
werearrested or disappeared.
In the past few months,
according to Amnesty
International, Karim Tuzhali,
an asylum seeker deported
from Turkey, was executed
and Khaled Shoghi who was

also deported from Turkey
was sentenced to death by
the Islamic regime in Iran.
The Idlamic regime in Iran
continues to be a major
abuser of civil rights. The
Swiss government cannot
implement a program
‘returning’ or deporting
asylum seekers to such
conditions. The Swiss
government isduty-boundto
recognisetheirrighttoasylum
and protection from
persecution.

In 1999, the Swiss
government was forced to
apologisefor itstreatment of
Jewish refugees at the time
of the Holocaust following
the publication of a report
which stated that the Swiss
government had helped the
Nazisinachievingtheirgoals

by turning away thousands
of Jewstrying to escapeinto
Switzerland. Today, the
Swissgovernmentisplanning
to turn away, ‘return’ and
deport thousands of Iranian
asylum seekers fleeing the
holocaust committed by
political Idam.

IFIR calls on the Swiss
government to immediately
enditsreturntolranprogram
and cease and desist from
deporting or ‘returning’
Iranian asylum seekers to
persecution. IFIR also calls
onthe Red Crossto ceaseits
collaboration in sending
peopleback toimprisonment,
torture, rightlessness and
execution.

We look forward to an
immediate resolution to this
urgent matter.

The UN Human Rights:
CommissonFalstoCenaurelran

Initsannual session, theUN
Human Rights Commission
failed to censurelranfor the
first timein nineteen years.
TheInternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
condemnsthe Human Rights
Commissionforitsdecision
to exclude one of the most
brutal and repressive re-
gimes of contemporary his-
tory fromitslist of violators.

Thefact that the UN Human
Rights Commission has
failed to censure Iran is

fundamentally the response
of reactionary Islamic and
regional regimestothefascist
policies of the Israeli
government and the USA’s
active support for its policy
against the Palestinian
people. TheUSA andlsradl’s
reactionary policy have not
only victimisedthepeopl eof
Palestine but also
strengthened political I1slam
andincreasedthesuppression
faced by theregion’ speople.
ThelFIR callsongroupsand
individuals to condemn the

UN HumanRights
Commission’s
decision. Needless
to say, it is the
working classand
progressivepeople
and social
movements that
can defend civil
rightsin Iran and
elsewhere- notthe
UN HumanRights
Commission.
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Samplel_dterof ProtesttoSm ssGovemmentandRec
Cross ‘Raeuntolran Program’

Bundesamt fir Fliichtlinge(BFF) Sozial-, Rechts- und Ruickkehrberatung
Quellenweg6 Kronenstrasse 10

3003 Bern-Wabern 8006Zurich

Fax: +4131 32593 79 Fax: +411 360 2851
E-mall:info@bff.admin.ch E-mail:info@srk-zuerich.ch

| / My Organisation strongly condemn(s) the Swissgovernment’ s‘ Returnto Iran Program’ for Iranianasylum
seekers, supported by thelnternational Red Cross. Iranianasylum seekershavefledabrutal andrepressiveregime,
whichgrossly violatescivil rights. They must begranted asylum and protectionfrom deportation or programs
intendingtocoercereturn.

I/Wedemandanimmediateendtothe’ Returntolran Program’. Needlesstosay, | / weholdthe Swissgovernment
and Red Crossresponsiblefor thelivesand security of [ranianasylum seekers.

Sgned
Name, E-mail, Date

cc:ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Arelran and other Middle Eagern CountriesSafe

for Asylum Seekers?
|FIR- UK Branch Annual Conferenceon UK AsylumPolicy

Speakers. Maryam Namazie, Imran Khan, Suresh Grover, Bruce
Burson, Chris Randall, Dashty Jamal, Saeed Arman and others

Friday 24 May 2002 Saturday 25 May 2002
5pm - 10pm 10am - 10pm (Music and Food from 6pm
University of London Union (ULU) onwards)
Room: 3E, Mallet Street The Peel Centre, Percy Circus, London
London WC1E WCI1X 9EY
InEnglish Nearest Tube: King's Cross

In Persian

For more information, please contact Saeed Arman on: +44 (0)7931 866985, Email:
iIfiruk@yahoo.com, www.hambastegi.org.
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Iranian Asylum Seekers Face Persecution upon
‘Returning’ tolran

Two Iranian asylum seekers
who had been refused status
by theAustraliangovernment
have been arrested by the
authorities on their return to
Iran and ordered to appear
before an Islamic tribunal.
Sincetheir arrival, they have
beenexiledby theirfamilies,
their phones have been
tapped, their movements
monitored andthey had been
prevented from obtaining
work or apassport. Thetwo
returned ‘voluntarily’ after
two years of detention in
Woomera.

‘| am very afraid.... | don’'t
know what will happen from
oneday tothenext. Thereis
no future for me. My family
is under pressure to disown
me,” one told The Age (29
April 2002) from Iran. The
man said he decided to go

home because the
psychological pressure of
beingindetentionfor almost
two years had finally got to
him. ‘During the riots last
year | was badly beaten by
the guards and each day
people were slashing
themselvesand trying tokill
themselves. | thought nothing
can beworse than this, but |
was wrong,” he said. A
second former detainee said
he was interrogated for six
hours at Tehran airport on
arrival and orderedto appear
before an Islamic tribunal.
Hesaid hehad been asked to
justify criticismhehad made
of the Islamic regime while
seekingasyluminAustralia.
He aso faces charges of
leavingthecountryillegally.

IranianslivinginAustraliaon
temporary protection visas

Send Ldter of

Prolest to Swiss

Govanmentad
Red Cross onthe
‘Rauntolran

Program’ Page3

arealso concerned about the
disappearance of two other
male detainees who
‘returned’ to Tehran. They
say onemanapparently never
left the airport where his
family had been waiting for
him and the other vanished
from his home severa days
after returning.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
isextremely concerned about
the fate of these men and all
otherswho arerefouledto or
forced to leave for Iran as a
result of anti-asylum
practices and policies of
Westerngovernments. IFIR
holdsboththeldamicregime
of Iran and the Austraian
government responsible for
thelivesand security of these
men and others. IFIR
reiteratesitscall foranendto

al deportationsand coercive
measures forcing asylum
seekers back to persecution.

Other Recent Publicised
Cases of Persecution of
Asylum Seekers who have
been deported:

According to Amnesty
International 6 March 2002
Urgent Action 69/02;

Karim Tuzhali wasexecuted
on 24 January 2002 at
Mahabad prison, western
Iran. He was a former
asylum seeker who was
forcibly returned on 20 June
1998.

Also, 50-year-old Khaled
Shoghi, who was reportedly
forcibly returnedfromTurkey
andarrestedin 1997, hasbeen
sentenced to death.

Visit IFIR sitefor
|atest international
refugeenews, urgent

actionsand press
releases.
www.hambastegi.org
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