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Defend Asylum Seekersin Audrdia

Since 16 January 2002
hundreds of asylum seekers
inWoomerahaveinitiated a
hunger strike and protest
against the Australian
government’s policy of
detention and its freeze on
asylum applications of
Afghans, severa have sewn
their lips together or
attemptedtocommit suicide.
Other asylum seekers at
various detention centres
have also begun hunger
strikesand protestsinsupport
of thelegitimatedemandsof
theWoomeradetainees. The
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees (IFIR) has
receivedreportsfromasylum
seekers in Curtin detention
centre that over 140 began
demonstrating against their
conditions today. Slogans

being shouted by asylum
seekers demanding their
rights were heard over the
phone while speaking to a
detainee. Detainees are
denied accesstoHambastegi,
IFIR’s Persian paper;
sections of newspapers that
report theescalating protests
arecut out beforebeinggiven
to asylum seekersin order to
keep them in the dark about
others protests. Yesterday,
fifteen unaccompanied
minors inside Woomera
threatenedtocommit suicide
together. Hundredsof people
have also been protesting at
various detention centres
demanding the release of all
detainees. Demonstrators
stormed a Federal office
buildinginMelbourneon 24
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lranian 1S

Executedbytheldamic

Regme

Karim Tujali, an Iranian
asylum seeker deported to
Iranfrom Turkey threeyears
ago, has been executed by
thelslamic Republicof Iran
inMahabad on Thursday 24
January. Tujali wasarrested
by the Turkish authorities
while attempting to reach
Europein order to apply for
asylum. He was a member

of the Kurdish Democratic
Party of Iran.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
strongly condemns the
Islamic Republic of Iran for
the execution of another
political opponent of the
regime. It aso holds the
Turkish authorities, fortress
Europeanditsclosedborders
responsiblefor hismurder.

January and the IFIR-
Australia Branch organised
a 24-hour long sit-in on 26
January in defence of their
demands. Mediagathered
in Woomera are kept about
500 yards from the camp
and arenot allowed to speak
to the asylum seekers.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees
condemns the Australian
government’s anti-asylum
policies and laws and holds
the Australian government
directly responsible for the
acts of despair committed
by asylum seekersinvarious
concentration camp-like
centres. IFIR callsongroups
andindividualstointervene
and demand thefollowing:

1. The  Australian
government must
immediately address the
legitimate demands of the
protesting asylum seekers,
including assessing all
Afghan asylum claims.

2. All detentioncentresmust
be shut down and the
women, men and children
imprisonedinthemresettied
invariouscommunitieswith
decent housing and lodging
arrangements.

3. The Australian
government must recognise
the right to asylum of
protesting and other asylum
seekers.

Until now, the escalating
protests have forced the
government to back downto
an extent. Neville Roach, a
senior adviser to the
Australian government quit
over thetreatment of asylum
seekers. Immigration
Minister Philip Ruddock has
responded to the protests by
agreeing to provide asylum
seekers  with  more
informationabout their status.
He agreed to the move after
the independent detention
advisory committeespent 11
hours with Woomera
detainees on Wednesday 23
January.

This is not enough. Our
interventioncanandmustend
acts of despair and self-
mutilation and raise aglobal
banner of positiveresistance
against the Australian
government. Pressure must
be kept on the Australian
government until the
protesting asylum seekers
gaintheirlegitimatedemands.
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Open Letter to Trade Unions and Labour
Organisaionsin Audrdia

Maryam Namazie

Dear Friends:

Since 16 January, hundreds
of asylum seekershavebeen
protesting the freeze on
Afghan asylum applications

andtheir detention, including
sewingtheir lips, attempting
tocommit suicideand hunger
striking. Thisisanintolerable
situation. The Australian
government is directly
responsible for this abysmal
situation and the unofficial
murder of asylum seekers.
With the assistance of the
media, people who have
fought andfledrightlessness,
sexual apartheid, execution,
repression, and poverty are

criminalised and
dehumanised. Instead of
beinggivenrefugeand decent

living conditions, they are
detained and caged like

animasanddeniedtheirbasic
rights.  Among these
protesting asylum seekers
arelabour activists, political
opponents, women's rights
activists, and civil rights
activists. They must be
supported.

If thissituationisallowed to
continue right near your
homes and workplaces, if
such inhuman policies and
practicesareallowedtoforce
people to such heights of
despair, and if civil rights
abuses and such blatant
racismarepermitted, youwill
be next. A government that

socalloudly violatestherights
of asylum seekerswill easily
violate the rights of others
living in Australia. This
assault must be stopped.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
calls on you to step up your
protests against this human
catastrophe and stand
alongside us in defending
basic civil and humanrights.

InSolidarity,

Maryam Namazie
Executive Director

Philip Ruddock

SampleL etter of Protest

Minister for Immigration & Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600

Fax: (02) 62734144

Email: philip.ruddock.mp@aph.gov.au or viawebsite: www.minister.immi.gov.au/general/contacts.htm

JuliaGillard

Shadow Minister for Population & Immigration
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600

Fax: (02) 6277 8457

Email: juliagillard.mp@aph.gov.au

I / My Organisation condemn(s) the Australian government’ sviolationsof asylumrightsand call onthegovernment to:
1. Immediately addressthel egitimate demandsof the protesting asylum seekers, including assessing all Afghanasylum
claims.

2. Shut down all detention centres and house thewomen, men and children imprisonedintheminvarious communities
with decent housing and lodging arrangements.

3. Recognise the right to asylum of protesting and other asylum seekers.

Name
Organisation (if any)
Date

Cc:ifir@ukonline.co.uk
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Detention

Centre

Occupied and Wrecked

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
congratul ates the
‘Movement of and for
Disobedients (Movimento
delle/del Disobbedienti) for
its act of resistance against
detention centres. On
Saturday 26 January, over a
hundred peopleoccupiedand
dismantled an area of a

detention centre in Via
Mattei in Bologna ltaly.
Hundreds more
demonstrated outside the
centre. The action was the
first step of the campaign of
the ‘Movement of and for
Disobedients' followingthe
demonstration of 150000
people on 19 January in
Rome.

German Conference

Asylum After Sept. 11

The tenth annual conference of the IFIR - Germany will
be held from 8-10 February 2002. The main theme of the
conferencewill betheright to asylum after September 11.
The first day of the conference will be conducted in
German and English. Government representatives, the
head of the parliamentary commission on asylum and
representativesof political partiesandorgani sations, refugee
agenciesand prorefugee celebritieswill participateinthe
opening day of the conference. The remaining two days
will be conductedin Persian. For further information and
details of how to attend the conference please contact:
+49(0)1737334270, +49(0)1732743686, or send us an
email at: pramazanali @yahoo.de, Ngaedi @aol.com.

Campaign to Free
Detaineesin Zurich

Several Iranian asylum
seekers have been detained
at Zurich airport for the past
twoweeks. Fromthemoment
the International Federation
of Iranian Refugees-Zurich
Branch received reports of
the detention, it initiated a
campaign for their release.
As aresult of these efforts,
Gholam Nikbeen was
rel eased. IFIR-Zurich

continuestocall ontheSwiss
government to immediately
release two others, Omeed
Sadegh Torki and Golnaz
Alaiee who is six months
pregnant.

For moreinformation, contact
Mahmmod Rahbari, IFIR
Zurich Director at
M_Rahbary@Hotmail.Com.

|FIRInternationd Secretaria

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees has
restructureditsinternational
Secretariat after the 9" bi-

annual international
conference. At the
Conference, Maryam

Namazie was elected
Executive Director of the
organisation. Keyvan Javid
is the Deputy Executive
Director. Department
Heads are: Mahin Alipour,
Department of Refugee
Women's Committees;
Siamak Amjadi, Publicityand

Website Departments;
Ladan Davar, Finance
Department, Farshad

Hoseini, Legal Advice and
Research Departments;
Keyvan Javid, Department
of Affairs of Countries
Neighbouring Iran, Public
RelationsDepartment, Editor
of Hambastegi Persian
Monthly; Mehrnousch
Musawi, Editor of
Hambastegi PersianWeekly,
Fundraising and Campaigns
Departments; Ramin
Niakan, Support Letters in
CountriesNeighbouringlran;
Nasrin Ramzanali,
Organisational Devel opment
and Country Director;
Mohammad Shokohi, Civil

Rights in Iran Department;
Rahim Y azdanparast,
Conference Director. Other
Secretariat Members. Saeed
Arman, Country Director;
Javad Aslani, Hambastegi
English and Civil Rights
Monthly in lran Assistant
Editor; Lotfolah Badawi,
Country Director; Kobra
Bahrami, Country Director;
Mahmoud Gasvini, Country
Director; Ghafar
Gholamveysi, Country
Director; Jamal Kamangar,
Department of Affairs of
CountriesNeighbouringlran
-Northernlrag; Y adi Karimi,
Department of Public
Relations; Esmaeil Moloodi,
Country Director; Habib
Nesouhi, Finance
Department; Hossein Pish
Ehsan, Country Director;
Afsaneh Rahimi, Country
Director; Rezgar Rezaiee,
Department of Affairs of
CountriesNeighbouringlran
- India; Amir Tavakoli,
Hambastegi Persian Weekly
Assistant Editor and Country
Director. Rebwar Arif,
Executive Director of the
Federation of Iragi Refugees
is also a member of the
Secretariat.

End Detention Now!
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AUSTRALIA

National Office
KobraBahrami

Tel: +61 404 865 421
arsdan@iprimus.com.au
AZERBAIJAN
National Baku Office
Hassan Dadbar
ifirbaku@yahoo.com
Tel: 00994503246259
BELGIUM

Nationd Brussds Office
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P.B. 1032
Brussdls1000, Belgium
Td: + 32478904 163
Hossein@freagetesbe
CANADA

National Toronto Office
1052 Pgpe Avenue

P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 373
Td: +1416-526-1027
Vancouver Office
FahimehSadeghi

PO Box 19640
Vancouver BCV5T 4E7
Td: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com
London Office
Masood Alvand

PO Box 35131

London, ON N5W 576
Td: +1519 681-7826
Hours M, W and F
m_avand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office

Davood Aram

New Comer Center

218 Argyle &., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4
Td: +1613-232-9634 ext. 448
Fax: +1613-232-3660
dl_aran@yahoo.ca
CYPRUS

Nationd Office
KiumarsAllahyari

PO Box 56067

Limosal, Cyprus
Ghazdehfard@Y ahoo.Com
DENMARK

National Office
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234
2300Kobehhavn S
Denmark

Tdl: +45 2049 3098
nehid@mail .danbbs.dk
ENGLAND

Nationd London Office
Saeed Arman

BM Box 1919

London WCIN 3XX
Engand

Tel: +44 7931866985
saman@ukonline.co.uk
FINLAND

National Vassa Office
Amir Tavakali

VPN Posrestante
65320V assa

Te: +358405821776
tavakoli @hotmail.com
Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante

33560 Tampere
GERMANY

Nationd Office
NaginRamzandi
IFIR, Podtfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Pramzandi @Y ahoo.De
Tel: +49 172 5350946
Angsberg

Ali Mohammad Jasir
+49175 7689809
Berlin Office
Farshad Derakhshan S.
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin

Td: +49 1744721710
Bochum Office
VidaBarai

Postfach 150129
44613Herne

Td: +49 01737334270
VidaBarai @aol.com
Bremen Office
Daryosh Biegi

IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen

Td: +49172 177 7030
darush73@t-online.de
Darmgtadt Office
Mehrnousch Musawi
Td: +49 175 740 2582
mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office
BahramNazarinia
IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund

Td: +49 173 733 4270
Dussddorf Office
ShahlaK habaszadeh
Postfach 200463
40102 Dusddorf

Td: +49 174 2560 269
shahlal10@aol.com
Essen Office
NahidJavadinia

IFIR Postfach 143304
45263 ESSEN

Td : +49 1782519436

Nahidj@gmx.de
Frankfurt Office
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt an Main
Te: +49 6959 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
Nshm44@aol.com
Giessen Office
BijanShahabi

IFIR

Bahnhof Str. 38

35390 Giesen
Bsha99@a0l.com

Hagen Office
AminSolemanNegad
Postfach 2752
58027Hagen

Tel: +49 1608423132
Hannover Office
SAdAdi

Tdl: +49 179 6982193
sadi@planet-interkom.de
Kasse Office
FaridHabibian-Fard
IFIR, Mombach Str. 10-12
34127 Kasd

Tel: +49561 89 46 89
Hours Do. (17 - 19)
ifrkassd @yahoo.de

Koln Office
SHehGawdi

Postfach 10 24 31

50464 Kdln

Tel: +49 173 2629846
Sgawei@t-onlinede
Leipzig

Mahmod Mosawi

IFIR, Sternwarten Str4
04103 Leipzig

IFIR postfach 271137
04291 Leipzig

Tdl: +49 1789207680
Mahmodde@yahoo.de
Meinz

MehrangizKarimi

+49 175 6784958
Munster Office

Niaz Gaedi

IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Minger

Te: +49173 27 43 686
Ngeedi @e0l.com
Pleetenberg Office
DaiushSafa

Ohlerdr. 100
Plectenberg58840

Te: +49179 612 1558
Wolfshurg Office

Josef Haddadi Shatri
Mohil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +495361 779947

Zwickau

Mehdi Giasinagad

Te: +49 1724738630
GREECE

Nationd AthensOffice
SurushNauras

P O.Box 8120
T.K10010

Athens, Greece

Td: + 30972347071
HOLLAND

Nationd Office

Farshad Hussaini

Postbus 1312, 5602 BH
Eindhoven

Tel: +3162 3377886
Fax: +14135813238
farshad55@hotmail.com
Farzad Nazery
WeenaStraat 745

3013 AL Rotterdam

Fax: + 31 1043303002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com
Eindhoven Office
FatamahEqdami

Postbus 1312

5602 BH Eindhoven

Td: +31627216121
INDIA

New Ddhi Office

Abbas Rezai and Ghafor Zareen
farhang25@rediffmail.com
IRAQ

Soleimaniyeh and Erbil
Contact: Bakhtiar Mirzeee
Bakhtiyar_Arbil @Y ahoo.Com
NORWAY

Ghafar Gholamveys
Postboks 28,Vinderen
0319040

Td: +47 40851738
ghafar@chdlo.no
PAKISTAN

Idamabad Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat
SWEDEN

Nationa Goteborg Office
Esmeeil Moloodi

IFRS, Box 11103

404 23 Goteborg

Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Tdl: +46 704920349
ifrs@hotmail.com

Sun., Tue, Thu., 18:00 -20:00
Gimo Office

Korosh Khogravi
Flykting Rdet

Box 55, 747 02 Gimo
Te: +46 7048567 33
+46 173- 40 383
Goteborg Office
AbdullaAsdi

IFRS, Box 11090

IFIR OFFICES WORLDWIDE

404 22 Goteborg

Td: +46 073-7178819
Abe@Mbox301.Swipnet.Se
hambagtegi @tdiacom
Linkdping Office

Mona Mosavi

IFR, Box 8001, 580 08 Link&ping
Mamo Office
Hushanglramlo

IFR Box 17563, 20010 Mamé
Te/Fax: +4673-6773610
mirhooshang@hotmail.com
Stockholm Office

RahimY azdanparast

IFR, Box 1172

172 24 Sundbyberg

+46 739802311
Rahim@Mbox302.Swipnet.Se
SWITZERLAND

Nationd Office

L.Badawi

Wattdtrasse 15, 8307 Effretikon
Te: +41 79 399 60 66

Fax: +4152 3432119
bli@gmx.ch

Bern Office
F.GholamWies

Postfach 90

3098 Schliern B.K 6niz

Td: +4176 33167 74
Lausanne Office

S Tawfiqui

AvdelaSdlaz, 52 1010 Lausanne
Td: +4176 397 4982
Zirich Office

Mahmood Rahbary

Badener Str.887, 8048 Zurich
Te:+4114304454

+ 41787 957 581

Fax: +1208 330 3568
m_rahbary@hotmail.com
TURKEY
ClandegtineOffices

Contact; IFIR Secretaria
UNITED STATES
LosAngdes

AfsanehRahimi

Tel: +1 8058884239
RahimiA2000@yahoo.com
MEMBERORGANIZATIONS
New York USA

Sogand Saadat

GPO, P.0O.Box 7051

New York, NY 10116

Td: 1+ 212 747 1046
charngo@aol.com

Victoria Canada

Abbas Mohammadi
VICC-ICA

930 Bamord Road

Victoria, BCV8T 1A8

Te: +1 250388 4728

Fax: +1 2503864395
vicc22@hotmail.com



