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On the US-led Bombing of Afghanistan
The USA and UK have
begun bombing Afghanistan.
Contrary to official and
media propaganda this new
wave of military action is not
a war against terrorism but
a war of terrorists. Both sides
of this conflict from the USA
and NATO to reactionary
Islamic states and
organisations like Pakistan,
Taliban, Bin Laden and the
Islamic Republic of Iran are
the cause and perpetrators of
terrorism. They are all
implicated in mass killings,
suppression and violations of
individual and civil rights. This
is not a war to eliminate
terrorism.  It is a war
between the USA and
NATO on one side and the
Taliban, Bin Laden and other
US and Western founded
and sponsored Islamic groups

whose survival is because of
support from the West and
other reactionary states like
Iran, Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan. This is a war
between two camps of
terrorism. This war has got
nothing to do with the ideals
of freedom, secularism and
civil society. The US
objective through this
military exercise is to
reinforce its hegemony and
establish its might as the only
world power.  Political
Islam’s objective is to
reinforce its diminishing
power.

We, along with millions of
freedom loving people are
opposed to both sides of this
conflict and the war of the
terrorists.  We who have
suffered both at the hands of

reactionary and murderous
political Islam and US
militarism and aggression
cannot take sides with either
camp.  We as a force directly
engaged in a war against
Islamic gangs and thugs like
Taliban cannot possibly
condone their crimes.  We
cannot possibly have any
inclination towards defending
the “sovereign rights of the
Taliban” over Afghanistan.
We will not shed tears over
the demise of Taliban.
Equally our opposition to the
Taliban does not imply that
we are toeing the reactionary
policies of the US
government. We accept
neither political Islam nor US
militarism.

We resolutely condemn the
bombings and attacks on non-

military targets and civilians.
Such attacks amount to war
crimes and we oppose them.
We also condemn any
restrictions on the movement
of refugees and victims of
the war of terrorists and
demand the opening of
borders to those fleeing.  We
welcome the downfall of the
Taliban and the weakening of
the Islamist movement and
oppose any collusion
between the US and regional
states to install another
reactionary government in
Afghanistan.  Our stance is
not to take sides with either
camp of this terrorist war but
to fight against terrorism and
defend freedom and civil
rights and endeavour to
promote and escalate the
movement for secularism
and freedom.

Send a Solidarity Message to IFIR’s 9th Conference
IFIR has spent 12 years
unrelentingly defending
refugee rights, organising
the protests of Iranian
refugees and asylum

seekers and placing them
alongside progressive forces
in their countries of
residence, fighting racism
and cultural relativism and

exposing the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

In support of IFIR and its
work, send messages of

solidarity and support to the
IFIR 9th bi-annual
conference at
ifir9conference@yahoo.co.uk.

Yet Still, the Borders Remain
Closed, By Maryam Namazie, P. 2

Resolution on Afghan Refugees,
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IFIR 9th Conference, P. 3
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Yet Still, the Borders Remain Closed
Editorial

By now we are all familiar
with heart-wrenching images
of Afghan refugees trying to
seek safety from the
reactionary and criminal
Taliban, other Islamic gangs
like the Northern Alliance,
US-led bombings, civil war,
repression, starvation,
drought and misery.
Hundreds of thousands to
over a million Afghans are
expected to cross borders
joining the 3.5 million already
in camps and detention
centres around the world.
Over two million are
expected to be internally
displaced.  Around 400,000
are thought to have run out
of food altogether, while 7.5
million are at risk of starving
to death.  Yet still, the borders
remain closed.

Thousands are trapped
inside Afghanistan or
languishing along the
Pakistani or Iranian borders.
Pakistan has forced
refugees to wait in a 200-
metre strip of no-man’s-land
between the two countries.
Up to 15,000 Afghan
refugees are camped out at
the Chaman border
crossing. At least 50,000
people are believed to have
gathered in Afghanistan’s
eastern Paktia province
hoping to cross into
Pakistan.  The Pakistani
government has set up
barbed wire fences and
begun shooting at refugees.
Today, Pakistani border
guards shot dead a 23-year-
old Afghan refugee and
wounded a 13-year-old boy

when they opened fire on
thousands pushing towards
the border with Pakistan
pleading to get in.  The
Islamic Republic of Iran has
also kept its 900-kilometer
border with Afghanistan
closed.  The regime has put
up barbed wire fences,
amassed troops and dug
trenches to stop Afghans
from entering.  They have
not even ceased their
program of hunting and
deporting Afghans; three
busloads of Afghans were
taken to the border and sent
back to Afghanistan
recently. Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan have also
effectively sealed their
borders with Afghanistan.

We mustn’t allow this human
tragedy to go any further.
We have to keep pressuring
bordering governments until
Afghan refugees are allowed
entry, until their right to
asylum is recognised, and
until they are given proper
shelter, food, security and
medical attention.

The International Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
calls on all groups and
individuals to join our
campaign in defence of
Afghan refugees and in
condemnation of reactionary
governments that have and
continue to play with their
lives.

Resolution on Afghan Refugees
Iran
Mohammad Khatami
Fax:  +98 216 464 443
Email: khatami@president.ir
Pakistan
General Pervez Musharraf
Fax:  +92 51 9207217
E-mail: CE@pak.gov.pk
Tajikistan
Miasmal Sharipovich Rakhmonov
Fax: +992 372 21 25 20
Uzbekistan
Fax: + 998 71 1395325
E-mail: presidents_office@press-service.uz

I / My Organisation condemn(s) the Islamic Republic of Iran and the governments of Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
and Turkmenistan for closing their borders to Afghans fleeing Afghanistan.  I / My Organisation demand(s) that
Afghan refugees and asylum seekers be given entry and protection, their right to asylum be recognised, and that they
be given proper shelter, food, security and medical attention.

Signed, Name, Address, E-mail

By Maryam Namazie
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Ninth International Conference

Asylum After September 11
With well-known Personalities and Governmental and Non-governmental Organisations

Fri. – Sun., November 16-18, 2001
Friday (Swedish/English); Sat. – Sun. (Persian)

9:00am - night
Arstatorg Plan 5, Arstafolkethus, Arsta
Stockholm, Sweden
Daily Entrance Fee:  30 Kr.
Weekend Pass:  60 Kr.
Saturday Fundraiser with Live Music:  60 Kr.
(free for clandestine asylum seekers)
For Further information: Tel: +46 73 980 2311 or +44 7730107337, E-mail: ifir9conference@yahoo.co.uk

There will be bookstalls, a  photo exhibition and prizes.

Friday 16 November
In English / Swedish
9:00-9:30am    Opening Session
9:30-10:00am Messages of Solidarity
10:00-1:00pm Panel Discussion: Asylum after
                       September 11
2:30-5:30pm      Panel Discussion: Political Islam, the
                        Islamic Republic of Iran and the

    Refugee Phenomenon
6:00-9:00pm     Meeting of IFIR Secretariat and

     Country and City Representatives

Saturday 17 November
In Persian
9:00-9:30am     Opening Session
9:30-9:45am      In Solidarity with Afghan Refugees
9:45-10:00am   Messages of Solidarity
10:00-1:00pm    Country and international Reports
2:30-5:30pm      Speech and Discussion: Asylum after
                        September 11
6:00-8:00pm     Open Discussion between Refugees
                        and Asylum Seekers and IFIR

      Directors
8:00-12:00am    Fundraiser with Live Music

Sunday 18 November
In Persian
9:00-11:00am     Speech and Discussion: Political
                          Islam, the Islamic Republic of Iran

      and the Refugee Phenomenon
11:00-1:00pm     The Federation: An Effective Force
                          for Positive Change
2:30-5:30pm       Our Priorities
5:30-6:00pm         Election of International Executive
                         Director
6:00-7:00pm        Workshop 1: Women Fleeing
                         Islamist Societies

      Workshop 2: Rising Racism and
                         Methods of Resistance
7:00-7:30pm       Closing Ceremony

Registration Form:

Name:
Address:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Needs:       ___ Lodging     ___ Vegetarian
                 ___ Child Care     ___ Stall
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CONTACT ADDRESSES
FOR IFIR OFFICES AND  MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

P.O. Box  27236
London  N112ZF
England
Tel: (+44) 7730 107 337

ifir@ukonline.co.uk

IFIR Secretariat

Maryam Namazie

    Executive Director

Farshad Husseini

     Deputy Director

Other Members:

Siamak Amjadi, Javad

Aslani, Ladan Davar,

Keyvan Javid, Jamal

Kamanagar, Mehrnousch

Musawi, Ramin Niakan,

Habib Nesouhi, Nasrin

Ramzanali, Amir Tavakoli

www.hambastegi.org

AUSTRALIA
National  Office
Kobra Bahrami
Tel: +61 404 865 421
arsalan@iprimus.com.au

AZERBAIJAN
National Baku Office
Hassan Dadbar
ifirbaku@yahoo.com
Tel: 00994503246259

BELGIUM
National Brussels Office
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P. B. 1032
Brussels 1000, Belgium
Tel: + 32 478 904 163
Hossein@freegates.be

CANADA
National  Toronto Office
Homa Arjomand
1052 Pape Avenue
P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3
Tel: +1 416-526-1027
homa_arjomand@hotmail.com
Vancouver  Office
Fahimeh Sadeghi
PO Box 19640
Vancouver BC V5T 4E7
Tel: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com
London Office
Masood Alvand
PO Box 35131
London, ON N5W 5Z6
Tel: +1 519 681-7826
Hours: M, W and F
m_alvand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office
Davood Aram
New Comer Center
218 Argyle St., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4
Tel: +1 613-232-9634
ext. 448
Fax: +1 613-232-3660
d1_aram@yahoo.ca

CYPRUS
National Office
Kiumars Allahyari
PO Box 56067
Limosol, Cyprus
Ghazalehfard@Yahoo.Com

DENMARK
National Office
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234
2300 Kobehhavn S
Denmark
Tel: +45 2049 3098
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk

ENGLAND
National London Office
Saeed Arman
BM Box 1919
London WCIN 3XX

England
Tel: +44 7931866985
s.arman@ukonline.co.uk

FINLAND
National  Vassa Office
Amir Tavakoli
VPN Postrestante
65320 Vaasa
Tel:  +358 405821776
tavakoli@hotmail.com
Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante
33560 Tampere

GERMANY
National Office
Nasrin Ramzanali
IFIR, Postfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Pramzanali@Yahoo.De
Tel: +49 172 5350946
Berlin Office
Farshad Derakhshan S.
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin
Tel: +49 1744721710
Bochum Office
Vida Barati
Postfach 150129
44613 Herne
Tel: +49 01737334270
VidaBarati@aol.com
Bremen Office
Abdollah Cheragali
IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen
Mobil: +49 172 177 7030
Darmstadt Office
Mehrnousch Musawi
Tel: +49 175 740 2582
mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office
Bahram Nazarinia
IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund
Tel: 0173 733 4270
Dusseldorf Office
Shahla Khabaszadeh
Postfach 200463
40102 Dusseldorf
Tel: 0174 2560 269
shahla110@aol.com
Essen Office
Nahid Javadinia
IFIR, Postfach 101728
45017 Essen
Tel: +49 1782519436
Frankfurt Office
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt am Main
Tel: +49 69 59 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
Nshm44@aol.com
Giessen Office

Bijan Shahabi
IFIR
Bahnhof Str. 38
35390 Giessen
Bsha99@aol.com
Goettingen Office
Ataollah   Setayesh
Postfach 2333
37013 Göettingen
ataos@gmx.de
Hagen Office
Amin Soleiman Negad
Postfach 0303
58003 Hagen
Tel: +49 179 41 64 651
Hannover Office
Said Asli
Tel: +49 179 6982193
s.asli@planet-interkom.de
Kassel Office
Farid Habibian-Fard
IFIR, Mombacher Str. 10-12
34127 Kassel
Tel: +49 561 89 46 89
Hours:Mon.-Friday (17 - 19)
ifrkassel@yahoo.de
Koln Office
Saleh Gaweli
Postfach 10 24 31
50464 Köln
Tel: +49 173 2629846
Sgaweli@t-online.de
Leipzig-Zwickau
Mehdi Giasinagad
IFIR, Postfach 101002
04010 Leipzig
Mobil: 0172- 47 38 630
Munster Office
Niaz Gaedi
IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Münster
Ngaedi@aol.com
Tel: +49 173 27 43 686
Pleetenberg Office
Dariush Safa
Ohlerstr. 100
Pleetenberg 58840
Tel: +49 179 612 1558
Wolfsburg Office
Josef Haddadi Shahri
Mobil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +49 5361 779947

GREECE
National Athens Office
Surush Naurasi
P. O. Box   8120
T.K10010
Athens, Greece
Tel: + 30 972347071

HOLLAND
National Office
Farzad Nazery
Weena Straat 745
3013 AL Rotterdam
Tel: +31 622 851 734
Fax: + 31 10 4330 3002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com

Eindhoven Office
Fatamah Eqdami
Postbus 1312
5602 BH Eindhoven
Tel: +31 627216121

INDIA
New Delhi Office
Abbas Rezai and Ghafor
Zareen
farhang25@rediffmail.com

IRAQ
Soleimaniyeh and Erbil
Contact: Bakhtiar Mirzaee
Bakhtiyar_Arbil@Yahoo.Com

PAKISTAN
Islamabad Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

SWEDEN
National Goteborg Office
Esmaeil Moloodi
IFRS, Box 11103
404 23 Göteborg
Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Tel: +46 704920349
ifrs@hotmail.com
Gimo Office
Korosh Khosravi
Flykting Rdet
Box 55, 747 02 Gimo
Tel:  + 46  704 85 67 33
 0173- 40 383
Göteborg Office
Abdulla Asadi
IFRS, Box 11103
404 23 Göteborg
Tel: +46 739162415
Abe@Mbox301.Swipnet.Se
Linköping  Office
Mona Mosavi
IFR, Box 8001
580 08 Linköping
Malmö  Office
Hushang Iramlo
IFR Box 17563
20010 Malmö
Tel/Fax:  +46 040 611
6109
Stockholm Office
Rahim Yazdanparast
IFR, Box 1172
172 24 Sundbyberg
+46 739802311
Rahim@Mbox302.Swipnet.Se

SWITZERLAND
National Office
L. Badawi
Wattstrasse 15
8307 Effretikon
Tel: +41 79 399 60 66
Fax: +41 52  343 21 19
bli@gmx.ch
Bern Office
F.Gholam Wiesi
Postfach 90
3098 Schliern B.Köniz
Tel:0041 76 331 67 74
Lausanne Office

S. Tawfiqui
Av de la Sallaz
 52  1010 Lausanne
Tel:0041 76 397 49 82
Zürich Office
Mahmood Rahbary
Badener Str.887
8048 Zurich
Tel: +41 1 430 44 54
+ 41 787 957 581
Fax: +1 208 330 35 68
m_rahbary@hotmail.com

TURKEY
Clandestine Offices
Contact: IFIR Secretariat
Van: Foad Ghader

 Member Organizations

New York USA
Sogand Saadat
GPO,  P. O. Box 7051
New York, NY 10116
Tel: 1-212-747-1046
chairngo@aol.com

Victoria Canada
Abbas Mohammadi
VICC- ICA
930 Balmoral Road
Victoria, BC V8T 1A8
Tel: 250-388-4728
Fax: 250-386-4395
vicc22@hotmail.com


