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Audrdian Government Retreats

Protesting asylum seekers
at Woomera detention cen-
tre in Australia ended their
hunger strike after the Aus-
tralian government’ sretreat
and agreement to review
Afghan asylum applications
in a transparent manner.
ThelInternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)

is pleased that the hunger
strike is over before costing
further harm and loss of
lives. Maryam Namazie,
IFIR's Executive Director,
had written to the hunger
strikers calling for an end to
any negative forms of pro-
test that harm the lives and
well-being of asylum seek-

ers.

The IFIR sees the Austral-
ian government’s retreat,
however small and limited, as
an indication of the resist-
ance and struggle of asylum
seekersand their supporters.
This retreat, however, only
addresses one of the issues

raised by the protestors.
Positive resistance must con-
tinue until all legitimate de-
mands are met, including an
end to detention, decent
housing and lodging for asy-
lum seekers, and the recog-
nition of the right to asylum
for al thosefleeing political
Islam.

Kofi Annan owesusan
Apology

In hisrecent visit to Tehran,
the UN Secretary Genera
Kofi Annan stated he was
‘astonishedto seethedegree
of freedom of expressionthe
people enjoy.” The UN
Secretary General’ sremarks
were made on the same day
that protestingteacherswere
attacked and over ninety
arrested under the direct
ordersof thelranianpresident
Khatami for expressingtheir
demands for increased
wages, the right to

organisationandassociation,
andfor anendto censorship.

The UN has continued to
appease the Islamic regime
of lran despite its ongoing
violations of civil rights,
including the denial of the
right to freedom of
expression. Kofi Annan
owes the people of Iran a
sincere apology for his
support of the Islamic
Republic of Iran at the
people’ s expense.

Let Asylum Seekers go, Maryam
Namazie, The Guardian, p. 2
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Woman Protesting
Deportation Diesin
Hospitdl

On 31 January, Fatemeh
Malayeri, a woman
protesting thedeportation of
Ali Ghafourianfrom Sweden
tolrandiedin hospital. She
went into a comathree days
earlier, when the Swedish
police brutally assaulted
demonstrators attempting to
prevent Ghaforian’ stransfer
fromdetentiontotheairport.
Several protesters, who had
blocked all exits from the
detention centre, were
injured in the assault.

Malayeri started convulsing
when the police announced
that theprotestorsmust leave
thesiteand Ghafourian must
be deported to Iran. The
protest had been organised
by the International

Federation of Iranian
Refugees - Gothenburg
Office.

IFIR, outraged at her death,
offers its  heartfelt
condolences to Malayeri’'s
family and friends. It holds
the Swedish government
directly responsible for her
death and condemns that
government’s inhuman
policy of deportation to an
unsafe Iran.

Thel FIR-Gothenburgoffice
has been informed that
Ghafourian has not yet been
deported to lran and will
continue its campaign until
hisdeportationisoverturned
and he is granted refuge in
Sweden.
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Let Asylum Seekersgo

The below letter was published in The Guardian on Thursday January 31,
2002 (http://www.guardian.co.uk/Archive/Article/0,4273,4346519,00.html)

Maryam Namazie

The Australian Labour par-
ty’s call for the release of
women and children from
privately managed detention
centres is a policy reversa
which can bedirectly attrib-
uted to escalating opposition
to the government’s deten-
tion policy (Afghan children
inAustraliathreaten suicide,
January 29). But the pro-
posal failsto offer areal so-
lution to thishuman tragedy.

The reason for the despair
isthat innocent people flee-
ing war and persecution have
entered “illegally”, without
first obtaining travel docu-
ments from their persecu-
tors. Most of them are flee-
ing from Iran, Afghanistan,
northern Iraq,
countries where
political Islam
rules. Thoughthey
arepolitical oppo-
nents, religious
minorities, athelsts
and communists,
women who have
faced sexual
apartheid, gays
and civil, student
and labour rights
activists, they are
persecuted once
againuponarrival
to “safety” - im-
prisoned, strip
searched, isolated.
An asylum seeker in Curtin

detention centre who con-
tacted usthisweek said they
are caled by numbers; are
denied medica treatment and
accessto information and the
press; materials mailed to
them are seized; and they are
heldinisolation.

of detention centres, not only
inAustralia, but elsewhereas
well. Thereisnojustification
for locking up asylum seek-
ers. Their detention is noth-
ing lessthan state-sponsored
violence against victims of
persecution and must not be
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Clearly, the only real and
lasting solutionistheclosure

tolerated in the 21st century.

Anasylum seeker commitssuicidein Germany

Mohammad Hussein
Tamana, atwenty threeyear
old Iranian asylum seeker
hanged himself in the
bathroom of the hostel he
wasliving in on January 23,
2002.

Mohammad Hussein had
arrived in Germany in early
2000 and applied for asylum

in Frankfurt. He was later
transferred to eastern
Germany and placed in a
hostel. His application was
rejected on December 12,
2001. Mohammad Hussein
was later threatened with
deportationand giventwelve
days notice to leave the
country. Inasuicidenote, he
gave aharrowing account of

hisconditioninGermany and
the reasons behind hisflight
fromlran. TheGermanpolice
have held onto this note.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees -
German Branch offers its
sincere condolences to
Mohammad Hussein's
family. In the wake of this

tragedy IFIR - Germany
reaffirms its pledge to
continue its struggle for the
right to asylum. It is only
through collectiveand united
effortsthat we can push back
the German government’s
racist and anti-asylum
policies.

Visit http://www.hambastegi.org

for latest news, campaigns, actions
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I mprisoned Teachersmust be Rdeased

Theldamicregimeof Iran’s ninety people were arrested
security forces
attacked a
demonstration of
tensof thousands
of teachers and
their supporters
demanding
increased wages,
the right to
organisation and
association, and
an end to
censorship,
among others.
Accordingtothe
regime’s own
statistics, over

in Tehran.

The International
Federation of lranian
Refugees (IFIR)
condemnstheattack on
and arrest of teachers
and protestors and
demands that they and
al political prisonersbe
released immediately.
The IFIR calls on all

condemn the lslamicregime
of Iran, firmly defend the
teachers struggle, and put
pressure on the Islamic
regime to release arrested
demonstrators and political
prisonersin Iran.

Protest |etters can be sent to
Khatami @President.|r.
Please send copies to
ifir@ukonline.co.uk.

people, labour

organisations, trade Next | ssue:
unions, student unions

and bodies, and human M Onday’
and civil rights February 11,
organisations to 2002

Sanple Letter

Demanding Rel ease of
Imprisoned Teachers

Khatami @President.Ir

| / My organisation am/iswriting to condemn
the Islamic Republic of Iran for its assault on
and arrest of protesting teachers and their
supporters. | /My organisationfully support(s)
theteachers legitimatedemandsand demands(s)
therel easeof thosearrestedintherecent teachers
strikes and demonstrations and all political
prisoners.

Name
Organisation (if any)
Date

CC:ifir@ukonline.co.uk

German Conference
AsylumAfter Sept. 11

The tenth annual conference of the IFIR -
Germany will beheldfrom 8-10 February 2002.

The main theme of the conference will be the
righttoasylumafter September 11. Thefirst day
of the conference will be conducted in German
and English. Government representatives, the
head of theparliamentary commissiononasylum
and representatives of political parties and
organisations, refugeeagenciesand prorefugee
celebritieswill participateintheopening day of
theconference. Theremainingtwo dayswill be
conducted in Persian.

For further information and details of how to
attend the conference please contact:
+49(0)1737334270,+49(0)1732743686, or send
us an email at: pramazanali @yahoo.de,
Ngaedi @aol.com.
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AUSTRALIA

National Office
Kobra Bahrami

Te: +61 404 865 421
arsalan@iprimus.com.au
AZERBAIJAN
National Baku Office
Hassan Dadbar
ifirbaku@yahoo.com
Tel: 00994503246259
BELGIUM

Nationa Brussals Office
Hossein Pesh Ehsan

P. B. 1032

Brussels 1000, Belgium
Te: + 32 478 904 163
Hossein@freegatesbe
CANADA

National Toronto Office
1052 Peape Avenue

P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3
Td: +1 416-526-1027
Vancouver Office
Fahimeh Sadeghi

PO Box 19640
Vancouver BC V5T 4E7
Td: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com
London Office
Masood Alvand

PO Box 35131

London, ON N5W 526
Td: +1 519 681-7826
Hours: M, W and F
m_alvand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office
Davood Aram

New Comer Center

218 Argyle St., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4

Td: +1 613-232-9634 ext. 448

Fax: +1 613-232-3660
d1l_aram@yahoo.ca
CYPRUS

Nationa Office
Kiumars Allahyari

PO Box 56067
Limosol, Cyprus
Ghazalehfard@Y ahoo.Com
DENMARK

National Office
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234

2300 Kobehhavn S
Denmark

Td: +45 2049 3098
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk
ENGLAND

Nationa London Office
Saeed Arman

BM Box 1919

London WCIN 3XX
England

Td: +44 7931866985
s.arman@ukonline.co.uk

FINLAND

National Vassa Office
Amir Tavakali

VPN Postrestante
65320 Vaasa

Te: +358 405821776
tavakoli @hotmail.com
Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante

33560 Tampere
GERMANY

National Office

Nagrin Ramzandi

IFIR, Pogtfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Pramzanali @Y ahoo.De
Td: +49 172 5350046
Angsberg

Ali Mohammed Jesir
+49175 7689809
Berlin Office
Farshad Derakhshen S.
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Belin

Tel: +49 1744721710
Bochum Office
VidaBarati

Postfach 150129
44613 Herne

Te: +49 01737334270
VidaBarati @aol.com
Bremen Office
Daryosh Biegi

IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen

Td: +49 172 177 7030
darush73@t-online.de
Darmstadt Office
Mehrnousch Musawi
Td: +49 175 740 2582
mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office
Bahram Nazarinia
IFIR, Posgtfach 18206
44362 Dortmund

Td: +49 173 733 4270
Dusseldorf Office
ShahlaKhabaszadeh
Postfach 200463
40102 Dussddorf

Td: +49 174 2560 269
shahlal10@aol.com
Essen Office

Nahid Javadinia

IFIR Postfach 143304
45263 ESSEN

Td : +49 1782519436
Nahidj@gmx.de
Frankfurt Office
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt an Main
Td: +49 69 59 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
Nshm44@aol.com

Giessen Office
Bijan Shahabi

IFIR

Bahnhof Str. 38

35390 Giessen
Bsha99@aol.com
Hagen Office

Amin Soleiman Negad
Postfach 2752

58027 Hagen

Tel: +49 1608423132
Hannover Office
SadAdi

Td: +49 179 6982193
s.adi@planet-interkom.de
Kassel Office

Farid Habibian-Fard
IFIR, Mombach Sr. 10-12
34127 Kasd

Td: +49 561 89 46 89
Hours Do. (17 - 19)
ifrkassel @yahoo.de
Koln Office
SdehGawdi

Postfach 10 24 31
50464 Kdln

Td: +49 173 2629846
Sgawei@t-onlinede
Leipzig

Mahmod Mosawi

IFIR, Sternwarten Str4
04103 Lepzig

IFIR postfach 271137
04291 Leipzig

Tel: +49 1789207680
Mahmodde@yahoo.de
Meinz

Mehrangiz Karimi

+49 175 6784958
Munster Office
NiazGaedi

IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Minger

Td: +49 173 27 43 686
Ngaedi @a0l.com
Pleetenberg Office
Dariush Safa

Ohlerstr. 100
Plectenberg 58840
Td: +49 179 612 1558
Wolfsburg Office
Josef Haddadi Shahri
Mobil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +49 5361 779947
Zwickau

Mehdi Giasinagad

Tel: +49 1724738630
GREECE

Nationd Athens Office
SurushNaures

P O.Box 8120
T.K10010

Athens, Greece

Te: + 30 972347071
HOLLAND

National Office
FarshadHussaini
Postbus 1312, 5602 BH

Eindhoven

Td: +31 62 33 77 886
Fax: +1 413581 32 38
farshad55@hotmail.com
Farzad Nazery

Weena Straat 745

3013 AL Rotterdam

Fax: + 31 10 4330 3002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com
Eindhoven Office
Fatamah Eqdami

Postbus 1312

5602 BH Eindhoven

Td: +31 627216121
INDIA

New Dehi Office

Abbas Rezai and Ghafor Zareen
farhang25@rediffmail.com
IRAQ

Soleimaniyeh and Erbil
Contact: Bakhtiar Mirzaee
Bakhtiyar_Arbil @Y ahoo.Com
NORWAY

Ghafar Gholamveys
Postboks 28,Vinderen
0319 Odo

Tel: +47 40851738
ghafar@chello.no
PAKISTAN

Islamabad Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat
SWEDEN

Nationd Goteborg Office
Esmaeil Moloodi

IFRS, Box 11103

404 23 Goteborg

Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Td: +46 704920349
ifrs@hotmail.com

Sun., Tue,Thu,, 18:00 -20:00
Gimo Office

Korosh Khogravi

Flykting Rdet

Box 55, 747 02 Gimo
Te: +46 7048567 33
+46 173- 40 383
Goteborg Office
AbdullaAsadi

IFRS, Box 110 90

404 22 Goteborg

Te: +46 073-7178819
Abe@Mbox301.Swipnet.Se
hambastegi @teliacom
Linképing Office
Mona Mosavi

IFIR OFFICES WORLDWIDE

National Office

L. Badawi

Watstrase 15, 8307 Effretikon
Te: +41 79 399 60 66

Fax: +41 52 343 21 19
bli@gmx.ch

Bern Office

F.Gholam Wies

Postfach 90

3098 Schliern B.K6niz

Tel: +41 76 331 67 74
Geneva Office

Peyman Safaryadeh Samarghandian
65 Chemin Des Ambys
Chez Foyer Anieres

Ch. 1247 Anieres

Geneva Office

Te: 0041 765395911
Lausanne Office
S.Tawfiqui

Av delaSdlaz, 52 1010 Lausanne
Te: +41 76 397 49 82
Lugano Office

Td: +41 76 397 49 82
Ahmad Mam Mohammedi
Pregassono 6963
Viaindustria 17/75 Lugano
Tel: 0041 765302268
Zirich Office

Mahmood Rahbary
Badener Str.887, 8048 Zurich
Tel: +41 1 430 44 54

+ 41 787 957 581

Fax: +1 208 330 35 68
m_rahbary@hotmail.com
TURKEY

Clandegtine Offices
Contact: IFIR Secretariat
UNITEDSTATES
LosAngdes

Afsaneh Rahimi

Td: +1 805 888 4239
Rahimi A2000@yahoo.com
MEMBERORGANIZATIONS
New York USA

Sogand Saedat

GPO, P. O. Box 7051
New York, NY 10116

Te: 1+ 212 747 1046
chairngo@aol.com
Victoria Canada

Abbas Mohammeadi
VICC-ICA

930 Bdmora Road
Victoria, BC V8T 1A8

Malmé Office

Hushang Iramlo

IFR Box 17563, 20010 Mamo
Td/Fax: +46 73-6773610

Fax: +1 250 386 4395
vicc22@hotmail.com

mirhooshang@hotmail.com
Sockholm Office

Rahim Y azdanparast

IFR, Box 1172

172 24 Sundbyberg

+46 739802311
Rahim@Mbox302.Swipnet.Se
SWITZERLAND

Maryam Namazie,
Executive Director
Keyvan Javid, Deputy
Executive Director




