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500 Iranian Refugees Protest in Iraqi Kurdistan
On Sunday June 3, 500
Iranian refugees began an
indefinite sit-in at the office
of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) in the city of Erbil,
Iraqi Kurdistan in protest that
agency’s lack of response to
their needs and demands.
Iranian asylum seekers in
Iraqi Kurdistan have endured
years of insecurity and fear
coupled with abject poverty

and deplorable living
conditions.  The UNHCR has
continually failed to offer
protection, a decent standard
of living and resettlement to
a safe third country.  The sit-
in has been organised to
highlight their plight, expose
the UNHCR’s
irresponsibility, and solicit
international support.

Their demands are that the

UNHCR:

1- Refer refugees to the
embassies of countries
offering resettlement
2- Facilitate their trans-
fer to safe third countries
3- Improve living and
health conditions.

The International Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) calls
on groups and individuals to

send letters of protest to the
UNHCR in support of the
above demands and sit-in.
Send your letters of protest to
UNHCR Offices in Erbil, Iraq
and Geneva.  UNHCR Of-
fices in Erbil and Iraq - Email:
u n h c r - e r b i l @ u n . o r g;
irqba@unhcr.ch; Fax:
+8731754271.  UNHCR Of-
fice Geneva - Email:
hqpr00@unhcr.ch; Fax:
+42227397353.

IFIR Resources
Radio Program:  The Inter-
national Federation has a
weekly radio program discuss-
ing refugee and civil rights
issues as well as international
organizing efforts.  The pro-
gram is broadcast on Satur-
days from 9:15pm to 9:30pm
Tehran time on 25 meters
short wave (11635 kilohertz).
The program is broadcast via
Radio International and can
be heard in Iran, surrounding

countries as well as in Europe.
Radio International broadcasts
daily programs from 9:00pm
to 9:45pm Tehran time.  To
hear the program on the web,
go to www.radio-
international.com.

Persian Magazine and Pa-
per:  IFIR has a magazine and
paper in Persian – both also
called Hambastegi.  One is a
monthly, 24-page magazine

dealing with political, social
and rights issues; it promotes
progressive ideas and issues
and raises awareness.  The
other is a four-page weekly,
which began publication two
weeks ago and deals with
campaigns and refugee news
and laws.  It is an information
and organizing tool for asy-
lum seekers and refugees.

English Monthly:  In addi-
tion to Hambastegi English,
IFIR published a 20-page Civil

Rights in Iran Monthly, which
deals with civil rights abuses
in Iran.

Reports: IFIR has also pub-
lished several reports on the
situation of Iranian asylum
seekers and refugees and on
women.

To see the reports and publi-
cations, go to

www.hambastegi.org.

A Woman’s Flight
from Iran

By Zohreh Amir
Mojtahedi, page 2
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A Woman’s Flight from Iran
By Zohreh Amir Mojtahedi
For a long while I had felt
absolutely helpless.  I had
reached a point of impasse.  I
had run out of the will to live.
I could not divorce him for
fear of not seeing my children
again.  Life had become un-
bearable. I was longing for
life. I wanted to lead a normal
life, like everyone else. I des-
perately wanted to live like a
human being not so much for
myself, but mainly for my
kids.

I had struggled with myself
for a few years.  One day I
decided that enough is enough.
I said to myself ‘Zohreh get
up; there must be a way to
have a better life somewhere
on this planet.’  And when I
looked into the mirror a stream
of warm tears soaked my face
- tears of years of suffering
and degradation. Only the
night before last, he pushed
me against the wall and started
beating me. I could still feel
the full weight of his belt on
my cheeks. Under a barrage
of lashes, I was only focusing
on sending my little son out of

the room. He was so shocked
that had become motionless.
He was not even crying.

I was only 14 when I was
forced into marriage.  I was so
young that took my toys with
me to my husband’s house.
After all these years I wake up
in the middle of the night
drenched in sweat from the
nightmare of the night that my
soul and body were raped.
This was an Islamic marriage.
It took a long time to surren-
der to this fate and stop fight-
ing.  My war shifted to an
inner war with myself.  A
fierce war was raging.  My
spirit was urging me to fight
on and not to give up.  My
battered face and body and
soul were not ready to surren-
der.  One day when he un-
leashed his hate with a bar-
rage of kicks and punches on
my body with my son around,
I was full of fear and anger
and decided that it was time to
do something.

That day as soon as my hus-
band left for work, despite a

splitting headaches and pain I
went to see a close friend and
she agreed to help me escape.
I needed a lot of money.
Secretly I sold my wedding
jewellery and my friend of-
fered to lend me money.  It
took two months to get a
passport and the smuggler to
arrange our departure.  The
night before our departure we
stayed at my friend’s with my
three and seven year old chil-
dren. My seven-year-old son
was very worried and warned
me against his father finding
out about our plans.

Early in the morning we went
to Mehrabad airport and man-
aged to pass the two check-
points. The smuggler who was
closely watching me ap-
proached me and said that
everything had gone smoothly.
A few hours later we arrived
at Frankfurt Airport and he
hired a taxi and took us to a
place where asylum seekers
were registering. We pre-
sented ourselves and were
allowed to stay the night. For
the first time in life my heart

was pounding with joy. The
next day while sitting in the
canteen, I overhead a conver-
sation: ‘this is a very strong
case to apply for asylum. In a
society where women are
treated inhumanely…’ I im-
mediately turned around and
went towards her. She stood
up and introduced herself. “ I
am an activist of the Federa-
tion of Iranian Refugees and
the Worker-communist Party
of Iran. We shook hands and
started talking.

With the help of the Federa-
tion I managed to obtain per-
mission to stay in Germany
and discover myself.  I now
know the causes of all that
happened to my children and
I. My newly found conscious-
ness will lessen the pain of my
wounds.

The above was first published
in Persian in Hambastegi
Haftegi number 1 dated June
1, 2001.

18 June: Anniversary of the Dover 58 Tragedy in London
12 –12:58pm: Vigil of the Home Office 50 Queen Annes Gate.
2pm: press statement from the Chinese Civil Rights Action Group (CCRAG) lawyers Amy Tsang and Mark
Ryan representing the relatives of the 58 deceased, and others
2.30pm: Invited speakers include: Jabez Lam (CCRAG), Maryam Namazie (International Director of the
International Federation of Iranian Refugees), Rev David Hasslam, Imran Khan (solicitor for the Lawrence
family), Katie Ku (The Monitoring Group), Suresh Grover (National Civil Rights Movement), Bobby Chan
(Central London Law Centre), Louise Christian (Civil Rights Lawyer), David Yip (Chinese Actor), Vanessa
Redgrave (Actor and member of the International Artists against Racism), John McDonnell (MP), Arun
Kundnani (CARF magazine) and Gary Younge (writer and journalist).

For further information contact: CCRAG on 07940 514 268 or 020 8843 2333
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Next Issue:
Monday,

June 25, 2001

Support Belgian Activists

An Open Letter to Tony Blair
Dashty Jamal, Federation of Iraqi Refugees Britain
According to an article
published in the Guardian on
the April 25, 2001, 78% of
Iraqi applicants were refused
and these refusals peaked in
October last year. This
dramatic increase of refusals
has been justified by an
assumption that Kurdistan is
a safe place (no-fly-zone) to
be.  By all human standards,
northern Iraq is unsafe. The
Turkish government often
attacks the area killing
countless individuals. In
1996, the Iraqi central
government attacked too,
killing and kidnapping political
opponents. Furthermore,
fighting between the two
factions, the Kurdistan

Democratic Party (KDP) and
the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan have resulted in
tens of thousands killed and
of one out of three million
internally displaced. The
KDP and PUK are also
serious violators of human
rights, often playing with
lives.  Women live under the
constant threat of violence
and honor killings, with more
than 5,000 killed since 1991.
Islamic groups, supported by
the governments of Iran and
Saudi Arabia, carry out
terrorist acts against cultural
centers, cinemas and libraries
and assassinate and issue
fatwas against political
activists.  Not to mention the

poverty, unemployment,
disease and illness, as a result
of the economic sanctions.
This atmosphere has
transformed Kurdistan from
a civilised society into a
refugee camp.  This
contributes to the uncertainty
over the future political
identity of Kurdistan.

The No-Fly Zone over
northern Iraq has only
established perilous
conditions in Kurdistan. This
has destabilised Kurdistan
economically, politically and
socially.  However, the UK
Home Office has interpreted
this shameful and gravely
destructive phenomenon in

different ways and portrayed
Kurdistan as a safe haven for
Kurdish people to live in; this
is only an excuse by the
Home Office to refuse Iraqi
Kurd applicants.

 
The Federation of Iraqi
Refugees Britain holds the
UK government responsible
for the current conditions in
Kurdistan and the plight of
Iraqi refugees, as the UK has
been a part of creating anti-
refugee policies, imposing
sanctions on Iraq and
introducing the No-Fly Zone,
([un]safe haven)… and
demands that all Iraqi asylum
seekers be recognized as
refugees.

The Collective Against Expulsions has actively protested
against the treatment of refugees, migrants and ‘sans papiers’
in Belgium, including the killing of Semira Adamu by two
officers who put a pillow over her face.  Now 18 of their
members are being accused of 22 criminal charges. They
need your solidarity and support. You can find more
information on http://www.collectifs.net/comitedesoutien;
send them a message to comitedesoutien@collectifs.net.

Stop the criminalisation of ‘sans papiers’ and the people who
support them!

Sample Protest Letter
unhcr-erbil@un.org; irqba@unhcr.ch; Fax: +8731754271
hqpr00@unhcr.ch; Fax: +42227397353

I / My organisation am / is writing in full support of the
500 Iranian refugees who began a sit-in at the UNHCR
office in Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan on June 3 and in protest to
the UNHCR’s policies and inaction.

Their demands are that the UNHCR:
1- Refer refugees to the embassies of countries offering

resettlement
2- Facilitate their transfer to safe third countries
3- Improve living and health conditions.

I urge your office to immediately meet with represen-
tatives of the protestors and address their demands.

Signed:
Name, organisation

Cc: ifir@ukonline.co.uk
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International Refugee News
* Arrests

(Agence France
Presse, June 5, 2001)  Sev-
enty-three ‘illegal immigrants,’
mainly from Afghanistan,
were detained at the weekend
along Austria’s border with
Slovakia.  Five Moldovans,
two Russians and three Geor-
gians were deported to
Slovakia, while 59 Afghans,
three Bangladeshis and one
Palestinian were sent to a cen-
ter for asylum seekers in
Traiskirchen, near the capital
Vienna.

(Agence France
Presse, June 5, 2001)  Police
have detained some 430 ille-
gal immigrants, mainly Kurds,
in southern Italy after their
arrival from Turkey.  They
were taken to a reception cen-
ter at Isola Capo Rizzuto,
authorities said.  All face pos-
sible expulsion for illegally
entering the country.

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, June 4, 2001)
Another boat carrying 55
people of Middle Eastern ori-
gin, was located 70 nautical
miles south-west of Ashmore
Islands in Australia.  The fish-
ing boat was the 48th vessel to
be intercepted this year, bring-
ing the number of ‘illegal’
arrivals to 3,700.

(Agence France
Presse, June 1, 2001)  Italian
police intercepted more than
100 clandestine immigrants
from Albania and Sri Lanka in
separate clampdowns over-
night in southern Italy.  The
immigrants were taken to a
reception center.  All face
possible expulsion for illegally
entering the country.

(The Associated
Press, May 30, 2001)  Port
authorities intercepted a ship
believed to be transporting
about 200 ‘illegal immigrants’
from Turkey to Italy.  In an-
other case, police detained 44
Iraqi Kurd ‘illegal immigrants’
at the Greek-Turkish border
in Alexandroupolis, after they
had crossed the Evros River
separating Greece and Tur-
key.  Another 19 Iraqi and
Iranian ‘illegal immigrants’
were caught while crossing
the Evros River. Authorities
said that in most of the cases
the ‘illegal immigrants’ will be
deported.

(Reuters, May 27,
2001)  A rusty 20-metre fish-
ing boat carrying 121 ‘illegal
immigrants,’ nine of them
children, landed on the south-
ern Italian coast.  The immi-
grants appeared to be Kurds
from Turkey and Iraq but
their port of departure had not
been identified.  Its occupants
were taken to makeshift re-
ception centres nearby.

(The Associated
Press, May 29, 2001)  Border
police arrested 27 ‘illegal im-
migrants’ and two guides who
brought them across the fron-
tier with Bulgaria.  According
to police, 22 immigrants were
from Iraq, two came from
Iran and three were from the
Ukraine. They will be charged
with entering the country ille-
gally.

* Deaths
(Agence France

Presse, June 1, 2001) Span-
ish rescue services said they
had virtually given up any

hope of finding alive 15 Afri-
can immigrants missing after
their boat sank off the Canary
Islands.  Their vessel sank
after a Spanish sea patrol spot-
ted two boats of immigrants
approaching Fuerteventura.
The appearance of the patrol
caused panic and one of the
boats overturned.

(The Associated
Press, May 31, 2001)  Rela-
tives gathered Wednesday
night at the airport in the Gulf
coast port of Veracruz city,
Mexico to receive the bodies
of 12 of the 14 Mexicans who
died trying to cross the Ari-
zona desert into the United
States last week. On Wednes-
day, the Border Patrol an-
nounced it had found the bod-
ies of two more immigrants in
the desert south and west of
Tucson. One of the two sur-
vivors from that group told
officers that three more might
be dead.

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, May 30, 2001)
The death of a man who set
himself on fire outside Parlia-
ment House last month was
completely avoidable, Aus-
tralian Democrats immigra-
tion spokesman Andrew
Bartlett said.  Shahraz Kayani,
48, a refugee from Pakistan,
torched himself when his dis-
abled daughter was refused
entry to Australia. He died last
weekend of complications.  He
spent several years trying to
bring his wife and three daugh-
ters to Australia but was ham-
pered by the $750,000 poten-
tial cost to taxpayers of caring
for his daughter with cerebral
palsy.

(The Associated
Press, May 29, 2001)  The
tractor buries two men in a
dirt lot at the edge of the
Southern California desert.  A
long path and tall bushes set
their graves apart from the
ornate headstones at the local
cemetery. No relatives are
present as the men are buried
in less than 15 minutes on a
May morning.  No one knows
who they are.  Authorities
believe they were ‘illegal im-
migrants’ from Mexico, two
more among the hundreds who
die each year while trying to
cross into the United States.
Unidentified immigrants are
filling the Holtville pauper’s
cemetery, which opened in
1995, two months after a U.S.
border crackdown began in
San Diego that pushed mi-
grants eastward to the deserts
of Southern California and
Arizona.  Since then, Imperial
County has buried 122 uni-
dentified immigrants.  Of the
491 immigrants who died en-
tering the United States last
year through Mexico, 114
were classified as unidenti-
fied, according to a Mexican
government report.

* Deportation
(The Namibian, June

4, 2001)  The Namibian Im-
migration Tribunal Court at
Ohangwena ordered the de-
portation of more than 600
‘illegal immigrants,’ most of
whom were from Angola.

(Agence France
Presse, June 4, 2001)  Iran’s
Interior Minister Abdol-
Vahed Mussavi-Lari ordered
police to start rounding up and
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deporting ‘illegal foreign mi-
grants.’ The order addressed
to Iran’s police chief said
employers found hiring ‘ille-
gal’ residents should be sub-
ject to “whatever legal action
necessary.”

(The Times (of Lon-
don), May 27, 2001)  The
government has spent tens of
thousands of pounds hiring
private aircraft, including
Learjets, the preferred trans-
port for tycoons and celebri-
ties, to deport individual asy-
lum seekers to their home
countries.  In the past year
alone, the Home Office has
spent at least £50,000 to re-
turn three people to destina-
tions including Ghana and
Lithuania on three separate
flights after their asylum claims
were turned down.  At least
nine other asylum seekers
have been flown out of Brit-
ain on private jets in the past
five years. However, in one
case, a Learjet carrying an
Algerian national had to re-
turn from north Africa with
the passenger still on board
after the plane was denied
landing permission in Algiers.
Learjets, owned by celebri-
ties such as the Hollywood
actors Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Patrick
Swayze, can cost up to £1,500
an hour to hire. The Home
Office estimates that about 30
asylum seekers are forcibly
deported each month. Most
are placed on scheduled pas-
senger flights and are accom-
panied by security
guards.Chief executive of the
Immigration Advisory Ser-
vice, said: “Jack Straw is
acutely aware that if the pub-
lic saw some of these poor
asylum seekers being dragged
onto scheduled flights shout-

ing and screaming, they could
turn against government
policy. That is why these
people are being removed clan-
destinely in private jets from
obscure airports.”

(Agence France
Presse, May 29, 2001)  Japan
deported a total of 51,459
foreigners in 2000 for violat-
ing immigration laws, with
more than 85 percent of them
found working without proper
visas.

(The Korea Herald,
May 29, 2001)  The Labor
Ministry said yesterday that
foreign workers here are en-
titled to organize themselves
and that it does not intend to
interfere with the recent launch
of the nation’s first migrant
workers’ union.  About 150
foreign workers, many of
them overstaying their visas
and facing deportation,
launched Korea’s first labor
union chapter consisting of
migrant workers. The group
is under the wing of the Seoul-
Kyonggi-Inchon Region
Equality Trade Union
(SKIRETU). The Justice
Ministry said that there would
be no change in the ministry’s
basic position to deport for-
eigners who are staying in the
country illegally.  “The pri-
mary principle is that they
should be subject to deporta-
tion according to the current
immigration law and we may
have to send them home if
their activities make them vis-
ible,” an official said.

* Detention
(The Australian As-

sociated Press, June 5, 2001)
About 55 suspected ‘illegal
immigrants’ were being es-
corted to the Ashmore islands
in Australia.  Customs

Coastwatch has detected 48
vessels carrying 3,700 people
so far this financial year.  In
the previous financial year,
76 boats with 4,434 people
aboard were intercepted.

(The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, June 4, 2001)
About 3,000 asylum seekers
and illegal immigrants are held
in detention facilities across
Australia.

(Agence France
Presse, May 29, 2001)  Aus-
tralian police and the manag-
ers of a detention camp cre-
ated a climate of hatred that
caused a riot earlier this month,
according to a statement
signed by 150 detainees.  Two
weeks ago the government
released a few seconds of
videotape shot by a guard
during a riot at the Port
Hedland detention camp
which showed detainees
armed with makeshift clubs
throwing rocks and other ob-
jects at guards, who tried to
protect themselves with
shields.  The statement called
on the government to release
the full video tape, which the
detainees claim shows guards
employed by the Australasian
Correctional Management, a
private company contracted
to run the camps, brutalizing
detainees.  ‘’If you want the
truth, it was ACM that lit the
match at Port Hedland,’’ the
statement said.  Last week-
end, some 170 police officers
raided the Port Hedland camp
to arrest 22 people alleged to
have been ringleaders in the
riot.

(The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, May 29, 2001)  A
six-year-old girl and her 11-
year-old brother will be with-
out their parents in Port
Hedland detention centre for

at least three weeks after their
parents and two older broth-
ers were remanded in cus-
tody.   The family and 18
other detainees were charged
with throwing rocks, concrete
and food at Australasian Cor-
rectional Management guards
in the recent riot at the centre.
The mother was visibly upset
on learning her fate, and left
the court crying and calling
out for her children. The fa-
ther did not apply for bail and
when the charge was read to
him he called out: “The ACM
are criminals. If you want to
send us to jail, then send us to
jail.”

* Laws
(Agence France

Presse, June 5, 2001)  Thou-
sands of ‘illegal immigrants’
besieged government offices
throughout Greece, seeking
to have their status legalised
under a new law that requires
proof of residency since at
least June 2, 2000.  Among
those queuing were some
2,000 people who had been
awaiting deportation, but who
had been specially released
by police so they could start
the legalisation process, the
public order ministry said.

(The Associated
Press, May 28, 2001)  Euro-
pean Union nations agreed to
tighten their rules for fighting
international gangs that
smuggle immigrants — but
failed to establish common
penalties for those convicted
of human trafficking.  The
partial agreement at a meeting
of EU justice and home af-
fairs ministers came as part of
efforts to set up a joint immi-
gration and asylum policy.  The
15 EU ministers agreed on a
definition of what constitutes
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criminal human trafficking as
opposed to humanitarian ef-
forts to help refugees escape
danger.  But differences per-
sisted over how tough to be on
convicted traffickers, with
ministers disagreeing over a
proposal for eight-year man-
datory prison sentences. Un-
der the new definition, which
still needs approval by the
European Parliament, the 15
nations will adopt common
standards in outlawing traf-
ficking for financial gain, in-
cluding smuggling that in-
volves the sexual exploitation
of immigrants, use of sweat-
shop labor and abuse of mi-
grant children.  Ministers failed
to reach agreement on a com-
mon system of “temporary
protection” in the event of a
large influx of refugees fleeing
from crisis areas. The plan
aims to guarantee refugees
access to housing, health and
education while their asylum
cases are being considered.
Amnesty International and the
United Nations’ refugee
agency fear the proposal would
make it harder for refugee
claimants to enter the 15-na-
tion bloc and make it easier
for EU nations to expel them.

* Living Conditions
(The Irish Times,

May 30, 2001)  The Irish
system of Direct Provision is
causing huge problems for
asylum-seekers in one town
outside Dublin, with most of
those surveyed deeply un-
happy with their accommo-
dation and food, and almost
everyone wishing to work or
undertake further education,
if allowed.  Under the Direct
Provision Scheme, introduced
in April 2000, asylum-seek-
ers are provided with full board

and £15 a week “comfort”
money.  The report, “Meet-
ing the Needs of Asylum Seek-
ers in Tralee” finds that their
needs are not being adequately
met.

* Protests
(The Sydney Morn-

ing Herald, June 4, 2001)  On
arrival in March, 57 ‘boat
people’ who caused the latest
‘riot’ in an immigration deten-
tion centre were not told by
immigration officials that they
could apply for refugee sta-
tus, but Immigration Minister
Ruddock defended that
policy, saying the Govern-
ment had no obligation to tell
them their rights.  The riot at
Curtin detention centre in
Western Australia began after
the 57 men, women and chil-
dren were told they would be
sent home without being given
a chance to apply to stay in the
country. In the riot, involving
about 150 people, fences,
windows and a demountable
building were damaged. Tents
for detention officers were
also burnt before tear gas was
used to quell the uprising. Four
detainees suffered minor in-
juries.

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, June 4, 2001)
The Australian Immigration
Department denied 150 de-
tainees had begun a hunger
strike at Port Hedland deten-
tion centre over their treat-
ment following a riot last
month.

 (The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, June 4, 2001)
About 1,500 people including
students, families, unionists
and ethnic leaders - all out-
raged at the system of incar-
cerating asylum seekers -
marched to the Villawood

Detention Centre as part of
national protests against the
Government’s refugee poli-
cies.  About 150 metres from
the protest, maintained be-
hind barricades, refugees
thronged against barbed wire
fences to express support for
the demonstrators.  Similar
demonstrations were held in
Melbourne and Brisbane.
About 3,000 asylum seekers
and illegal immigrants are held
in detention facilities across
Australia.

(CNN, June 3, 2001)
Thousands of protesters have
joined demonstrations across
Australia urging the govern-
ment to close refugee deten-
tion centers.  The coordinated
day of rallies was organized
by critics of the detention sys-
tem who claim the centers
represent a breach of human
rights.  More than 2,000 people
rallied in Melbourne’s city
centre, while in Sydney  up to
1,000 people marched to the
Villawood Detention Centre.
Smaller protests were held in
other major cities.

(Agence France
Presse, June 1, 2001)  A total
of 329 clandestine immigrants,
mostly of Moroccan and Al-
gerian origin, were on a hun-
ger strike Friday in southern
Spain to demand regular iden-
tity papers.  The immigrants
have been occupying the San
Francisco church in the city of
Huelva since Monday, as well
as a local government office
and several other premises in
the town.

(The Associated
Press, June 1, 2001)  Rioting
broke out Friday at an immi-
grant detention center with
200 people rampaging through
the prison-like unit smashing
windows and destroying

fences and buildings.  More
than 200 asylum-seekers were
involved at the Curtin Deten-
tion Center in remote north-
western Australia after some
of the detainees were told
their applications to stay in
Australia had been rejected
and they were to be deported.

(Reuters, June 1,
2001)  Refugee groups inten-
sified their campaign against
Australia’s mandatory deten-
tion of ‘illegal immigrants’ as
cracks appeared in mainstream
political support for the policy.
The conservative government
and opposition Labor have
both backed the policy of lock-
ing up all ‘illegal’ asylum seek-
ers, including children, in re-
mote outback camps while
their claims are investigated
— a process that can take
years.  But refugee groups
took a half-page advertise-
ment in The Australian na-
tional newspaper, listing hun-
dreds of opponents of the
policy — including prominent
Labor legislators and Labor-
backed unions.  The newspa-
per ad, in the form of a peti-
tion, calls for an end to man-
datory detention of asylum
seekers, full rights for refu-
gees instead of temporary vi-
sas and funding for settle-
ment.

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, May 30, 2001)
More than 30 ‘illegal immi-
grants’ were still on the run
after escaping from detention
centres across Australia, a
Senate committee was told.

* Racism
(The Express (U.K.),

June 5, 2001)  A six-year-old
boy has been reported to po-
lice for racially abusing asy-
lum seekers.  The child is
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believed to be the youngest
person ever accused of racial
harassment in Scotland.  Po-
lice have already charged one
eight-year-old and two nine-
year-old boys in connection
with the same incident.

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, June 3, 2001)
Refugees and boat people
have been wrongly labelled as
“queue jumpers and illegal
immigrants”, Australian
Democrats Senator Andrew
Bartlett said.  Senator Bartlett
told several hundred people at
a Brisbane protest against
detention centres that the fed-
eral government was mis-
guided because it did not take
into account what the refu-
gees faced in their country.
“The Howard government has
inflamed racist sentiment.
“It’s not about how you got
here, it’s about what you es-
caped from and what would
happen to you if you re-
turned.”

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, June 4, 2001)
‘Illegal’ arrivals should pack
up and go home if they were
unhappy with conditions in
remote processing camps, a
government backbench MP
said.  And in the New South
Wales parliament, One Na-
tion MP David Oldfield said
rather than having sympathy
for asylum seekers, most
Australians believed they were
‘foreign invaders.’

(Agence France
Presse, May 30, 2001)  Police
brutality and racist abuse,
mainly against ethnic minori-
ties and immigrants, were the
most widespread human rights
violations across Europe,
Amnesty International said in
its annual report released
Wednesday.  The report,

which covers the period Janu-
ary to December 2000, raised
concern for the plight of refu-
gees and asylum-seekers.
This included allegations of
“ill-treatment during forcible
deportations” in Belgium and
Switzerland, while one asy-
lum-seeker committed suicide
in Frankfurt airport “where
conditions of detention are
very harsh.”  In France, one
of the countries cited for rac-
ist ill-treatment by police, the
“effective impunity granted
by French courts to police
officers, notably with regard
to deaths in custody,” was
also quoted as a cause for
concern.

* Repressive / Restric-
tive Measures

(The Daily Telegraph
(U.K.), June 4, 2001)  British
ports are facing a sudden in-
flux of ‘illegal immigrants’
forced to find new routes and
new ways into the country.
The problems facing ports on
the east and south coasts are
an unintended side-effect of
the authorities’ success in
stemming the flow of human
traffic on the “traditional”
routes - from Calais via the
cross-Channel ferries into
Dover, and the Channel Tun-
nel.  Numbers at the refugee
centre near Calais have fallen
by two thirds - down from
1,200 to 400 in little more
than six months. There is an
increasing incidence of immi-
grants resorting to extreme
measures, such as clinging to
the sides of ferries, trying to
jump aboard Chunnel trains -
twice with fatal results this
year - and even attempting to
row across the Channel.

(The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, June 4, 2001)  On

arrival in March, 57 ‘boat
people’ who caused the latest
‘riot’ in an immigration deten-
tion centre were not told by
immigration officials that they
could apply for refugee sta-
tus, but Immigration Minister
Ruddock defended that
policy, saying the Govern-
ment had no obligation to tell
them their rights.  The riot at
Curtin detention centre in
Western Australia began after
the 57 men, women and chil-
dren were told they would be
sent home without being given
a chance to apply to stay in the
country. In the riot, involving
about 150 people, fences,
windows and a demountable
building were damaged. Tents
for detention officers were
also burnt before tear gas was
used to quell the uprising. Four
detainees suffered minor in-
juries.

(The Guardian
(U.K.), May 31, 2001)
Britain’s treatment of refu-
gees is attacked in Amnesty
International’s annual report.
It described an “alarming
shortfall” in access to legal
advice to dispersed asylum
seekers, many of whom had
been sent to areas where the
local people had no experi-
ence of living with them. Up
to 1,000 asylum seekers were
being held in detention at any
one time, it said.  Amnesty
condemned what it called
negative media coverage
which “pandered to racial
prejudice and created a hos-
tile environment for many
refugees”.  Amnesty spokes-
man Brendan Parry said:
“When people think of asy-
lum-seekers they often don’t
consider what these people
are fleeing.  There are death
sentences for political reasons,

torture, punishments such as
floggings, stonings and ampu-
tations and severe restrictions
on social freedom. To be so
dismissive of them is really
adding insult to injury.”

(The Australian As-
sociated Press, May 31, 2001)
Convicted murderers received
a fairer deal in Australia than
asylum-seekers, Amnesty In-
ternational said.  While crimi-
nals could appeal in a court
system, asylum-seekers were
at the mercy of an “all power-
ful” department which gave
them little recourse, it was
claimed.  The London-based
human rights watchdog’s
2001 annual report, released
today, lashed Australia over
its detention of asylum seek-
ers, mandatory sentencing
laws, ongoing deaths in cus-
tody and withdrawal from
United Nations scrutiny.  In
its report, the organisation
highlighted the case of a three-
year-old boy born in Western
Australia’s Port Hedland de-
tention centre who had lived
there all his life.  Other cases
included the deportation of an
Algerian asylum seeker de-
spite a written request by the
UN Committee against Tor-
ture not to do so, and the
deportation of an eight-months
pregnant woman who under-
went a forced abortion on
arrival in China.

(Reuters, May 30,
2001)  Nearly 100 immigrants
clashed with police when they
stormed buildings in a south-
ern Spanish town to demand
working papers.  The con-
frontation came on the same
day Amnesty International
issued a damning report on
the country’s treatment of
immigrants.
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CONTACT ADDRESSES
FOR IFIR OFFICES AND  MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

AUSTRALIA £Å�Z®¥�Z
Kobra Bahrami
Tel: +61 404 865 421
aus@one.net.au

AZERBAIJAN   x£¨ £�feò
Baku Clandestine Office Â�£�
Khosro Mohebbi
PO Box 246
Baku 370,000 Centre
Tel: +99 450 3246259

BELGIUM     ß °¾�
Brussels Office     á±�z®�
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P. B. 1032
Bruxelles 1000, Belgium
Tel: 0478 904 163
E-mail: Hossein@freegates.be

CANADA       Zd£�£�
National Toronto Office
Homa Arjomand            Â¥�fÂ�
1052 Pape Avenue
P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3
Tel: +1 416-526-1027
homa_arjomand@hotmail.com

Vancouver  Office     fzÂ¼�z
Fahimeh Sadeghi
PO Box 19640
Vancouver BC V5T 4E7
Tel: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com

London Office      x¬À�
Masood Alvand
PO Box 35131
London, ON N5W 5Z6
Tel: +1 519 681-7826
Hours: M, W and F
m_alvand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office     Zz£�Z
Davood Aram
New Comer Center
218 Argyle St., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4
Tel: +1 613-232-9634  ext. 448
Fax: +1 613-232-3660
 d_aram@hotmail.com

DENMARK        tf£¿�Zd
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234
2300 Kobehhavn S
Denmark
Tel: +45 2049 3098
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk

ENGLAND   x£¥±¾½�Z
London Office       x¬À�
Saeed Arman
BM Box 1919
 London WCIN 3XX
 England
Tel: +44 7931866985
ifiruk@yahoo.com

FINLAND    ¬�ëÀ�
National  Vassa Office
Amir Tavakoli   £�Zz
VPN Postrestante
65320 Vaasa
Tel:  +358 405821776
tavakoli@hotmail.com

Jyvaskyla Office   ëÅ¼�ZÂÅ�
Jamal  Heydari
PL 403
40101 Jyvaskyla

Tampere Office      ®§�£�
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante
33560 Tampere

GERMANY       x£ûò
National Office
Nasrin Ramazanali
IFIR,  Postfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Nyosefi27@aol.com
Mobil: +49 0179 1003 423

Berlin Office     ãÅ�®�
Mohsen Satvati
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin
Tel: +49 179 290 1390

Bochum Office    wÂ�Â�
Vida Barati
Postfach 150129
44613 Herne
Tel: +49 01737334270
E-mail: VidaBarati@aol.com

Bremen Office    ã�®�
Abdollah Cheragali
IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen
Mobil: +49 172 177 7030
Darmstadt Office  \£¥²�fZd
Mehrnousch Musawi
Tel: +49 175 740 2582
E-mail: mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office   ¬�Â¿�fzd
Bahram Nazarinia
IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund
Tel: 0173 733 4270
Essen Office            ã�Z
Nahid Javadinia
IFIR, Postfach 101728
45017 Essen
Tel: +49 1724491401
Frankfurt Office    \fÂ¹¼�Z®�
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt am Main
Tel: +49 69 59 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
E-mail: Nshm44@aol.com

Giessen Office     ã±Å�
Bijan Shahabi
IFIR
Bahnhof Str. 38

35390 Giessen
E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com

Goettingen Office    ã½ÀÅ�Â�
Ataollah   Setayesh
Postfach 2333
37013 Göettingen
E-mail: ataos@gmx.de

Hagen Office     ã�£�
Amin Soleiman Negad
Postfach 0303
58003 Hagen
Tel: +49 179 41 64 651

35390 Giessen
E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com

Hannover Office     ®�Â�£�
Fatemeh Aghai
Tel: +49 179 41 64 651
s.asli@planet-interkom.de

Kassel Office      á�£�
Alireza Jamali
IFIR, Mombacher Str. 12
34127 Kassel
Tel/Fax: +49 561 89 46 89
Hours:Mon. - Friday (16 - 18)
Fri.  (15:30 - 19:00)

Koeln  Office      ã¾�
Ladan Davar
Postfach 10 24 31
50464 Köln
Tel: +49 221 73 70 32
E-mail: Ladann@aol.com
Mobile: +49 172 209 34 31
Hours: Friday 16:30 - 18:30
             z£¼ Â� - à ¯§Å�
Leipzig-Zwickau Office
Mehdi Giasinagad
IFIR, Postfach 101002
04010 Leipzig
Mobil: 0172- 47 38 630

Munster  Office      ®¥±�Â�
Niaz Gaedi
IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Münster
E-mail: Ngaedi@aol.com
Tel: +49 173 27 43 686

Pleetenberg      u®¤À¥Å¾�
Dariush Safa
Ohlerstr. 100
Pleetenberg 58840
Tel: +49 179 612 1558

Wolfsburg Office  ufÂ�¯�fz
Josef Haddadi Shahri
Mobil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +49 5361 779947

GREECE             x£�Â 
Surush Naurasi
P. O. Box   8120
T.K10010
Athens
Greece
Tel: + 30 972347071

HOLLAND      ¬À¾�
National Office
Farzad Nazeri

Weena straat 745    wZd®¥±�ò
3013 AL Rotterdam
Tel: 0622 851 734
Fax: 010 4330 3002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com

Eindhoven Office    ã�z¬À ò
Fatamah Eqdami
Postbus 1312
5602 BH Eindhoven
Tel: +31 627216121

IRAQ     rZ®�
                  äÅ�£¿Å¾�
Soleimaniyeh Office
                    áÅ�fZ
Erbil  Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

PAKISTAN     x£¥±�£�
                d£�ò wë�Z
Islamabad Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

SWEDEN       ¬¡Â�
National Office
Esmaeil Moloodi
IFRS, Box 11103
404 23 Göteborg
Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Tel: 704920349
E-mail: ifrs@hotmail.com
Sun.,Tue.,Thu., 18:00 -20:00

Korosh Khosravi          Â¿Å�
Gimo
Flykting Rdet
Box 55
747 02 Gimo
Tel:  + 46  0704 85 67 33
 0173- 40 383

Göteborg Office
Avat Sadeghi            }fÂ¤�Â 
IFRS, Box 11103
404 23 Göteborg
Tel: +46 739162415

Linköping Office     àÀÅ�Â²ÀÅ�
Habib Moradi
IFR, Box 8001
580 08 Linköping

Malmö Office         Âû£�
Fakhri Naderi
IFR Box 17563
20010 Malmö
Tel/Fax:  +46 040 611 6109

Stockholm Office     â¾Á¼¥�Z
Rahim Yazdanparast
IFR, Box 1172
172 24 Sundbyberg
+46 739802311

TURKEY
Clandestine Offices
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

Member Organizations

xÂÅ�Zf¬� Â´� }£Á�£�g£�

C.H.A.I.R.      ®Å� - £¼ ®�ò
New York - USA
Sogand Saadat
GPO,  P. O. Box 7051
New York, NY 10116
Tel: 1-212-747-1046
Fax: 1-212-425-7260
chairngo@aol.com

Victoria’s Iranian-Canadian
Centre
£ fÂ¥¼ z ç Zd£�£� x£Å�Z® Z xÂ�£�
Abbas Mohammadi
VICC- ICA #200

930 Balmoral Road
Victoria, BC V8T 1A8
Canada

Tel: 250-388-4728
Fax: 250-386-4395
vicc22@hotmail.com

P.O. Box  27236
London  N112ZF
England
Tel: (+44) 7730 107 337
Fax: (+44) 208 813 9734

ifir@ukonline.co.uk

IFIR Secretariat

Secretariat
Maryam Namazie
      Executive Director

Farshad Husseini
     Deputy Director

Other Members:

Siamak Amjadi
Javad Aslani
Ladan Davar
Niaz Ghaedi
Keyvan Javid
Jamal Kamanagar
Mehrnousch Musawi
Ramin Niakan
Habib Nesouhi
Nasrin Ramazanali
Amir Tavakoli

www.hambastegi.org


