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Support WoomeraProtestors

238 asylum seekers
imprisoned at Woomera
‘ detentioncentre’ intheSouth
Australian desert have been
protesting against delays in
determination proceduresand
violationsof their rightssince
Wednesday. Of these, 186
are on hunger strike and 70
have sewntheir lipstogether
in utter desperation. There
are 1,000 asylum seekers,
including many children,
imprisoned at Woomera.
Somehavebeenlivinginthis
appalling prisonfor uptofive
years.

One of the main reasons for
thenever-ending protestsand
desperationistheAustralian

government’ sinhumanpolicy
of mandatory detention of
asylum seekers. This
particular protest is also
related to the fact that the
Australian government has
imposed a freeze on
processing applications of
Afghans since the collapse
of the Taliban. The
Immigration  Minister
Ruddock says the recent
changeof government means
that Afghans can no longer
be regarded as ‘genuine
refugees.’ In reality,
however, Afghans have
never been regarded as
genuinerefugees. They have
beenimprisoned, mistreated,
refusedandcriminaisedprior

tothecollapseof theTaliban.
In  contravention to
international refugeelaw, they
have been denied entry and
forcibly reroutedtotheisland
of Nauru under the so-called
Pacific Solution even before
the ‘ change of government.’

TherealityinAfghanistanand
theenduringreasonsfor flight
isnot of interest to Ruddock,
who saysthat ‘thosewho are
unhappy withtheir treatment
in Australia should return
home. This is in fact the
reason for the mandatory
detention, the freeze, the
Pacific Solution, the
criminalization. With this
policy of deterrenceand cruel

and inhuman treatment, the
Australian government
expectsto deter peopleor to
physically andmentally crush
those who have entered so
that they will sew their lips,
dieon hunger strike, commit
suicide, despair and return
‘home’ ...

Thelnternational Federation
of lranian Refugees
condemns the Australian
government’s anti-asylum
policiesandlawsandcallson
groups and individuals to
intervene. Our intervention
can and must end acts of
despair and self-mutilation
and raise aglobal banner of
positiveresistanceagainst the
Australian government.

Demondgration agang Deportationin Sweden

Hundreds of peopletook part
in an I|FIR-Stockholm
branch-organised demon-
stration at the Swedish Im-
migration Department in
Stockholm on Friday, Janu-
ary 11. Demonstrators con-
demned the Swedish govern-
ment’s plan to deport
Mahmood Asadpour and
Faramarz Heshmatpasand,
two Iranian asylum seekers,

and defended asylumrights.
Rahim Yazdanparast, the
IFIR Stockholm director,
Siamak Bahari of the
Worker-communist Party of
Iran - Stockholm, Mahin
Alipour, Spokespersonfor the
International Campaign in
Defence of Women's'
Rights in Iran - Stockholm,
Okoth Osewe from ‘No-one
islllegal’ among others, ad-
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dressed the demonstration,
exposed theanti-asylum poli-
cies of the Swedish govern-
ment and called for an end

todeportations. AnIFIR del-

egation then met with immi-
gration officials to raise the

Continued on page 2
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Condemning Idamisn't Racist

Maryam Namazie

Ex-MP Jackie Ballard who
recently moved to Iran states
it is racist to be anti-lslam
and saysitis‘time“liberal”
opinion started to try to un-
derstand Islam better and to
learn something about the
cultureof theMiddle East...’
(January 7 article in The
Guardian entitled ‘ Another
kind of freedom’). She fur-
ther asserts that women in
Iran have ‘freedoms denied
tomany inthewest’, includ-
ing that a friend can
breastfeed in restaurants,
that Iranian women ‘keep
their own names after mar-
riage’ and because she feels
safer in Iran [*If women
dressin a sexualy provoca
tive or attractive way, per-
hapsit is not surprising that
men respond to them as
sexual beings...’].

Ballard’s pathetic examples
of so-called freedoms over-
look the real and bleak sta-
tus of women living under
Idlamic laws. In Iran, veil-
ingiscompulsory for women
indl public places; even chil-
dren aged nineto 11 arefor-
bidden from wearing * flashy
hues'. They are subject to
harassment, imprisonment
and fines if their dress or
behaviour is deemed inap-
propriate. They are segre-
gatedin public places, includ-
ing buses, schoolsand health
care. Women can only work
in an occupation that is not
contrary to Islam; thelaw, for
example, prohibits women
from becoming judges since
they are believed to be
swayed by emotion rather
than logic. Women are not
allowed to travel without the
permission of their husbands.
In court, the number of wit-
nesses required to prove a
crime is higher if the wit-
nesses are female. A wom-
an'sright todivorceand child
custody arelimited. Thele-
g4 agefor girlsto‘marry’ is
9. Any form of friendship or
association between the
sexes outside marriage is
punishable by flogging, im-

prisonment, forced marriage
and stoning to death... For
Ballard, however, these are
merely ‘another kind of free-
dom’. For her, womenliving
in Iran and Islam-stricken
societies have different
freedoms because of their
place of birth and ‘their’ cul-
ture and religion. Ballard
even goes so far asto credit
Islam for the facts that
‘women in Iran are in many
ways among the most asser-
tiveand socialy independent’
or that ‘more women take
engineering degrees in Iran
thaninthe UK’ though these
have nothing to do with Is-
lam and everything todowith
women’'s own resistance
and transgressions.

Ballard saysblaming religion
for the denial of women'’s
rights in countries like Iran
‘disguised as concern for
human rights’ is tantamount
to‘blaming Protestantismin
Britain or Catholicism in
Mexico for endemic domes-
tic violence’ and to seeing
‘ paedophiliaasasymptom of
a Christian or western cul-
ture’. This is nonsense. Is-
lam isin political power in
Iran and many countries of
the Middle East and North

Africa and cannot be com-
pared to Protestantism in
Britain. The Bibleis not the
law of the land in Britain,
whilethe Koranisin Iran; it
isnot in the constitution and
penal code nor enforced in
the courts and by morality
policein Britain, whileitisin
Iran.

Nonetheless, according to
Ballard, to condemnidamis
racist. Ballard conveniently
ignores the distinction be-
tween anti-1slam sentiments
and racism against Muslims.
While racism is unaccept-
able, an attack on Islam and
Islamic statesand lawsisnot
only permissible but arequi-
site given the indescribable
violence and misogyny
meted out by Islam in politi-
cal power. Progressive
normsand secularism arethe
results of enlightenment and
just struggles against this
very sort of reaction.
Ballard’s rebuke only at-
tempts to silence those who
speak out for civil rights by
labelling them asracists. In
fact, however, it is her cul-
turally relativist assertions
that areracist. By justifying
and excusing women'’s sta-
tus as cultural, she denies
women and peopleliving in
theMiddleEast and Iran uni-
versal rights and freedoms.

Demonstration against Deportation

Sweden, from P. 1

following demands: animme-
diate end to deportations, a
re-opening of closed cases
and declaring Iran unsafe.

The | FIR-Stockholm Branch

in

continues to actively resist
the deportation orders of
Asadpour and
Heshmatpasand and has
called on public opinion to
intervene.

Contact:
Ifir@ukonline.co.uk
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Support Iranian Asylum
SskasinTurkey

Iranian asylum seekers
housed in Yozgat camp in
Turkey have begun a sit-in
protestingtheir mistreatment,
lack of security and the UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees deficient
determination procedures.
Some of the protesters have
been in the camp for over
two years. According to
information received from
refugee representatives, the
UNHCR had agreed to meet
with them on December 26
to discuss their grievances.
The UNHCR, however,

failed to make this meeting.
In protest, refugees began a
hunger strike on January 3,
which ended with IFIR's
intervention. The sit-in
continued, however, since
IFIR organises refugees
around positive forms of
resistance rather than those
that mutilate or harm them.

IFIR fully supports the
refugee demands and calls
ongroupsand individualsto
put pressure onthe UNHCR
to meet with and address
their legitimatedemands.

Garman Conference
Asylum after 11
September

Thetenthannual conference
of the IFIR - Germany will
be held from 8-10 February
2002. Themainthemeof the
conference will be the right
to asylum after September
11. The first day of the
conferencewill beconducted
in German and English.
Government representatives,
thehead of theparliamentary
commission on asylum and
representatives of political
parties and organisations,

refugee agencies and pro
refugee celebrities will
participateintheopening day
of the conference. The
remaining two days will be
conducted in Persian. For
further information and
details of how to attend the
conference please contact:
+49(0)1737334270,
+49(0)1732743686, or send
us an email at:
pramazanali @yahoo.de,

Ngaedi @aol.com.

Visit:
www.hambastegi.org

KDPmud HesHad and

Mohiaddin Hadi and Salam
Sheikhi, twolranianasylum
seekers, have been detained
and imprisoned under
inhumane conditions by the
KurdistanDemocratic Party
(KDP) in Erbil, Iraqi
Kurdistan, for the past
several months. Hadi and
Sheikhi are amongst
thousandsof Iraniansforced
tofleethelslamicregime of
I[ran. Many head towards
the city of Soleimaniyeh to
approachtheUNHCR office
in that city. This city has
increasingly becomeunsafe
for Iranians due to the
collaboration between the
rulingparty intheregion, the
PatrioticUnionof Kurdistan,
and the Iranian regime.
Fearing for their lives, Hadi
and Sheikhi fledtoErbil, only

to be arrested by the ruling
party in that city - the KDP.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees con-
demns the arrests and de-
mands that both be released
immediately.

IFIR holds the KDP and the
UNHCR responsible for
their safety and well-being.
We call on groups and indi-
vidualsto send lettersof pro-
test to the KDP, Central Of-
fice: kdppress@aol.com,
Fax: +87376160321; Euro-
pean Office: kdpeurope@t-
online.de, Fax:
+493079743746; UNHCR
office in lragi Kurdistan:
irgba@unhcr.ch; Geneva:
hgprOO@unhcr.ch, Fax:
+41227398643.

Release all Asylum Seekers
from Woomera Prison
Today
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AUSTRALIA

National Office
KobraBahrami

Tel: +61 404 865 421
arsdan@iprimus.com.au
AZERBAIJAN
National Baku Office
Hassan Dadbar
ifirbaku@yahoo.com
Tel: 00994503246259
BELGIUM

Nationd Brussds Office
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P.B. 1032
Brussdls1000, Belgium
Td: + 32478904 163
Hossein@freagetesbe
CANADA

National Toronto Office
1052 Pgpe Avenue

P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 373
Td: +1416-526-1027
Vancouver Office
FahimehSadeghi

PO Box 19640
Vancouver BCV5T 4E7
Td: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com
London Office
Masood Alvand

PO Box 35131

London, ON N5W 576
Td: +1519 681-7826
Hours M, W and F
m_avand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office

Davood Aram

New Comer Center

218 Argyle &., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4
Td: +1613-232-9634 ext. 448
Fax: +1613-232-3660
dl_aran@yahoo.ca
CYPRUS

Nationd Office
KiumarsAllahyari

PO Box 56067

Limosal, Cyprus
Ghazdehfard@Y ahoo.Com
DENMARK

National Office
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234
2300Kobehhavn S
Denmark

Tdl: +45 2049 3098
nehid@mail .danbbs.dk
ENGLAND

Nationd London Office
Saeed Arman

BM Box 1919

London WCIN 3XX
Engand

Tel: +44 7931866985
saman@ukonline.co.uk
FINLAND

National Vassa Office
Amir Tavakali

VPN Posrestante
65320V assa

Te: +358405821776
tavakoli @hotmail.com
Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante

33560 Tampere
GERMANY

Nationd Office
NaginRamzandi
IFIR, Podtfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Pramzandi @Y ahoo.De
Tel: +49 172 5350946
Angsberg

Ali Mohammad Jasir
+49175 7689809
Berlin Office
Farshad Derakhshan S.
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin

Td: +49 1744721710
Bochum Office
VidaBarai

Postfach 150129
44613Herne

Td: +49 01737334270
VidaBarai @aol.com
Bremen Office
Daryosh Biegi

IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen

Td: +49172 177 7030
darush73@t-online.de
Darmgtadt Office
Mehrnousch Musawi
Td: +49 175 740 2582
mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office
BahramNazarinia
IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund

Td: +49 173 733 4270
Dussddorf Office
ShahlaK habaszadeh
Postfach 200463
40102 Dusddorf

Td: +49 174 2560 269
shahlal10@aol.com
Essen Office
NahidJavadinia

IFIR Postfach 143304
45263 ESSEN

Td : +49 1782519436

Nahidj@gmx.de
Frankfurt Office
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt an Main
Te: +49 6959 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
Nshm44@aol.com
Giessen Office
BijanShahabi

IFIR

Bahnhof Str. 38

35390 Giesen
Bsha99@a0l.com

Hagen Office
AminSolemanNegad
Postfach 2752
58027Hagen

Tel: +49 1608423132
Hannover Office
SAdAdi

Tdl: +49 179 6982193
sadi@planet-interkom.de
Kasse Office
FaridHabibian-Fard
IFIR, Mombach Str. 10-12
34127 Kasd

Tel: +49561 89 46 89
Hours Do. (17 - 19)
ifrkassd @yahoo.de

Koln Office
SHehGawdi

Postfach 10 24 31

50464 Kdln

Tel: +49 173 2629846
Sgawei@t-onlinede
Leipzig

Mahmod Mosawi

IFIR, Sternwarten Str4
04103 Leipzig

IFIR postfach 271137
04291 Leipzig

Tdl: +49 1789207680
Mahmodde@yahoo.de
Meinz

MehrangizKarimi

+49 175 6784958
Munster Office

Niaz Gaedi

IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Minger

Te: +49173 27 43 686
Ngeedi @e0l.com
Pleetenberg Office
DaiushSafa

Ohlerdr. 100
Plectenberg58840

Te: +49179 612 1558
Wolfshurg Office

Josef Haddadi Shatri
Mohil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +495361 779947

Zwickau

Mehdi Giasinagad

Te: +49 1724738630
GREECE

Nationd AthensOffice
SurushNauras

P O.Box 8120
T.K10010

Athens, Greece

Td: + 30972347071
HOLLAND

Nationd Office

Farshad Hussaini

Postbus 1312, 5602 BH
Eindhoven

Te: +3162 3377886
Fax: +14135813238
farshad55@hotmail.com
Farzad Nazery
WeenaStraat 745

3013 AL Rotterdam

Fax: +31 1043303002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com
Eindhoven Office
FatamahEqdami

Postbus 1312

5602 BH Eindhoven

Td: +31627216121
INDIA

New Ddhi Office

Abbas Rezai and Ghafor Zareen
farhang25@rediffmail.com
IRAQ

Soleimaniyeh and Erbil
Contact: Bakhtiar Mirzeee
Bakhtiyar_Arbil @Y ahoo.Com
NORWAY

Ghafar Gholamveys
Postboks 28,Vinderen
0319040

Td: +47 40851738
ghafa@chdlo.no
PAKISTAN

Idamabad Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat
SWEDEN

Nationa Goteborg Office
Esmeeil Moloodi

IFRS, Box 11103

404 23 Goteborg

Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Td: +46 704920349
ifrs@hotmail.com

Sun., Tue, Thu., 18:00 -20:00
Gimo Office

Korosh Khogravi
Flykting Rdet

Box 55, 747 02 Gimo
Te: +46 7048567 33
+46 173- 40 383
Goteborg Office
AbdullaAsdi

IFRS, Box 11090

IFIR OFFICES WORLDWIDE

404 22 Goteborg

Td: +46 073-7178819
Abe@Mbox301.Swipnet.Se
hambagtegi @tdiacom
Linkdping Office

Mona Mosavi

IFR, Box 8001, 580 08 Link&ping
Mamo Office
Hushanglramlo

IFR Box 17563, 20010 Mamé
Te/Fax: +4673-6773610
mirhooshang@hotmail.com
Stockholm Office

RahimY azdanparast

IFR, Box 1172

172 24 Sundbyberg

+46 739802311
Rahim@Mbox302.Swipnet.Se
SWITZERLAND

Nationd Office

L.Badawi

Wattdtrasse 15, 8307 Effretikon
Te: +41 79 399 60 66

Fax: +4152 3432119
bli@gmx.ch

Bern Office
F.GholamWies

Postfach 90

3098 Schliern B.K 6niz

Td: +4176 33167 74
Lausanne Office

S Tawfiqui

AvdelaSdlaz, 52 1010 Lausanne
Td: +4176 397 4982
Zirich Office

Mahmood Rahbary

Badener Str.887, 8048 Zurich
Te:+4114304454

+ 41787 957 581

Fax: +1208 330 3568
m_rahbary@hotmail.com
TURKEY
ClandegtineOffices

Contact; IFIR Secretaria
UNITED STATES
LosAngdes

AfsanehRahimi

Tel: +1 8058884239
RahimiA2000@yahoo.com
MEMBERORGANIZATIONS
New York USA

Sogand Saadat

GPO, P.0O.Box 7051

New York, NY 10116

Td: 1+ 212 747 1046
charngo@aol.com

Victoria Canada

Abbas Mohammadi
VICC-ICA

930 Bamord Road

Victoria, BCV8T 1A8

Te: +1 250388 4728

Fax: +1 2503864395
vicc22@hotmail.com



