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‘A Nightmare of Human Misary’

Eight asylumseekers,includ-
ing severa children, were
found dead inside a cargo
container at the Irish port of
Waterfordon Saturday 8 De-
cember. It is believed that
they were locked in the con-
tainer for at least nine days.
Thelorry driverandhisassis-
tant who found the asylum
seekers after hearing noises
from the container were
treated for shock after wit-
nessing what hasbeen called
‘anightmare of human mis-
ery’. Five survivors found
UNCONSCI 0US, Semi-comatose
and dehydrated were taken
to Wexford General Hospi-
tal.

Thelnternational Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
expressesits deep sympathy
forthevictimsandtheir fami-
lies and its outrage over the
death of yet another eight
human beings. While Bertie
Ahern, the Irish Prime Min-

ister, and European leaders
blamethe people-smuggling
tradefor suchtragedies, IFIR
holdsFortressEuropedirectly
responsible for their deaths.
Asylum seekers have been
forced to take riskier and
more dangerous routes with

smugglersbecauseof theim-
possibility of gaining access
to Europelegally and safely.
It is the Irish government’s
anti-asylummeasurescarried
out under theguiseof battling
people smuggling and now
terrorism, whichreallykilled
the eight.

IFIR calls on progressive
groupsandindividua stocon-
demnthelrishgovernment’s
anti-asylumpolicies. Decem-
ber 10, International Human
Rights Day, and every other
day must beturnedintointer-
national days of protest
against Fortress Europe and
its closed borders. Disman-
tling Fortress Europe is the
only way to end further hu-
man tragedies.

|nternationd Human nghtsDay A Day of Protes

December 10is International
Human Rights Day, com-
memorating the adoption of
the Universal Declaration of
HumanRights. Whilethe* hu-
man rights’ recognized in the
declaration is extremely lim-
ited, December 10isnonethe-
lessan opportuneday toraise
our own banner of compre-
hensiveand maximumhuman
andasylumrights.

Join the International Federa-

tion of Iranian Refugees
(IFIR), theEuropeRomaFed-
eration, theNational Codlition
of Anti-Deportation Cam-
paigns and others to demand
therighttoasylum,andanend
to anti-asylum measures, in-
cluding ‘snatch squads’, de-
portationanddetentioninLon-
don.

Pickets outside several
embassies, which are the
source of many thousands
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asylum  seekers:
Embassy of the Idamic Re-
public of Iran, 10.00am Bul-
garian Embassy, 10.30am
Czech Republic Embassy,
11.00am Slovakia Embassy,
Romania Embassy,
Ukraine Embassy, and
Polish Embassy 10.30am.

Press conference: 12.00pm
in Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, withBobRussell Lib-
eral Democrat MP, Maryam

Namazie, and others.

Picket of Home Office:
1.00pm to 3.00pm, Queen
Annes Gate, London SW1H
9AT, (nearest tube St James)

Picket of Irish Embassy:
2.00pm - No more ‘Coffin

Ships

Vigil: Stand Up For Human
Rights at Parliament Square,
6.00pmto8.00pm

‘Obstacles’ to the ‘Return’
of Afghans,
Namazie, Page 2

by Maryam




Hambastegi 113, December 10, 2001

‘Obstacles tothe‘Return’ of Afghans

by Maryam Namazie

Theink hasn’tdriedfromthe
agreement setting up an in-
terimgovernmentinAfghani-
stan, and European and re-
giona governments are al-
ready stepping up plans to
‘return’ Afghansback to Af-
ghanistan. Pakistanhasbeen
sendingrefugeeslivingincit-
iesforyearstorefugeecamps
in order tofacilitate their re-
turn. 24,000 have' voluntar-
ily repatriated’ from Iran,
though the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) admitsthat ‘ some
Afghans may have been de-
ported. The UK govern-
mentisalsotalking of setting
up a program to facilitate
such ‘returns.” Moreover,
the UNHCR hasrenewed its
efforts to drum up support
for Afghan ‘repatriation’.
High Commissioner Ruud
Lubbers has noted that the
return of the world’ s largest
population of refugees and
displaced peoplewill havea

significantimpact onthesta-
bilization, rehabilitation and
economic recovery of Af-
ghanistan. Headdsthat even
the hundreds of thousands of
Afghanswho havebeenborn
‘in exile’ over the past two
decades and have ‘never
seentheir homeland’ cannow
return. No matter their citi-
zenship, where they were
born, thelength of their resi-
dency abroad, and their own
wishes — they must all re-
turn!

In planning the‘ repatriation’
program, however, Mr. Lub-
bers doesmanageto mention
some ‘obstacles’ to the re-
turn of Afghans, namely
‘enormous destruction of
homes and infrastructure
throughout the country and
the scourge of millions of
landmines'. He forgets to
add ‘bombings, civil war,
drought, famine, Islamic re-

action, continued sexual
apartheid and rights viola-
tions. In Afghanistan, mil-
lions are at risk of starving
to death thiswinter. Recent
factional fighting prompted
the United Nationsto pull its
international staff out of
Mazar-i-Sharif though that
agency continues to go
ahead with preparations to
send Afghans back. Last
week, armed men stopped a
bus outside Kabul and
hacked off the ears and
noses of six men on board
as punishment for shaving
off their beards. Women are
still forcibly veiled and con-
tinueto bedeniedtheir rights,
including theright to protest
(the last time a women'’s
rights demonstration was
banned, the orders came
from the Bonn Summit it-
self).  Another ‘obstacle
Mr. Lubbersfailsto mention
is the fact that the transi-
tional government that isto
take control in afew weeks
is made up of mostly war
criminalswho should betried
for crimes against the Af-
ghan people rather than run
the country. And that isnot
al. From the standpoint of
the UN and Western govern-
ments, Afghans are such
sub-humansthat they arenot
eigibleto participatein free
electionsand livein a secu-
lar society. Power isdivided
among the most brutal, and

after awhile, an ethnic coun-
cil from pre-historic times
calledtheLoyadirgawill run
the country some more.
Even the rights of Afghans
arerelative. TheBonnagree-
ment ‘ acknowledgestheright
of the people of Afghanistan
to freely determinetheir own
political futurein accordance
with the [antithetical] prin-
ciples of Islam, democracy,
pluralismand social justice'.
There will also be a Judicial
Commission to ‘rebuild the
justice systemin accordance
with Idamic principles, inter-
nationa standards, therule of
law and Afghan legal tradi-
tions — which means more
stonings, floggings, compul-
sory veiling, child mar-
riages... Once again reli-
giousand ethnic reaction has
been imposed on the Afghan
people. This must be re-
sisted. Theforciblereturn of
Afghans who have fled two
decades of thisIslamic reac-
tion must also be resisted.
Afghans must be given pro-
tection and their right to asy-
lumandtheir universal human
rights must be recognised.
Anything less is unaccept-
able.

Next Issue:

17 December
2001
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Support Campaignto Defend Afghan Refugees

Iran Tajikistan

Mohammad K hatami Miasmal Sharipovich Rakhmonov

Fax: +98 216 464 443 Fax: +992 37221 25 20

Email: khatami @president.ir Uzbekistan

Pakistan Fax: +998 71 1395325

General Pervez Musharraf E-mail: presidents_office@press-service.uz
Fax: +92519207217 UNHCR Geneva

E-mail: CE@pak.gov.pk Fax: +41-22-739-7353

E-mail: hgproO@unhcr.ch

| / My Organisation condemn(s) theUSand NATO bombing of Afghanistanandtheclosing of bordersto Afghansfleeing
the bombing and Taliban repression. | / my organization demand(s):

1- Animmediate end to the USA and NATO bombing of Afghanistan

2- Neighbouring countries, especially Iran and Pakistan, and others must open their borders. The closing of bordersis
acrime and those governments enforcing it are accomplicesin the killings of the Afghan people.

open Borders for Afghan Refupe,

3- TheUnited NationsHigh
Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) must im-
mediately improvetheliv-
ing conditionsand security
of refugees and the refu-
geecamps, and preventthis
human catastrophe.

4- The right to asylum of
Afghans must be uncondi-
tionally recognised bothin
theregion and internation-
aly.

5- The deportation of Af-
ghanrefugeesmustendim-
mediately.

Signed
Name
Organisation (if any)

E-mail T e : l!i.';l.'.l.1 i -.'--'-‘F R i i
ol "'“',"."‘ff-?"‘l"‘l"‘u. s, Qg

cc: ifir@ukonline.co.uk -" ,J"
-
i# _—
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AUSTRALIA

National Office
KobraBahrami

Tel: +61 404 865 421
arsdan@iprimus.com.au
AZERBAIJAN
National Baku Office
Hassan Dadbar
ifirbaku@yahoo.com
Tel: 00994503246259
BELGIUM

Nationd Brussds Office
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P.B. 1032
Brussdls1000, Bgium
Td: + 32478904 163
Hossein@freagetesbe
CANADA

National Toronto Office
1052 Pgpe Avenue

P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 373
Td: +1416-526-1027
Vancouver Office
FahimehSadeghi

PO Box 19640
Vancouver BCV5T 4E7
Td: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com
London Office
Masood Alvand

PO Box 35131

London, ON N5W 576
Td: +1519 681-7826
Hours M, W and F
m_avand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office

Davood Aram

New Comer Center

218 Argyle &., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4
Td: +1613-232-9634 ext. 448
Fax: +1613-232-3660
dl_aran@yahoo.ca
CYPRUS

Nationd Office
KiumarsAllahyari

PO Box 56067

Limosal, Cyprus
Ghazdehfard@Y ahoo.Com
DENMARK

National Office
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234
2300Kobehhavn S
Denmark

Tel: +45 2049 3098
nehid@mail .danbbs.dk
ENGLAND

Nationd London Office
Saeed Arman

BM Box 1919

London WCIN 3XX
Engand

Tel: +44 7931866985
saman@ukonline.co.uk
FINLAND

National Vassa Office
Amir Tavakali

VPN Posrestante
65320V assa

Te: +358405821776
tavakoli @hotmail.com
Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante

33560 Tampere
GERMANY

Nationd Office
NaginRamzandi

IFIR, Podtfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Pramzandi @Y ahoo.De
Tel: +49 172 5350946
Angsberg

Ali Mohammad Jasir
+49175 7689809
Berlin Office
Farshad Derakhshan S.
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin

Td: +49 1744721710
Bochum Office
VidaBarai

Postfach 150129
44613Herne

Td: +49 01737334270
VidaBarai @aol.com
Bremen Office
Daryosh Biegi

IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen

Td: +49172 177 7030
darush73@t-online.de
Darmgtadt Office
Mehrnousch Musawi
Td: +49 175 740 2582
mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office
BahramNazarinia
IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund

Td: +49 173 733 4270
Dussddorf Office
ShahlaK habaszadeh
Postfach 200463
40102 Dusddorf

Td: +49 174 2560 269
shahlal10@aol.com

Essen Office
NahidJavadinia

IFIR, Postfach 101728
45017 Essen

Td: +49 1782519436
Frankfurt Office
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt an Main
Te: +49 6959 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
Nshmd4@aol .com
Giessen Office
BijanShahabi

IFIR

Bahnhof Str. 38

35390 Giesen
Bshal9@a0l.com

Hagen Office
AminSolemanNegad
Postfach 2752
58027Hagen

Td: +49 1608423132
Hannover Office
SadAdi

Tel: +49 179 6982193
sadi@planet-interkom.de
Kasse Office
FaridHabibian-Fard
IFIR, Mombach Str. 10-12
34127 KasH

Tel: +49561 89 46 89
Hours Do. (17 - 19)
ifrkessd @yahoo.de

Koln Office
SdehGawdi

Postfach 1024 31

50464 Kdln

Tel: +49 173 2629846
Sgawei@t-onlinede
Leipzig

Mahmod Mosawi

IFIR, Sternwarten Str4
04103 Leipzig

IFIR postfach 271137
04291 Leipzig

Td: +49 1789207680
Mahmodde@yahoo.de
Meinz
MehrangizKarimi

+49 175 6784958
Munster Office

Niaz Gaedi

IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Minster

Td: +49173 27 43 686
Ngeedi @a0l.com
Pleetenberg Office
DaiushSafa

Ohlerdr. 100
Plectenberg58840

Td: +49179 612 1558
Wolfshurg Office

Josef Haddadi Shahri
Mohil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +495361 779947

Zwickau

Mehdi Giasinagad

Te: +49 1724738630
GREECE

Nationd AthensOffice
SurushNauras

P O.Box 8120
T.K10010

Athens, Greece

Td: + 30972347071
HOLLAND

Nationd Office

Farshad Hussaini

Postbus 1312, 5602 BH
Eindhoven

Te: +3162 3377886
Fax: +14135813238
farshad55@hotmail.com
Farzad Nazery
WeenaStraat 745

3013 AL Rotterdam

Fax: +31 1043303002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com
Eindhoven Office
FatamahEqdami

Postbus 1312

5602 BH Eindhoven

Td: +31627216121
INDIA

New Ddhi Office

Abbas Rezai and Ghafor Zareen
farhang25@rediffmail.com
IRAQ

Soleimaniyeh and Erbil
Contact: Bakhtiar Mirzeee
Bakhtiyar_Arbil @Y ahoo.Com
NORWAY

Ghafar Gholamveys
Postboks 28,Vinderen
0319040

Td: +47 40851738
ghafa@chdlo.no
PAKISTAN

Idamabad Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat
SWEDEN

Nationa Goteborg Office
Esmeeil Moloodi

IFRS, Box 11103

404 23 Goteborg

Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Td: +46 704920349
ifrs@hotmail.com

Sun., Tue, Thu., 18:00 -20:00
Gimo Office

Korosh Khogravi
Flykting Rdet

Box 55, 747 02 Gimo
Te: +46 7048567 33
+46 173- 40 383
Goteborg Office
AbdullaAsdi

IFRS, Box 11090

IFIR OFFICES WORLDWIDE

404 22 Goteborg

Td: +46 073-7178819
Abe@Mbox301.Swipnet.Se
hambagtegi @tdiacom
Linkdping Office

Mona Mosavi

IFR, Box 8001, 580 08 Link&ping
Mamo Office
Hushanglramlo

IFR Box 17563, 20010 Mamé
Te/Fax: +4673-6773610
mirhooshang@hotmail.com
Stockholm Office

RahimY azdanparast

IFR, Box 1172

172 24 Sundbyberg

+46 739802311
Rahim@Mbox302.Swipnet.Se
SWITZERLAND

Nationd Office

L.Badawi

Wattdtrasse 15, 8307 Effretikon
Te: +41 79 399 60 66

Fax: +4152 3432119
bli@gmx.ch

Bern Office
F.GholamWies

Postfach 90

3098 Schliern B.K 6niz

Td: +4176 33167 74
Lausanne Office

S Tawfiqui

AvdelaSdlaz, 52 1010 Lausanne
Td: +4176 397 4982
Zirich Office

Mahmood Rahbary

Badener Str.887, 8048 Zurich
Te:+4114304454

+ 41787 957 581

Fax: +1208 330 3568
m_rahbary@hotmail.com
TURKEY
ClandegtineOffices

Contact; IFIR Secretaria
UNITED STATES
LosAngdes

AfsanehRahimi

Tel: +1 8058884239
RahimiA2000@yahoo.com
MEMBERORGANIZATIONS
New York USA

Sogand Saadat

GPO, P.0O.Box 7051

New York, NY 10116

Td: 1+ 212 747 1046
charngo@aol.com

Victoria Canada

Abbas Mohammadi
VICC-ICA

930 Bamord Road

Victoria, BCV8T 1A8

Te: +1 250388 4728

Fax: +1 2503864395



