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June 20 Commemorates more than Int’l Refugee Dz

The pages of history are fullOn June 20, 1981, the IslamiGerrorise a generation who hadory.

of masskillings, genocide andregime’s security forces, Is- gared to revolt against the

brutalities. In Iran, June 20lamicthugs and armed militia, shah for a life worthy of hu- On this day, the International
commemorates the beginningpoured into the streets andman beings. Federation of Iranian Refu-
of one of the bloodiest politi- began mass arrests and kill- gees (IFIR) remembers the

cal suppressions of the 20 ings. Thousands of peoplejyne 20 commemorates mucbountless victims and reminds
Century. June 20, 1981wasvere summarily tried and ex- more than International Refu-the world that the perpetra-
the start of the Islamic ecuted. Manywere subjectedyee Day. It commemorates #ors of these crimes are still in
regime’s drive to crush theto the most horrific tortures. gay in which a regime solidi- power in Iran — in both the
revolution and fortify itself. No brutality was spared 10 fied its rule through brute forceConservative and so-called
and caused one of the largeRReformist factions. They

Defend Rezal and Zareeqﬁ]geeﬂowsin modern his-must be brought to justice.
Abbas Rezai (25 years oldCommission for Refugeesde-Support Protestors |n |I’aCII

and Ghafor Zarin (28 yearsnanding thatthey be granted

old), two Iranian asylum seekrefugee recognition and reKurdIStan organised to highlight their
ers born in lranian Kurdistarsettlementto a safe third coun- plight, expose the UNHCR'’s
were arrested and imprisonegy and to the Indian embas-On Sunday June 3, 500 Iratresponsibility, and solicitin-
by the Indian authorities irsjes in various countries de-nian refugeesbeganan indefiernational support. Theirde-
Mumbai, India in Februarymanding that they be releasechite sit-in at the office of themands fromthe UNHCR are:
2001. Both are former politi-and their deportation stopped.United Nations High Com-Refer refugees to the embas-
cal prisoners who will faceOffice ofthe UNHCR Chargé missioner for Refugeesies of countries offering re-
torture and cruel and inhuge Missionin India, P.O. Box (UNHCR)in the city of Erbil, Settlement; facilitate their
man treatment and punistg135, New Delhi 110003, Iragi Kurdistan in protest thatransfer to safe third coun-
mentshould they be deporteghdia, Tel: 0091 114 616 038, agency’s lack of response t#ies; and improve living and
tolran. Thetwoare atseriousax: 0091 114 620 137, E-their needs and demand&ealth conditions. Send your
risk of deportation to Iranmail: indne@unhcr.ch, cc: Iranian asylum seekersin Iradgtters of protest to UNHCR
IFIR calls on progressiveHQAOO00@unhcr.ch, Kurdistanhave enduredyear@ffices in Erbil, Iraq and

groups andindividuals to writgfir@ukonline.co.uk. ofinsecurity and fear coupled>e€neva. UNHCR Offices in
to the United Nations High with abject poverty and deErbiland Iraq - Emaikinhcr-
. ) plorableliving conditions. The T b i 1 @ un . org;
Editor: Maryam Namazie UNHCR has continuallyifgba@unhcr.ch  Fax:
itor: : failed to offer protection, at8731754271. UNHCR Of-
Asst. Editor: Javad Aslani decentstandard of livingandice Geneva - Email:
E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk resettlement to a safe thir@qpro0@unhcr.ch Fax:
Tel: 0044 7730 107 337 country. The sit-in has bee42227397353.
Fax: 0044 208 813 9734 * UNHCR has Obligations tog
Address: P.O.Box 27236 * “ : y -
London N11, England On the “Elections” in Iran
Web Site: www.hambastegi.org Page 2
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Editorial

UNHCR has Obligations too

By Maryam Namazie

For the past six months
Abbas Rezaiand Ghafo
Zarin, two Iranian
Kurdish political activ-
ists, have been languis
ing in prison for ‘illegal
entry’ into India. They
have been beaten, sh
at, wounded, and
criminalized; they face
serious risk of deporta
tion backto persecution
The United Nations High
Commission for Refu-

and children have been par-
ticipating in a sit-in since June
3 in the hopes of pressuring
the agency to finally address
their human needs and legiti-

gees (UNHCR) in India has mate demands.

continually post-

poned making a on June 20, International
decision on their Refugee Day, Ruud Lubbers,
claimandgranting the United Nations High Com-
them protection.  missioner for Refugees, ad-

dressing governments said:
InIragi Kurdistan, “Helping [refugees]and pro-
the UNHCR con- tecting them is a moral and
tinues to refuse to |ggal obligation, rather than
addressrefugeeliv- an optional act of charity.”
ing, medical, food, Mr, Lubbers would dowellto
protection and re- remind his staff and offices in
settlement needs. Northern Iraq and India of
500 women, men their obligations too.

On the Presidential ‘Elections’ vaysmyamaziesoycor

. . . i d ing the ‘elec-
Interview with Maryam Namazie g and opposing e eiec

The faces of these ‘candi-tions, weakens both factions,

Before last weeks electionsAny candidate approved bydates’shouldbe on‘wanted,'thereby strengthening the
your association declaredthis bodywas chosen becaus80telection pOSterS-_Ca”'”gnging people’s movement
that the June 8 presidentialhe was a most loyal servanfor @ boycott and active pro-for freedom and equality. The
elections in Iran could only and had proven his allegiancd€St were the only right thingskey question s notwhat helps
be considered a farce andbeyond a doubt. This Con-{© do. one or the other faction of a

encouraged refugees toservative body approved repressive regime, but what
boycott the vote. Why?  Khatami in 1997 and again!n @ny case, 99 percent obetter advances the move-
this year because of his com{hose livingabroad didn’tvote ment for real change in Iran.

Maryam Namazie:Wecalled mitment to the regime. The@nd many actively opposed

for a boycott and active pro-approved presidential candi-the ‘elections,” especially Moreover, in terms of civil
testagainstthe so-called elecdates included former andSiNCe mostarevictims ofthisrights, there is no real
tions and the entire regimecurrent ministers, who havefegime. ‘S0 many still havedifference between the so-
because voting for either facbeen directly responsible forthe physical and psychologi-called Reformist and
tionwould legitimise thisfarce. gross violations of civilights €al marks of repression onConservative factions. Both
These ‘elections’ were notin Iran; forexample, Tavakoli theém. Theirapplications forwant to uphold the Islamic
elections by any standards and/as a former prosecutor and®Sylumhave already revealectule of law’ that has resulted
would be unacceptable in Italylabour minister; Ali Fallahian their position againstthe enin the execution of over
and in many places in thewasaformerintelligence min- tiré regime. Our call only 100,000 people, and imposed
world. The majority, includ- ister who has a warrant out@sked thatthey formally statewidespread lack of rights and
ing women, Communists,against him in Germany. their opposition to the Is- sexual apartheid. Their aims
political opponents, atheists Khatami was a minister of lamic Republic once moreare the same; it's only their
etc. were ineligible to take censorship for many yearsfor the world to see. tactics that are different. In
part. The Guardian Council -before he became president, _ ~ fact their infighting is over
a 12-member body - probedand was in office during the Pontyou think that calling how best to save their regime.
the candidates’ commitmentpast four years when innu-for @ boycott weakens thekhatamiis as much part and
to Islam and the Islamic Re-merable individuals were im- POssibility of reforms and

public and approved only itsprisoned, tortured, stoned,instéad, — helps  the ~,.in6d0n page 3
most die-hard supportershung from cranes in public... conservatives?
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Presidential ‘Elections’ Still being arrested and theirtheir veils pushed back. Mil- get _their papers stamped_(to
Continued from page 2 papers shut down. Qne caflions in Iran and WOI’|dWIC!e aSSIS-'[ them .WI'[|’-1 university
_ onlyimagine whatit'slike for have opposed stoning forcingand job applications and ra-
parcel of the regime andordinary people, for Commu-the regime to worry aboutthetions) but then tore up their
responsible for its crimes asyists, for progressives, for thebad publicity. Itis Commu- cards. Moreover, 30 percent
Khamenei is. In fact, this women, youth and workers...nists, women, youth, theof the voting booths were
time round he is as much therhjsis not freedom of expres-working class, political activ- mobile, facilitating election
Conservative faction’s gjon and press. Hambastegists, and people who must bdraud. Clearly,amuch smaller
candidate as he is thehe International Federationcredited with such ‘openings’ number voted for the regime
Reformist faction’s. After 4 of |ranian Refugees’ (IFIR) in Iran - not Khatami and his thanitstates. The reasons are
years of his presidency, it hagyaper or WP Briefing cannotempty slogans about ‘re-clear. Fouryears ago, people
become painfully obvious to pe published there. It isform.’ voted for Khatamiin order to
even those who had anyhanned; our writers and edi- reject the regime’s main can-
illusions about him that theors, and those distributingOne thing is absolutely clear -didate and increase factional
terms reform, civil society oyrpapers would be arrestedthis regime is unreformable. infighting, thereby creating an
and dialogue betweenigrtyred and killed. It cannot end compulsory opening forthemselves. This
civilisations were merely Veiling, Stoning, sexual apart_time round, he was both fac-
marketing strategies to makerhe terms freedom of expresheid, etc. because that wouldions’ candidate.
an intolerable regime, ansjon and press, reform andnean an end to an Islamic
uncivilised regime, an cjyilsociety all have meaningstate. Its overthrow is a pre-The President of the Italian
unreformable regime_, @and cannot be used lightlycondition for any real reforms Republic, Carlo Azeglio
regime of repressive especiallyin reference to suctand improvementsin people’sCiampi sent his best wishes
monologues, more palatabley regime. Reforms are firstiives and conditions. to President Khatami,
for Western public opinion. and foremostchanges inlaws hoping that Iran will have a
and policies thatimprove theKhatami obtained more thanspeedy  return  from
Also, much has been saidives of real human beings.21 million votes, but the international exile, that it
about Khatami being a ‘re- The abolishment of stoning topercentage of voters was lesgvould ~ continue  with
former’ but one is hard- geath would be a reform; thethan expected. Why wagdemocratic and human rights
pressed to find any evidenceact that the Islamic regimethere such a poor turnout? reforms. Do you think that
of suchreformsin Iran.Whenstops stoning women in pub- western democracies have
Western governments, theic due to public outrage butMaryam Namazie: Though justified faith in Khatami?
media and Human Rightsdoes so privately and in itsthere were many more eli-
Watch speak of reform, theyprisons (it recently stoned agible voters this time round, Maryam Namazie:Western
usually mentionthelargenum-woman in Evin prison in the numbers who took partgovernments want public
bers of newspapers in Iran;Tehran) is not a reform. Itwere much less. Also alargeopinion in their countries to
yet the quantity of newspa-jyst shows that the regimenumber actively protested thebelieve that things have im-
pers has nothing to do withknows that the situation is‘elections’ by setting voting proved inorder tojustify close
reforms or improvements inexplosive and is fearful of booths on fire, demonstrat-and profitable relations and
the freedom of expression angeople’s outrage. An end toing, writing slogans on walls also the increasing numbers
press. If you look at the compulsory veiling would be againstthe ‘elections’ and theof refusals and deportations
editors and publishers of alla reform; the fact thatwomenregime, and dissuading oth-of Iranian asylum seekers back
the newspapers or even atthgre ‘improperly veiled’ every ers from voting. The Worker- to Iran. Nonetheless, the bru-
journalists themselves, yougay on the streets is not recommunist Party of Iran, the tal realities in Iran, the mass
willseethatthey areallmainlyform; it just shows that IFIR and other opposition movementstruggling for real
clergy, governmentofficials, women are protesting andgroups have refuted the num-<hange and the flight of large
relatives of government offi- opposing compulsory veiling bers of voters announced bynumbers of people trying to
cials, former Pasdars and ingespite its risks. Hundreds ofhe regime. Many eyewit- escape persecution are unde-
terrogators who have turnedngysands of women haveness accounts have reportediable.
into journalists overnight - apeenflogged,imprisoned, hadhat the turn out was low -
good case in point is Akbartheir bodies slashed with ra-much lowerthan the regime’s The above is segments of an
Ganji who was part of the zors, and had acid thrown inown statistics. There are nu_int(grview by an Italian jqur-
notorious Pasdars. Thoughheir faces so that they couldnerous reports that peopler_'a“‘StOn theJ’u_neSpreS|den-
they are ‘insiders,’ they areyalk down the streets withtook voting cards in order to tial ‘elections’ in Iran.
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Sample Protest Letters

unhcr-erbil@un.org; irgba@unhcr.ch; Fax: UNHCR Chargé de Mission in India
+8731754271 P.O. Box 3135, New Delhi 110003, India
hgpro0@unhcr.ch; Fax: +42227397353 Tel: 0091 114 616 038

Fax: 0091 114 620 137

I / My organisation am / is writing in full support of the¢ | E-mail:indne@unhcr.ch, hgpro0O@unhcr.ch
500 Iranian refugees who began a sit-in at the UNHCR o ] -
office in Erbil, Iragi Kurdistan on June 3 and in proteft | ! / My organisation am / is writing to express my/ qur

to the UNHCR’s policies and inaction. concern about the situation of Abbas Rezai and Ghafor
Zarin, two Iranian Kurdish asylum seeker languishing in
Their demands are that the UNHCR: Indian prisons for the past six months.
1- Refer refugees to the embassies of countrigs o ) ]
offering resettliement | /' my organisation call(s) on the UNHCR to immediatgly
2. Facilitate their transfer to safe third countrieg | 9rant the two protection and refugee recognition, facilifate
3- Improve living and health conditions. their release from prison, and resettle them to a safe fthird

country. They are at risk of being deported to Iran where
| urge your office to immediately meet with representa-| S former political prisoners and activists they will face

tives of the protestors and address their demands. torture, cruel and inhuman treatment and punishmentf and
persecution. Yourimmediate action is requested.
Signed: Name, organisation

Cc:ifr@ukonline.co.uk Signed: Name, Organisation
Cc: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Defend Iragi Kurds Sara Motiee

Namazie, International Fed-

Join July 3, 2001 Picket andMcDonnell, MP; ImranKhan, eration of Iranian RefugeeG ranted
Public Meeting. Picket, 12toCivil Rights Lawyer; Suresh (IFIR). For further informa- )
2pm at the Home Office, 50Grover, National CivilRights tion, contact Dashty Jamal
Queen Anne’s Gate, LondonMovement; Dashty Jamal,Campaign Coordinator atPrOteCtlon
SW1. Public Meeting, General Federation of Iraqi07810128481, P.O. BOX Sara Motiee, an lranian
7:30pm atthe House of Com-Refugees Britain; Moayed 1575, ILFORD IG1 3BZ, woman who escaped reac-
mons, Room 10 WestministerAhmad, Worker Communist sahand@shamal.freeserve.co.ufonary Islamic laws and per-
SW1. Speakers: JohnParty of Iraq; Maryam or Maryam Namazie, IFIR. secution and fled to Sweden

. . three years ago, finally re-
StatewatCh I ng I’IEW EU I’O pghroRezgr Mpslfprﬁé’mb!l:ipeived permissionto stay. Her
Maryam Namazie will be of Journalists; Andrew he inquiryinto E,chelon;Liz case had been highlightedina
speaking on the EU and racPuddephatt, Article 19; Caspagekete. Institute of Race RePreviousissue of Hambastegi.
ism at an international con-Bowden, Foundation for In-|ations: Maurice Frankel, She was under threat of de-
ference on the state, civil lib-formation Policy Researchicampaign for Freedom of In-POtation buthas finally been
erties and secrecy organisefirances Webber, Institute oformation: Neil Gerrard Mp: 9iven the right to remain in
by Statewatch on SaturdayRace Relations; Gareth Peircgijchard Norton-Taylor, The Sweden after a strong cam-
30 June 2001 10.00 am - 5.3Gwyer; Glyn Ford MEP; Gra- Gyardian: Simon Davies, Pri-P2i9n by the IFIR-Sweden
pm at the University of Lon- ham Watson MEP, UK, chairVacy International; Stephen ranc_h as well as other
don Students Union, Maletofthe Citizens’ Freedoms an@akobi, Fair Trials Abroad: organisations.
Street, London WC1 [near-Rights Committee in the Eu-gyresh Grover, National Civil ]
est tubes: Warren Streetfopean Parliament; Heidirights Movement. For more Next Issue:
Russell Square, GoodgeHautala MEP, Finland, Co-jnformation: fax 00 44 (0)20 I\/|0nda
Street, Euston Square]. OthePresident of the Green/EFAgggg 1727,  e-mail: y,

speakers include: Aidangroupinthe European Parliapffice @ statewatch.org,| J Uly 9. 2001
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Support Demands of Asylum Seekers in Liverpool

Asylum Seekers housed idune in protest at the way wecompany is dissolved. Ovetimidated residents who have
‘The Landmark’ and ‘The have beentreated by the Britthe past year large numbers @fontacted the press and out-
Innonthe Park’in Liverpool, ish Government and by Land-residents in Landmark propside organisations for help, and
have gone on hunger strikenark Liverpool Ltd, whoown erties have made complainteave attempted to stop resi-
againsttheir appalling condithe tower blocks we live in. about dampness, lack oflents joining a peaceful pro-

tions and the Home Office’sThese are our demands: 1working lifts, delays in receiv- testabout the conditionsin her
procedures. Up to 600 asyWe demand a positive re-ing mail, health problems as roperties. This is why we

lum seekers are housed in theponse for our asylum appli-result of the poor conditionshave decided to go on hunger
tower blocks; 50% are Kurdscations. Some of us have beewf the building, threats andstrike. We are tired of being

others are, Afghans, Iranianswaiting for over ayear to hearintimidation by the landladytreated like animals. We ap-
East and West Africans.fromthe Home Office. Many and heragents, andinadequateal for your support for our
According to the Landmarkrefugees are being rejectecprotection fromracist attacksprotest. Send messages to:
Hunger Strike Committee:  before the interview stage. 2.in the vicinity of the buildings. landmark_hungerstrike@

We demand that the British The landlady has made threatsotmail.com, Fax: 0151 726
‘We are a group of refugeessovernment cancels its con-against residents who have515or Phone: 07801 554918.
from Liverpool; we began atract with Landmark attempted to complain about
hunger strike on the 11th oLiverpool Ltd and that the these issues. She has also in-

International Refugee News

* Deaths after 14 people died on anotheBratislava (via BBC), June 12,of about 250 ethnic minority
journey across the scorching2001) Three Indian nationaleople from Cambodia.

(The Orlando Senti- hot border who were trying to get to the (The Associated
nel, June 19, 2001) Officials (The Vancouver Sun, Czech Republic by crossing théress, June 21, 2001) Indone-
recovered the bodies of fiveJune 8, 2001) The macabreiver were detained. One diedian police have arrested 111
Haitians and rescued 20 othergate of ‘illegalimmigrants’who some 10m away from thejllegal immigrants’ from Iraq,
who were stranded on a smalhave drowned trying to reachriverbank. 20 others had beefran, Algeria and Afghanistan
island off Abaco Island. Italy over the past five years isdragged away by the current. who were suspected of being

(Agence  France returning to haunt the country (Reuters, June 13,pound for Australia. The group
Presse, June 18, 2001) A joines Sicilian fishermen admit2001) Italian police recoveredncluded four women, five chil-
Mozambican-South Africanin- they have thrown hundreds othe bodies of five ‘illegal immi- dren and one baby. He said the
vestigation has dismissedbodies caughtin their nets baclgrants’ who were catapultedgroup would be deported.
claims that South African po-into the sea. The corpses areverboard when the speedboat (Turkish Daily News,
lice threw 14 ‘illegal’ believed to be the remains othey were travelling in flipped June 20, 2001) Paramilitary po-
Mozambican migrants from athose who died on what Laover off the coast of Italy. Thelice in separate operations in
moving train while ‘repatriat- Repubblica called on Thursdayfive were part of a group of 34eastern Turkey have detained
ing’ them. “the Mediterranean’s worstwho set off in the boat fromg1 people said to have illegally

(Reuters, June 15,tragedy since the Second Worldlbania. entered the country from Iraq.
2001) Six ‘illegal immigrants’ War”, an incident on Boxing (The New Straits They will be deported.
drowned and four, including Day, 1996, when at least 283Times (Malaysia), June 13, (The Independent
three children, were missing‘illegal immigrants’ drowned 2001) Seven policemen haveBanjul), June 18, 2001) More
after the boat hit a rocky isletwhen their ship, a rustingbeen detained in connectiothan 24 Gambians who recently
east of the Greek holiday is-freighter, collided with a Mal- with the death of a foreignerravelled to Northern Ireland
land of Mykonos. “The survi- tese boat picking them up atluring an attempted breakoutbyia France without visas have

vors are 45 men, six womensea. ‘illegal immigrants’ from the peen reportedly refused entry
and seven children of Iragi and (Agence France Meggatal detention centre inand subsequently deported
Afghan nationality,” aministry Presse, June 11, 2001) Twdlalaysia. home.
spokesman said coast guard vessels, helicop- (Agence France
(Reuters, June 7,ters and a customs boat were * Deportation Presse, June 6, 2001) Israel
2001) U.S. Border Patrol searching the coast for 11 Al- expelled four Lebanese who had
agents found the bodies of twdbanian migrants who went miss- (Reuters, June 21.crossed during the night to seek
‘illegal immigrants’ who died ing after a raft sank off Italy’s 2001) A senior representativeisylum. An Israeli military jeep
trying to enter the United Statessoutheast coast. of the UNHCR will visit Viet- dropped the four in a deserted

from Mexico less than a month (Radio  Slovakia, nam todiscuss the ‘repatriationborder region, from where they
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walked toward the village ofwho argue that it would be toothe US authorities and justicezens are not eligible for asylum
Shebaa where Lebanese poligéngerous for them to returnsystem were powerless eithein Germany. Last year,

seized them. home. Officials representingto prevent or redress. In its re-Germany'’s constitutional court
the U.N. High Commissioner jection of his asylum applica- said that persecution by a “state-
* Detention for Refugees visit the deten-tion and appeal, the SwedisHike organization” amounted to

tion center twice a week to asimmigration board said the same thing. It has sent the
(The Australian Asso- sess those requests. 266 applGoldstein’s case was “mani-case back to the lower court for
ciated Press, June 21, 2001) @ations were made lastyear anéestly unfounded” because thea decision.

teenaged Syrianboy andsixIraqi8 were granted by theUS is “an internationally (Agence France
men faced a West Australiat/NHCR. recognised democracy” with “aPresse, June 20, 2001) Asy-
courtover their alleged involve- (The Australian Asso- functioning legal system” that lum seekers in South Africa

ment in a May riot at the Porciated Press, June 7,2001) Fivelid not allow the persecutionwere being left in limbo by re-
Hedland detention centre. Deimmigration detainees who al-of its citizens. Spokesmen fromstrictive legislation and intol-
tainees claim the riot began aflege they were assaulted byfive Swedish political parties erance by South Africans de-
ter Australasian Correctionadetention centre guards wouldhave criticised their spite protection promised by
Management (ACM) staffnot be deported without noticegovernment’s approach. “Un-the constitution. The main
bashed a teenaged boy at tivéhile police investigated their der the Geneva Conventionproblem for asylum seekers is
centre. claims. The Australian Depart-every person has the right to amegulations restricting them
(The  Associated ment of Immigration gave theindividual review of their asy- from finding jobs or studying
Press, June 18, 2001) A parliaindertakinginthe Federal Couriumapplication,” said Marianne pending the outcome of their
mentary committee recom-after two others also allegedlyAndersson of the Liberal Cen-applications. The regulations,
mended an overhaul ofssaulted by guards at thdre party. promulgated last year, are seen
Australia’s system of manda-Villawood Detention Centre, in (The Korea Times, as a step backward after the
tory detention for asylum seekSydney’s west, this year wereJune 21, 2001) A total of 104country’s first Refugee Act, in
ers, arguing that it has led téecently deported to China. foreigners have sought asyluni998, which was regarded as a

human rights abuses. The gov- in South Korea since Decem-elatively progressive law
ernment immediately rejected *Laws/Legal ber 1992, butonly one, an Ethio+ecognising the rights of refu-
the recommendations, calling pian, has been granted refugegees. Currently there are about
them naive and saying the com- (The Guardian (U.K.), status. By nationality, Congo-16,600 refugees registered in
mittee lacked expertise. Theune 21, 2001) In a case thaese topped the list of asylumSouth Africa.

committee noted allegations ofould have important implica- seekers with 26, Burmese came (The Korea Herald,

bashing of detainees by centdions forthe EU’s planned com-next with 21, followed by Al- June 20, 2001) A local lawyers
management, detainees beingon asylum policy, a Europeangerians with 18. The others aregroup will launch Korea'’s first
handcuffed, substandard battparliament committee yester-10 Iranians, five Afghans andlegal aid body for refugees, the
room facilities and medicalday criticised Sweden’s treat-four each from Pakistan andCommittee on Legal Aid for
treatment, separation of famiment of a US national who hasLiberia. Refugees.
lies and psychological pressureeen refused asylum on the (National Post (June 16, 2001, NY
by staff through threats of vio-grounds that he comes from gCanada), June 19,2001) TelloJimes) France was embar-
lence or having visa application§o-called “safe” country. Thea Peruvian labour leader hasassed by a US decision to grant
denied. parliament’s committee onbeen spared deportation fronpolitical asylum to a French-
(The Washington Post citizens’ rights and freedoms,Canada because the Shiningnan on the grounds that he had
June 7, 2001) Mexico has bdustice and home affairs threwPath is hunting him. “It wasn’t been persecuted by corrupt
come the world’s waiting roomits weight behind a growing in- about whether the Shining Pathmagistrates in Nice. The order
for ‘illegal immigrants’ hoping ternational campaign by sug-is still a strong enough organi-by a Los Angeles judge, the
to ‘sneak’ into America. Mexi- gesting that Stockholm shouldzation to defeat the govern-first ever such American ac-
can authorities deportede-examine the asylum appli-ment,” said his lawyer. “It was tion in favour of a French citi-
152,000 last year, almost all ofation of Ritt Goldstein, who about whether they could aszen, hasreignited a scandal over
them trying to reach the Unitedled to Sweden in July 1997sassinate Tello. allegedly deep-rooted corrup-
States. Another 28,000 wer@fter suffering police brutality. (The Christian Sci- tion in the official establish-
caught by U.S. officials afterGoldstein, 48, was a justice ofence Monitor, June 20, 2001)ment of the freewheeling Medi-
crossing the border. The maiithe peace and successful busiJnlike most other countries, terranean coast.  The affair
detention center was designedessman when, in 1995, he becermany will not offer asylum stems from a long child cus-
to hold 150 people sometime§ame involved in a campaign tofor any reason other than pertody battle. Karim Kamal, a
houses 600. Once detainedeform the US police force by secution by the ruling govern-former Cote d’Azur resident,
many immigrants seek refuge@aking its members more aciment. Because Germanysays that a paedophile ring that
status, especially those frongountable. Goldstein claimeddoesn't recognize the Talibanincluded local judges sexually
Iran, Irag, Sierra Leone, Pakihe immediately became the tarregime that controls 95 per-abused his daughter. Nice pros-
stan, Somalia and Colombiaget of vicious reprisals, which cent of Afghanistan, its citi- ecutors refused to open an in-
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quiry in 1996, despite what thearrive illegally in Canada by (U.K.), June 20, 2001) Em-Jjune 21, 2001) Lufthansa re-
US court said was convincing plane, boat or other means willployers, trade unions and oth-acted speedily against attacks
evidence that the child, then 4,be detained. It bars criminalsers have joined forces in a callia the Internet by human rights
had been abused by Marie-from claiming refugee status,for asylum seekers to be giverprganisations, which are accus-
Pierre Guyot, her mother. Theincluding anyone convicted ofthe right to work six months ing the company of profiting
daughter of a Nice judge, she? major crime in Canada or whaafter they apply to stay in Ire-financially from the deporta-
has won a series of local courtvas sentenced to two years ofand. tion of rejected asylum-seek-
rulings in her favour, while M more in their home country. (Deutsche Presse-ers. For 10 minutes during the
Kamal has been sentenced td hose convicted of non-violentAgentur, June 19, 2001) Thecompany’s general meeting on
prison in his absence for in-crimes or persecuted for po-opposition Greens charged thavednesday was the homepage
sulting judges and briefly ab- litically-motivated reasons the situation of refugees indifficult to access owing to the
ducting his daughter. could be included under thatAustria is “a disgrace”. Only protesters’ action, while some
(The Associated definition, though officials say one third of applicants for asy-secondary pages were unavail-
Press, June 6, 2001) Greecfecisions can always be redum were taken into state careable for a short time. Protest-
began a drive to register hun-viewed. The Act also createsin the whole of 2000 there haders were also present at the
dreds of thousands of ‘illegal penalties of up to $1 million or been nearly 18,300 applica-general meeting, and company
immigrants,’ giving them a fi- life in prison for smuggling il- tions, of which 1,000 had beenhead Jurgen Weber’s reportwas
nal chance to live and work with- l€gal immigrants into the coun-granted. The latest figuresinterrupted several times.
out fear of deportation. Thelr: determines - in six monthscome amid almost daily reports (The Australian Asso-
program applies only to immi- for regular cases, three monthef groups of refugees, manyciated Press, June 21, 2001) A
grants who can prove that the)for those in detention - whetherfrom Afghanistan, Iraq and In- teenaged Syrian boy and six Iragi
have been in Greece for at leas@Pplicants qualify as refugeesdia, being stopped by policemen faced a West Australian

one year. creates up-front securityand soldiers at the eastern Auscourt over their alleged involve-
(Reuters, June 6,checks of all refugee claim-trian borders. ment in a May riot at the Port
2001) Spain plans to tone dowrNts; clarifies grounds for de- (Australian Broad- Hedland detention centre. De-

its controversial new immigra- taining refugees. ‘lllegal mi- casting Corporation, June 18tainees claim the riot began af-
tion law by granting visas to grants,’ those without docu-2001) Immigration Minister ter Australasian Correctional
foreigners who are a|readymentation and those who arePhilip Ruddock is pushing Management (ACM) staff
settled and have strong ties touncooperative” can be held;ahead with a plan to force asyhashed a teenaged boy at the
the country. Due for approval allows fewer appeals that delaylum seekers into work-for-the- centre.

at the end of July, the mannedemoving refugee applicantsdole programs. (Reuters, June 20,
amendment to the law follows With serious criminal records; ~ The Independent (U.K.), 2001) Protesters in two Aus-
months of criticism from the Suspends claims for refugeegune 19, 2001 tralian cities demanded the re-
country’s mostly North Afri- charged with crimes until lease of asylum seekers from
can and Latin American immi- courts rule. * Myths and Realities  remote outback camps as criti-
grants, as well as from human (The Australian Asso- cism of the government’s
rights groups. ciated Press, June 14, 2001) (The Philadelphia In- policy of mandatory detention
(The Toronto Star, Australian courts were under-quirer, June 22, 2001)of illegal immigrants grew.
June 13, 2001) A decision bymining efforts to curb illegal Badolata, Italy, a poor town with (The Associated

Canada’s refugee board togranrmigration, with decisions mak- a shrinking population, has be-Press, June 18, 2001) Police
two South Korean teens, a 16ing it more difficult to reject come a beacon for refugeesrecaptured three Iranian asy-
year-old girl and her 14-year- asylum claims, Immigration “The Kurds were good for our [um seekers who were on the
old brother, asylum from their Minister Philip Ruddock said. town,” said Mayor Mannello. run for nine days after tunnel-
abusive father has broken new€ said the courts have placedThey were engineers, doctorsing out of Woomera, a remote
ground in protecting children. the burden of proof on immi- students and workers. Moredetention center in the Austra-
The ruling is believed to be thegration department officials would have stayed if we could|ian Outback. Four other Irani-
first time a child’s refugee sta- thatanindividualwas notarefu-have given them something.anshad been captured lastweek.
tus has been recognized in &€e rather the onus being oWe're plagued here with a 30 (The Independent
domestic abuse case indepent-he claimant, as is the case unpercent unemployment rate.(U.K.), June 15, 2001) Ten
dentofaparent’s refugee claimder the UNHCR. The govern-But | believe that immigration people have started a hunger
(The Canadian Press,ment was now preparing legis-can help many dying Italian strike in protest to their “bar-

June 14, 2001) Parliamentiation to alter the interpreta-towns. We think a consequencearic treatment” within the Brit-
passed Bill C-11, a revampedtion of the refugee conventionof us helping them may meanish asylum system. They say

Immigration Act that cracks aS it applies in Australia. our town will prosper again.” the protest was sparked by a
down on human smuggling and o . combination of delays in the
refugees who are ‘criminals,  ~Living Conditions * Protests asylum process and “appalling
and aims to deter ‘queue-jump- conditions” in the Liverpool

ers’ and ‘crooks.” Those who (Press Association (Die Welt (Germany), tower blocks where they have
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been housed. The protester®f their ordeal. lyad and borders to those fleeing war angty.

who have moved out of the flatsHaitham Saada believed thepersecution. He accused poli- (The Australian Asso-
in the Everton area of the citycountry would be a safe haverficians in Australia, Austria,ciated Press, June 6, 2001)
since starting their strike fourfor them and came to GlasgowBritain, Denmark and Italy ofpijvers have found 5 ‘illegal
days ago, say they are “tired ofast year after fleeing a southinflaming sentiment againsimmigrants’ on a wooden boat.
being treated like animals”. Lebanese camp with brotherrefugees by calling them “bo-They were detained.

(The Australian Asso- Ziad in an attempt to find agus” asylum seekers who are (Press Association
ciated Press, June 15, 2001better life for their family. But “flooding” their countries. (U.K.), June 7, 2001) UK po-
Asylum seekers had been subearlier this year they were set'Politicians taking this line usediice have detained 10 ‘illegal
jected to a campaign of vilifi- upon by anangry mob ofaround0 belong to small extremisimmigrants’ believed to be from
cation and scare-mongering by40 in the Sighthill area, leaving parties, but nowadays, the issuéithuania, discovered on a

politicians, South Australia’s them hospitalised. is able to steer the agenda g&cht.
peak union body, The United much bigger parties” because (Reuters, June 7,
Trades and Labor Council of * Restrictive / Repres- appeals to fend off “foreign2001) One of the biggest chal-
SA said and called for an end tgive Measures hordes clamouring at the gategénges facing Hungary and other
a detention policy it said cre- leave opposing parties responguropean Union candidates is
ated further trauma and dis- (The  Associated ing with tougher policies. curbing the flow of thousands
crimination for refugees. Press, June 22, 2001) Alnar, a (The Associated Pressof ‘illegal migrants’ across their
(Australian Broad- wandering ship with Liberian June 21, 2001) Indonesian pdorders, Jean-Francois

casting Corporation, June 8men, women and children re-lice have arrested 111 ‘illegaDurieux, deputy director at the
2001) The Immigration Min- fused entry at port after port inimmigrants’ fromIrag, Iran, Al- Geneva-based UNHCR, said.
ister, Philip Ruddock, has con-West Africa appeared off thegeriaand Afghanistan who werelt is a major challenge because
firmed two new disturbances atiny nation of Togo, sending upsuspected of being bound fofithin the EU there is free
the Woomera Detention Cen-an SOS for help before dawn. Australia. The group includednovement of people...control
tre were the result of four ap- (Agence France Pressefour women, five children andof the external border becomes
plications for refugee statusJune 22, 2001) Kazakh Presione baby. He said the grouparamount.”
being rejected. Up to 30 de-dent called for a crackdown onwould be deported. (The Australian Asso-
tainees were involved in thetillegal migration,” which he (Turkish Daily News, ciated Press, June 7, 2001)
disturbances last night and thisaid threatened stability in thisJune 20, 2001) Paramilitaryhustralian Customs has inter-
morning. former Soviet republic. police in separate operations igepted 290 asylum seekers at
(Kyodo News Service, Juneeastern Turkey have detained 84shmore Islands off northern
* Racism 21, 2001) Japan will increasepeople said to have illegallywestern Australia.
the number of immigration per- entered the country from Iraqg. (Australian
(The Guardian (U.K.), sonnel in an attempt to prevenil hey will be deported. Broadcasting Corporation,
June 22, 2001) People’s conthe entry of foreigners without (Media Indonesia, June 12, 2001) The Australian
cerns about immigration andproper documentation. Jakarta (via BBC), June 20immigration Minister, Philip
race relations have risen dra- (The People’s Daily 2001) Indonesian police hav&uddock, will visit Indonesia,
matically in the past five years,(China), June 22, 2001) Hongarrested 67 ‘illegal immigrants'Thailand and Vietnam for dis-
with almost a fifth of the popu- Kong police launched a large-from Iran and Iraq to Australia.cussions with government min-
lation seeing it as one of thescale search operation to crack (The Star (Malaysia),isters and officials to discour-
most serious problems facingdown on ‘illegal immigrants.” June 18, 2001) Malaysian poage the illegal movement of
the country, accordingtoapoll.  (The Birmingham Post lice rounded up 216 ‘illegalasylum seekers.
More cited race relations than(U.K.), June 21, 2001) Threeimmigrants’ — Indonesians, (The Canadian Press, June
the economy, education, pov-Turkish ‘illegalimmigrants’lay Bangladeshisand Indians. They3, 2001) The Canadian gov-
erty or the European Union. cramped in a 12-inch high con-will be sent to the Semenyiternment will proceed with a
(Reuters, June 20, tainer under a lorry all the waydetention camp. plan to test all immigrants and
2001) A majority of Germans from Germany to Britain. They (CNN, June 15, 2001)refugees for the AIDS virus,
think fewer immigrants should had to lie flat to fit into the Australian Federal Police havejespite strong opposition from
be allowed into the country, apallet box under the front axleintercepted a boat carrying 23AIDS activists. However,
poll showed, just as the governof the truck. When discovered,'illegal immigrants,” 197 men, people who test HIV-positive
ment was considering relaxingthey were groggy and dehy-30 children and nine womenwill not be automatically ex-
its immigration rules. drated. from the Middle East. cluded. Decisions will be made
(The Scotsman (U.K.), (The New York Times, (Reuters, June 6,0n a case-by-case basis. Cur-
June 13, 2001) Two Palestindune 21, 2001) The chief 0f2001) The leader of Germany’sently, prospective newcomers
ian brothers who became thehe United Nations agency criti-Jewish community urged thean be tested for disease at the
victims of Glasgow’s most no- cized wealthy West Europeangovernment to clamp down omjiscretion of a doctor, but HIV
torious racist attack on asylumcountries and Australia todayimmigrants ‘pretending’ to betesting would become routine
seekers left Scotland becauséor increasingly closing their Jewishin orderto enterthe counnder the new policy.



