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Protest the Islamic Regime’s ‘Elections’

The repressive and crisiselection.’ struggles in Iran against théng station must become the
ridden Islamic Republic of Iran Islamicregime. Incontinua-scene of protest. On June 8,
is staging its sham presidentiafhe majority of us living tion ofthatresistance, no onéet's show Western govern-
“elections” on June 8, 2001.abroad - millions of refugees, should participate in the farci-ments that our reason for flight
In this farcical religious asylumseekersandimmigrantsal June 8 ‘elections.” In-is the very regime they sup-
ceremony, even its most are the surviving victims of stead, we must transfornport. Let's expose the regime.
ardent supporters are refuseghis regime’s repression. We‘election’ day into a day of Let’s support the movement
access, let alone the peoplgave transformed our coun-protest against the entirety ofor freedom and equality in

and opposition. This is notries of residence into bas-the regime. We mustmobiliséran.

an election by any standardsjons of resistance against itsour ranks and rage against this

only the foes of freedom inprutality. Our struggles havereactionary and repressivéet's give the regime and its
Iran can label this mockery alheen an extension of theregime. Every so-called pollfriends a day to remember.

Human Rights and Cultural Relativism

Ali Javadi: In the Humanrightsarenot see movements, viduals and are responsible
area of civil and individual a ‘divine’ phenom- which belongto forthe conditions underwhich
rights, many political insti- enon, apparentfrom this epoch with they live. They are respected
tutions maintain that the the origins of history certaininterpre- in that they have equal legal
Universal Declaration of toitsend. The ques- tationsofhuman rights but the conditions
Human Rights and other in-tion of what human rights and we see needed to realise legal equal-
ternational declarations are rights are depends on movementsthat ity - equal economic rights -
the first basis of civil rights. the social, ideologi- belongtoseveral are ignored. Clearly, com-
From your viewpoint, is the cal and philosophi- centuries ago paredtothe Islamic Republic
Universal Declaration that cal systems of vari- . and have other of Iran, the Universal Decla-
formulawhich can safeguardous movements in ST interpretations ration of Human Rights, which
civil rights? various historical of humanrights, recognises individual rights

KooroshModaresi: periods. Today, atthe begindike Islamic movements. and freedoms is a more posi-
Letmeinitially raise one point. ning of the 21st century, weTherefore, when we speak otive and advanced phenom-
human rights and a specificenon and is based on a more

B E

Edltor- Maryam Namazie Declaration, we must exam-progressive interpretation of
Asst. Editor: Javad Aslani ine the movement that hashuman beings and their envi-
. g ) produced it and how thatronment. When examined
E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk movement defines humanclosely, however, as linitially
Tel: 0044 7730107 337 rights. noted, we see that it is basi-
Fax: 0044 208 813 9734 The Universal Dec- cally limited to the legal rights
) laration of Human Rights is aof individuals.
Address:  P.O.Box 27236 product of bourgeois-liberal The Declaration does
London N11, England thought. According to this notdiscuss the economic con-
Web Site: www.hambastegi.org viewpoint, human beings are _
respected as atomized indi- Continued on page 2
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Human Rights and century ago, when the Uni-sal concepts; that peoplengpowerinseveral countries

Cultural Relativism, versal Declaration of Humanworldwide are struggling for or becoming powerful oppo-
from Page 1 Rights was put forth, cultural equality and freedom and tosition groups in others. The
relativism was not an issue. overcome rightlessness is atruggle against these reac-

ditions necessary for the confirmation of thisfact.  tionary movements and the

realisation of legal equality.
Freedom of expression anc
organisation are recognised ir™
this Declaration, butthis legal
equality cannot be realisable
because of economicinequal
ity. For example, the worker
and employer are recognise
under this law; workers can®
be exploited and made redu

Ali Javadi: What absoluterightlessnessthatthey
were the grounds for the de-have subjected people to has
velopment of cultural rela- been one of the most serious
tivism? Why would the bour-struggles of the last two de-
geois movement, which pro-cades.
duced the Universal Decla- The growing political
ration of the Human Rights, power of Islamic movements,
now argue for cultural rela- fear of their blind terrorism
tivism and against the uni-and specifically the Western
versality of human rights? bourgeoisie’s need for this
dant. Also, the possibility to What are the economic andmovementto control progres-
access and influence mas social causes of this? sive and labour protests have
communications and politics _ _ Azar Majedi: This beenthe political grounds for
is completely incomparableThe Universal Declaration of h a5 partly to do with the col- the growth of cultural relativ-
between the rich and poorHuman Rights was written |anse of the Eastern bloc andsm. Of course, today, little by
Here equality for the masseg@midst Cold War rivalries in giate capitalism, which waslittle, the reactionary and back-
is nothing more than a mirageoppositionto the Easternbloc,c3jjed Socialism. As | said, ward nature of cultural rela-
FromaCommunistand work-though the Soviet Union's ihe soviet constitution, which tivismis becoming more widely
ing class perspective, suclgonstitutionrecognised more,, 45 yritten after the Octoberrecognised in public opinion.
conditions violate the mostprogressiverightsand putforthyeyolution, contained more Koorosh Modaresi:
basic rights of alarge segmen more advanced model.  5gressive rights for its citi- The mostimportant aspect of
of humanity. The economic With the advent of zens, The fall of the Sovietthis argument is drawn from
sphere has been leftout of theulturalrelativism, we are now ynjon and the subsequenPost-modemnist philosophy,
Declaration of Human Rightswitnessing the undermining oqqa it of the Right and freewhich has taken shape in the
and therefore there is no guarof universalrights, and differ- 5 ket effectively preparedlast twenty years. This coin-
antee for the realisation ofentdefinition ofrightsrelative ¢ grounds for this backwardcided with two phenomena;
even the rights declared.  to different societies, histo- moye, Post-modernism wasone was the beginning of the

Ali Javadi: There is ries, cultures and religions. ;i forth as the philosophicalcollapse of the Eastern bloc

a trend, which states thatThis is in fact a move back-jsification for cultural rela- and support for the kind of
civil rights cannot be univer- wards. Culturalrelativismis gism Socialism it was advocating.

sal because people are nobeing used to justify the lack Furthermore, the in- This alternative gradually lost
the same; they have had difof rights, exploitation andre- yigorated growth of Islamic its attraction and consequently
ferent histories and lives, andpressioninthe West, in West-y 5y ,ements and their spectrdost its dangers for the West.
live in diverse societies withem public opinionandamongf terrorism over EuropeanThe second factor was the
different cultures, therebypeople who live in countries .o niries after the establishaturing of the 60s-70s gen-
drawing certain conclusionslike Iran. Itclaims thatlslam ment of the Islamic Republic eration and their absorption
about human rights. What ig's people’sreligion and what gaye further practical justifi- into mainstream bourgeois
your response and criticism?happens within the Islamic caion for cultural relativism society. Western ideologues
AzarMajedi: Inmy framework is acceptable or¢,r \western societies and itsand academics needed a phi-
opinion these are attempts tghat women should not de-jgegjogues. Inthe two recentosophy to which they could
silence those who struggle fomand freedom in “Islamic gecades, Islamic movementsefer toin order to justify their
freedomand equality and jussocieties’ as they must re-paye hecome widespread, takretreat from their previously
tify the situation. This asser-spect their culture. This is
tion thatis also discussed unfonsense and must be firml Next Issue:
der the framework of culturalrejected. These are com
relativism, has mostly beenpletely reactionary and back- Mo nday,
romoted during the pastwardideas. Civilrights, free-
Eouple of decadges. Hglf adom and equality are univer- June 11’ 2001
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Human Rights and thereby defending a philoso-nothing more. This theory isEnglish in the WPI Briefing
Cultural Relativism, phy, which considers rights as@ reflection of Post-modern-number 13, dated May 16,
from Page 2 relative and does not specifyiSM, Which treats rights agwww.wpibriefing.com). Ali

what is right or wrong. For relative. Inmy opinion, rights Javadi, Azar Majedi and

declared position on Certamexample, civilrights are arela-aré universal. Rights likeKoorosh Modaresiare mem-

rights and the universal na-, children’s happiness and edubers of the Worker-commu-
ture of rights. Furthermore, V& CONCEPL to them. As a PP

_ _ esult, not only is it unneces-cation, the righttowork, pros-nist Party of Iran’s Executive
the movemeptlnAmerlcaano;ary to oppose the lack ofPerity, unconditional freedomCommittee and Political Bu-
Eur_opet,hwfélgh togk7§hape;§ights of the majority of the Of expression, etc. are rightseau. Azar Majediis alsothe
durlng g ‘ZI 3 an dsfan world, but alsoitis racist to do that cannot be denied for livEditor of Medusa. The above

emanded widespread Iree. ) - They have discoveredng in a corner of Africa or is atranslation from Farsi of

dom and a certain degree of . ., suppression and hutinder the rule of the Islamica Radio International tran-
equa!lty’ WaS. reaChIng Itsendmiliation of Certain races and Reputh SCI‘ipt fiI’St pub“Shed in In-
A major section of that move-

human beings is an aspect of ternational Weekly number

mentwasabsorbedintomainz, L They say: they The above is segments of 63, dated 11  May

f\teri?in;dbot%rgjiosi;ft;e?tiiﬁ‘ngqre Moslems and deservdnterview first published in (www.haftegi.com).

END DEPORTATIONS

IFIR Protest against Danish Government

On May 18, the IFIR — Den- to deportations and declaringvell as a number of asylumdelegation highlighted viola-
mark Office organisedadem-lran unsafe. Mahmoodseekers addressed the praions of civil rights under Is-
onstration at the Danish par-Ghazvini, the IFIR represen+est. Following the demon-lamic rule and put forth the
liament to protest that tative in Denmark, Sorenstration, an IFIR delegation,demonstrator’'s demands. Ina
government’s anti-asylum Sonegaa from Enhedlisterwhich included several asy-continuation to the demon-
policies. The demands of theparliamentary party, Hellelum seekers, met with thestration, on May 19, Iranian
demonstration were the rightBlindal from the Clandestinerepresentatives of three Danasylum seekers in Fredercia
to asylum for those fleeing Refugee Committee andsh parliamentary parties, in-refugee camp held a sit-in
the Islamic regime, the right Nahid Riyazi fromthe Inter- cluding SF - the Socialistagainstthe increased refusals,
to asylum for allwomen flee- national Campaign in DefencePeople’s Party, Enhedlistendelaysin processing andintro-
ing Islamist societies, an endof Women’s Rightsinlran asand Radikal Vensrer. Theduction of food vouchers.

Campaign against Deportation Farrokh Shiri
and Official Racism in Germany has been Released

IFIR- Germany has called focampaign also aims to expose .

atwo-weeksit-inin Bokhumthe Islamic Republic in the Farrokh Shiriwasreleased omeginning of a campaign to
and Dortmund beginning Junepcoming mockery of a presi-Pail on May 18 thanks to thesecure his right to asylum and
5in protest against the institugential ‘elections.’ The IEIR Persistentintervention of nu-prevent his deportation to per-
tionally racist and anti-asy— Germany will resolutely re- MErOUs civil _ __”ghtS secution. In amessage to the
lum practices of the Germarsist the German government'rganisations. Shiriis an Ira4FIR-UK Director, Shiri con-
authorities. While the Ger-anti-asylum polices and de-Nian asylum seeker who hadreyed his sincere gratitude to
man government has notoffielares that Iran is not a safe’€€nimprisoned for attemptthose who campaigned for his
cially included Iranin the list country. Those who have fled"9 to com_mlt s_U|C|de as arelease and asked for contin-
of safe countries, it is effeciran must be granted asylunf€Sult Of his being refusedued support in obtaining his
tively deeming Iran safe toand no one must be deporte@Sy/um by the UK Home rightto protection.

deport asylum seekers. This Iran. Office. His release is the
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International Refugee News

* Arrests had granted refugee status to Greek authorities jng between Greece and Tur-
420 ‘illegal’ migrantsin Indo- detained 88 ‘illegal immi- key. The fourth Iranian, aged
The Uruguayan nesia, but only one had beegrants’ from Iraq and Iran off 24, wasinjured andis lyingin
Interpol office arrested seversentonto athird country. Hethe coastof Keratea, about4@, hospital in the northern
Ecuadorians, two men andddded that on Tuesday twdilometers (25 miles) south-Greek city of
five women, as they preparedPakistanis, one Sri Lankaneast of Athens. The Vessehlexandropoulis.Tensof‘il-
to board a United Airlinesandone Chinese nationalwergvas carrying 77 men, four|egalimmigrants’ have been
flightto the United States witharrested forimmigration vio- women and seven childrenkijled by land mines at the
false U.S. visasand passportéations during a raid in (The Associated Press, May,ros broader between Greece
(Agencia EFE, May 24, 2001)Kemayoran, Central Jakarta23, 2001) and Turkey in the last few
Spanish police de-(The Jakarta Post, May 25, Korean police offic- years. (May 21, IRNA)
tained 47 North Africans who2001) ers and the army are search- This month alone, 29
tried to enter Spain illegally Austrian  police ing for about 20 Asians be-afghans — mostly children
after crossing the hazardougicked up 58 ‘illegal’ immi- lievedto haveillegally entered__naye died from heatstroke
Strait of Gibraltar by boatgrants, of which 52 were Af- the country. Police said theirang dehydration in Pakistan.
overnight. Those detainedyhansandsixIragis, alongthdelongings include Iranian (The Associated Press, May
are being held while arrangeAustria-Slovakia border money. (The Korea Herald,2q, 2001)
ments are made for their ‘rewithin the space of a halfMay 21, 2001) A Somali official said
patriation.’ (The Associatedhour. Itfollowsthe discovery Spain’s Civil Guard that 86 ‘illegal immigrants’
Press, May 25, 2001) on Tuesday by the Austrianarrested 77 North Africanshad drowned after the crew
The Indianimmigra- army of 26 Afghans who hadwho entered the countryille-of 5 poat carrying them to
tion authorities have arrestedlegally entered Austria from gally via the Strait of Gibraltar. vemen forced passengersinto
Afghans for trying to reach Slovakia. Lastweek 92 ‘ille- The arrests bring to 250 thehe sea when the vessel suf-
London to seek political asy-gal'immigrants, half of which number of ‘illegalimmigrants’ fered engine trouble. 70
lum using fake Spanish passwere from Afghanistan, weredetained this week while al-people had been rescued by
ports. The Afghans were realso picked up by policealongtempting to enter Spain.fishing boats, butfive of those
manded to judicial custodythe Austro-Slovakian border.(Panafrican News Agency,saved had since died. The
and sent to Vellore jail. (The(Agence France Presse, Majlay 17, 2001) news followed reports that
Hindu, May 25, 2001) 24, 2001) Immigration officers | jhyan authorities had found
A total of 1,558 for- ltalian police held withthe help of the police andihe decomposed bodies of 93
eignersillegally have enteredhearly 80 people, mostly Al- the army have detained 120xfricanimmigrants whowere
Indonesiasince early lastyegpanians and Kurds of Iragiapparently ‘illegal’ foreigners stranded and died of thirst in
in hopes of reaching a thirdorigin, for illegally entering inanround-up operation heldthe Saharan desert. (Reuters,
country. Director of Immi- the country. (Agence Francen Oshakati, Namibia. (The May 18, 2001)
gration said the ‘illegal’immi- Presse, May 24, 2001) Namibian (via BBC), May South African police
grants were from Iraq, Iran, Mexican authorities 16, 2001) Commissioner dismissed
India, Sri Lanka, Palestine arrested 152 ‘illegal immi- Indonesian authori- c|aims that South African
Somalia and Bahrain. Thegrants’crowdedintothetrailerties have arrested 134 forpglicemen threw 14
last case involved 92 Iragigofacargo truck thatwas trav-eigners who mostly fromlraq, Mozambican ‘illegal migrants’
who were found stranded oreling through the state ofAfghanistan and PakiStanoﬁamovingtrain,whilethey
the North Sumatra sea. IrfChiapas,in southern Mexicoheadingfor Australia. (Agencebeing deported back to
Makassar, South Sulawesito wards the US. Officials France Presse,May17,2001ﬁ/|ozambique_ “The police

135 Pakistani, Iragi and Af-said the immigrants, mostly on board the train performed
ghanswere arrested when thepuatemalan and Salvadoran, * Deaths their tasks admirably, and did
were about to leave for Auswere traveling under “subhu- ahundred per centdelivery of
tralia. InBogor, 193 Iraniansman” conditions. The Cen- Three‘illegalimmi- all the deportees to the

were arrested in Garut, Westral Americans were {0 begrants’ from Iran were killed Mozambican authorities,” the
Java, in September last yeap_romp_tly repatriated. \yhen they stepped on a mingoolice chief affirmed in his
The Director said the UNHCR(Agencia EFE, May 23, 2001)fie|d a the Evros border cross-disclaimer, denying 14 pas-
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sengers were hurled off, leters from Vietnam despite as-riticised over its managemenbbliged to give when propos-
alone died. (Panafrican Newssuring the United Nations it of detention centres after proing to issue deportation or-
Agency, May 16, 2001) would not forcibly send themtests and riots by inmates adlers. Section 5 of the 2000

home. (The Associated Press/Voomera, Port Hedland andict provides that any applica-

* Deportation May 20, 2001) Maribyrnong. The contracttion for leave to seek judicial
covers the Villawood, Perth review of a deportation order
According tothe Au- * Detention Maribyrnong, Woomera, shallnotbe granted unlessthe

Curtinand Port Hedland cenHigh Court is satisfied there
About 21 719 people tres. (The Australian Associ-are substantial grounds for

partment of Home Affairs, a were illegally detained at thet€d Press, May 25, 2001) contending that the decision
total of 181 286 ‘illegal aliens’ Lindela detention centre for o should be quashed. The ap-
were ‘removed’ from the ‘illegal’immigrants between Living Conditions ~ pellants contendthatthe judge
country and returned to theirAugust 1996 and September was wrong in holding that
countries of origin during 1999, onlyto be released once The proposal to ac-Substantial grounds meantthe
1998, compared with a totalthey were identified as Southcommodate people waiting orfase was strong and likely to
of 176 351 during 1997. MostAfrican citizens, according to housing lists in flotels (ships)succeed. The correct mean-
came from Mozambique, the Auditor-General’s latestby Irish Fine Gael deputy!n9, they claimed, was “rea-
Malawi, Lesotho and otherreportfromthe South African leader Jim Mitchellresultedinson_able", “argu_able_” and
countries, which have beerPepartmentof Home Affairs.a row at a party meeting. Weighty”. (ThelrishTimes,
hit by the scourge of war and WOZA (Johannesburg), Mitchell was criticised at theMay 25, 2001)

ditor-General’s latest report
from the South African De-

poverty. (WOZA May 25, 2001) weekly parliamentary party Amnesty Interna-
(Johannesburg), May 25, Refugee groups havemeeting for the proposal thational expressed alarm atpro—
2001) cautiously welcomed a deci-people could be temporarilyPosed new European Union

Namibia’sImmigra- sion to release women andoused for up to two years ifules onimmigrationand asy-
tion Tribunal ordered the de-children from the Woomerathis way. (The Irish Times, lum which the human rights
portation of 109 ‘ilegal aliens’ Detention Centre into the lo-May 24, 2001) watchdog said contravened
rounded up in the past twocal township on a trial basis. A family which fled international standards for
monthsinthe country’s north-(Australian Broadcasting Cor-persecutionin the Middle Eastefugees. The proposals are
eastern part to Angola,poration, May 25,2001)  was detained in Australia fordue to be discussed by justice

Botswana and Zambia. The Australian Fed- five months, leftata Canberr&nd home-affairs ministers
(Panafrican News Agency,eral Government's planto givehostel with no money and surfromthe 15 EU nations Mon-
May 23, 2001) guards the power to stripvived on bread for a month, &ay. Theyinclude acommon

Agroup of 56 people search detained immigrantgefugee advocate said. The§y3'Fen1 of “temporary pro-
trying to enter Italy illegally abovethe age of 10is doomediad now moved interstate of€Ction” inthe eventofalarge
aboard were ‘rescued’ andafter Labour told the Govern-a three-year Temporary Prolnflux qf_refugees fleeing a
taken to Vlora in southernment it would support suchtection Visa. (The Canberrdfomcrisisarea. The EU says
Albania. An agreement be-measures only if there was dimes (Australia), May 21,the rules would guarant_ee
tween Rome and Tirana projudicial inquiry into detention 2001) refugees access to _housmg,
vides for the immediate ‘re-centres. The bill would in- health and education, but
patriation’ of ‘illegal immi- crease the penalty for escap- * Laws / Amnesty International fears
grants’ arriving from Alba- ingfromcentrestofiveyears’ | agislation they could be used to restrict
nia. (Agence France Pressdail and allow x-ray machines Legisiation access for asylum seekers and
May 20, 2001) tobeinstalledin the centresto make it easier for EU nations

Defvi isi Hundreds of legal tp expelrefugees. Amnestyis

Defying pleas from make sure visitors were not :

. . . o . challenges by asylum-seekergiso concerned that proposals
the United Nations, Pakistanbringing ‘weapons’in. (The have been temporarily sus prop
said it will repatriate thou- Sydney Morning Herald, May to crack down on so-called

sands of Afghans who fled25, 2001) pended pending a Supremepeople-smugglers” could

, Court decision on the inter- i iti

drought and civil war. (The Australasian Correctional SerPretation ofimmigrationlegis- help genine refugees escape

. . lation. Atthe core of the cas i i
Associated Press, May 20vices may lose its contract ®langer in their homelands.

2001) after the immigration depart-. the nature of the reasongrhe Associated Press, May

. - : that the Minister for Justice,25 2001)
-ment said it was looking for . 69,
Cambodia has ex 9 Equality and Law Reform is Interior Minister Otto

pelled dozens of asylumseekbetter offers. It has been
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Schily declared himself in should not have been in- filled by asylum seekers whotional Party has been active in
favour of a “sweeping solu-cluded in the “white list” of are prevented fromusing theithe area with a leaflet cam-
tion” with regard to the plannedsafe countries. Any asylum skKills. If asylum seekers canpaign. (The Express (U.K.),
immigration law. The inter- seekerfromsuchaclassifiedhelp to plug the gaps inMay 24, 2001)

ests of the labour market mushation, including Bulgaria, Britain’s professions,theycan United Nations Refugee
be taken into account, just ayprus, Ghana, India, Po- also help fill vacancies for Commissioner Ruud Lubbers
those of demography and infand and Romania, goes unskilled manual jobs. Thedenounced as dangerous what
tegration. At the same time through a“fasttrack” proce- United Nations estimates thahe called the populist rhetoric
he declared himself againstlure and has no right to ap-to keep the working popula-againstrefugees thatis sweep-
broadeningtherightto asylumpeal against the specialtion constant, Britain would ing across Europe. (Reuters,
forvictims of nongovernmen- adjudicator’s decision. needtodoublethe numberofMay 23, 2001)

tal persecution. Instead, SchilyPress Association Friday immigrants from its current The Federation for
called for a tightening of theMay 18, 2001 Electronic level. (The Guardian (U.K.), American Immigration Re-
asylum process and a moré&uardian) May 23, 2001) form, said the Southern Pov-
purposeful practice of depor- The European erty Law Center’s spring re-
tation. (Die Weltweb site (via Union Commission is hop- * Racism port was unfounded in its al-
BBC), May 23, 2001) ing that the next few months legations that his and other
Labour was de- will bring some progress in With the continued 9roupsinthe Coalition forthe

nounced by John Edmondsmovesto develop ajointEU influx of illegal’ immigrants, American Worker have con-
the general secretary of thepolicy on immigration and jncluding Zimbabweans, N€ctions towhite supremacist
GMB union, one of Britain’s asylum. The Commissioner zambians, Angolans anddroups. The law center’s re-
biggest unions for trying to responsible, Portugal'sAn- Namibians into Maun, Portalsosaidthatthe director
outhid the Conservatives ovettonio Vitorino, stands firmin  Botswana, local authorities©f another group in the coali-
who has the toughest antihis expectation that the have launched a major movéion. the American Immigra-
asylum policies. Straw calledLaeken summit in Decem- counter the situation blamingtion Control Foundation, is
for each member of the Eurober will bring agreement them for using ‘our healthJohn Vinson. Vinson is a
pean Union to agree to annuakmong the 15 member statesagilities for their benefit, tak- founding member of the
quotas of asylum-seekers alonajointstrategy. “We have jng jobs away from citizens, L€ague of the South, agroup
lowed to stay in the country.presentedalong listofinitia- and for the ‘recent spate ofthelaw center considers white
(The Independent (U.K.),tives. But the Council was rohbery attacks, accordingSUPremacist. The centeralso
May 21, 2001) able to reach an agreementg the Maun District Commis- SPoke of Numbers USA’s di-
The South African on just two of the eleven sjoner. But a member off€ctor Roy Beck, Washing-
Cabinet approved a frame{roposals.” And these two \Women Against Rape (WAR) ton editor for the Social Con-
work fortheimmigrationbill. were ~ both  ‘pretty said Maun suffersfromamordfact, a publication that “has
(South African Press Agency,uncontroversial:’ the setting serious problem, which isPublished articles by “white
May 16, 2001) up of a data bank for finger rooted in hatred for foreign- Nationalists.” (Des Moines
Thousands of Paki- prints,and ofan EUfundfor ers. (Mmegi/The ReporterRegister, May 16, 2001)
staniimmigrants awaiting de-refugees.  (Handelsblatt (Gaborone, Botswana), May A Dutch minister
portation were given the(Germany), May 18, 2001) 25, 2001) proposedthatthe Netherlands
chance to re-apply for asylum The All Assam Stu- and other European Union

in Britain after aleadingjudge  * Myths dents’ Union in India’s re- Countries encourage more, not
ruled that Jack Straw had acted mote northeast said that if€Wer, migrantstotheirshores

unlawfully. The master ofthe Asylumseekersfind wanted the army to be postedecause of its aging popula-
rolls said that the home secrey paradoxical that they are along the India andtion. He also hoped to en-
tary had erred inlaw and acte§iemonised for “sponging off Bangladesh border to stop th&0urage a more understand-
irrationally by including Paki- the state” when the current entry of ‘illegal’immigrants ing attitude from Dutch citi-
stan in a list of countries con-immigration system prevents from Bangladesh. (The As-2€ns. "We need to distance
sidered safe for the return okhem from working for the sociated Press, May 25, 2001§urselves fromtheideaofthe
immigrants. He ordered theirfirst six months they are in In Sighthill, north of Underprivileged, poorly-edu-
cases be heard by a new spene country, forcingthemto Glasgow city centre, therecated good-for-nothing who
cial adjudicator. But he alsojjye on benefits. Britain hasa have been more than 80 racidf notareal asylum seeker and

ruled that the removal ordersyig shortage of workers in incidents since the beginningVnom we don't want,” Van
were invalid since Pakistaney industries that could be of the year. The British Na-Boxtel said. (Reuters, May
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18, 2001) rights organisations. Shiri isatthe conditionsthey are held2001)

Umberto Bossi, thean Iranian asylum seeker whan,” British bases spokesman Anilliterate 72-year-
xenophobic leader of the farhad been imprisoned for at+old Reuters. One of their keyold woman has beensentenced
right Northern League, saidempting to commit suicide asdemands is to be allowed tato sixmonthsin jail for renting
ltaly’s incoming centre-right a result of his being refusedget into Britain. The Iragis her Singapore home to ‘illegal
governmentwould propose @sylum by the UK Home arrived in Cyprus secretly immigrants.’(The Associated
tough newlaw making ‘illegal Office. His release is the be-earlier this year and have beerPress, May 24, 2001)
immigration’ “a serious ginning of a campaign to se-keptwithinthe British sover- After an ambush at
crime”. The governmentcoacure his right to asylum andeign base area untila decisiorsea and a chase in the jungle,
litionled by mediamogul Silvio prevent his deportation towas made ontheirapplicationSingapore police ‘nabbed’
Berlusconi, to which his partypersecution. In a message téor political asylum. (Reuters, seven Indians and Indonesians
belongs, would base its sughe IFIR-UK Director, Shiri May 16, 2001) who were allegedly trying to
gested immigration law on econveyed his sincere grati- ‘sneak’ into Singapore. Po-
joint proposal presented lastude to those who cam- * Repressive / Re- licespokesmansaid Singapore
year by the Northern Leagu@aigned for his release a”%trictive Measures police arrested 307 ‘illegal
and Berlusconi’s conservaasked for continued support immigrants’ in 2000, and 43

tive Forza Italia party, whichin obtaining his right to pro-
called for stricter repressivdection. (IFIR — UK Branch

measures againstimmigratiorress Release, May 20, 200]{2

including prison sentences of On May 18, the IFIR
upto 18 years for people whe- Denmark Office organised
encouraged illegal immigra-2 demonstration and meetin
tion and a 10-year ban omt the Danish parliament to
entering Italy forimmigrantsprotest that government’s
deported from the countryanti-asylum policies and de

asof April2001. Those found
guilty of trying toiillegally en-
ter Singapore face up to 6
months in jail and a fine of up
t0 6,000 Singapore dollars (dIrs

,300) or three strokes of the
cane. (The Associated Press,
nMay 23,2001)

During his visit to

Asylum applications
Aprildippedto their lowest
velfortwo years. The 5,000
applications lodged in April

epresented a 15% drop fro
he corresponding month in
2000 and the lowest the UK
has seensince April 1999 whe

they stood at4,095. The IargeBerlin Romania’s Interior

(Agence France Presse, Maypand the right to asylum forbacklog of applications also

18, 2001) those fleeing the Islamic re- Minister loan Rus announced
gime, the right to asylum for gz)ogggdr:?}? 1’195.’ from varhis country’sreadinesstotake
* Protests all women fleeing Islamist = N the previous yea “back ‘illegalimmigrants’ who

reaching the lowest level for

10years. (British Broadcast-

ing Corporation, May 25
2001)

renounced their Romanian
citizenship in order to avoid
' the termination of their stay in
Germany for many years.
(DDP news agency, Berlin
(via BBC), May 16, 2001)
Police and the Japan Coast
Guard conducted a joint drill
‘at a port in Kanazawa,
Ishikawa Prefecture, to be
better prepared forillegalim-
migration attempts. (Kyodo
News Service, May 17,2001)

IRAN
IS
UNSAFE

societies, an end to deporta
Protestors converge&'ons and declaring Iran un-

on the German capital for éafe. (IFIR —Denmark, May

three-day protest against the?: 2001) A
restriction in German law on IFIR- Germany has
asylum seekers’ freedom 0(Falled for atwo-week sit-inin

movement. While they await>okhum and Dortmund be-
a final verdict on their appli—glnnlng June protestagainst
@e institutionally racist and

Two men were sen-
tenced to five years in prison
fortryingto smuggle 12 ‘ille-
gal'immigrantsinto Britainin
the back of arefrigerated con

cation, asylum seekers are ~. . tainer packed with meat.
sent to hostels or camps, 01qntl-asylum practices of the(Press Association (U.K.),

tenin extremelyisolated Ioca-Gg';mZ: ?rz]r:)crgies;egsﬂs‘;nﬂay 25, 2001)

tions. They are notallowed t ) iCi -
work. The{/ are not allowed ®@5% 'V:ﬁ‘y 19,’. 2001) o proved ilslﬁktgfgglsfi@ﬁn-
to study. And for as long a egalimmigrants’ 4, duce stricter conditions for

. : mIragwere hurtinscuffles. ™~ :
their case takes to decide nof-0M g were hurtin scuffles ssuing of passports to certair

: : ) i
mally several years they ar%’ :;Tecszi/?]rg;pglgﬁtgl;]rlggsaecitizens of Slovakia “about
obliged to remain within the

S whom there is suspicion” that
boundaries of the local policél'he|nC|dentoccurredyvhen q[hey might try to emigrate
authority. (The Guardiand'©UP ofaboutl5lraqispro- = > R S
. : . ,asmany Romany Slo

(U.K.), May 23, 2001) testedout&deapohcestaﬂor? ks have done. ‘claiming’ t
" Earrokh Shiri was IN the southeast of the islan akshave done, claiming 1o

. , ... be victims of persecution at
released on bail on May 18" anareaborderingon BrmShhome. (CTK news agency.
thanks to the persistent inter

r§overeign base territory.Pral :
: . gue (via BBC), May 24,
vention of numerous civil | €Y Were there protesting
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AUSTRALIA W1 yiu!

Kobra Bahrami
Tel: +61404865421
aus@one.net.au

AZERBAIJAN  oxb,31

Baku Clandestine Officgs'y
Khosro Mohebbi
POBox246

Baku 370,000 Centre

Tel: +99450 3246259

BELGIUM KL 1)
BrusselsOffice ~ JuwSgy
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P.B.1032

Bruxelles 1000, Belgium
Tel:0478904 163

E-mail: Hossein@freegates.

CANADA oLy

National Toronto Office

Homa Arjomand 999
1052 Pape Avenue

P.0.Box 60087

Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3

Tel: +1416-526-1027
homa_arjomand@hotmail.co

Vancouver Office 39599
Fahimeh Sadeghi
POB0x19640
VancouverBCV5T4E7
Tel:+1604 727-8986
Fax:+1604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com

London Office g
Masood Alvand
POBox35131

London, ON N5W 526
Tel:+1519681-7826
Hours: M, W and F
m_alvand@yahoo.com

Ottawa Office 196!

Davood Aram

New Comer Center

218 Argyle St., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4

Tel: +1613-232-9634 ext. 44§
Fax: +1613-232-3660
d_aram@hotmail.com

DENMARK 5 Ll
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234

2300 Kobehhavn S
Denmark

Tel: +452049 3098
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk

ENGLAND ¢y Gl

London Office od
Saeed Arman

BM Box 1919

London WCIN 3XX
England

Tel: +44 7931866985
ifiruk@yahoo.com

CONTACT ADDRESSES

FOR IFIR OFFICES AND MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

FINLAND &M
National Vassa Office

Amir Tavakoli iy
VPN Postrestante
65320 Vaasa

Tel: +358405821776
tavakoli@hotmail.com

Jyvaskyla Office  suSwilg>
Jamal Heydari

PL403

40101 Jyvaskyla

Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante
33560 Tampere

ol

GERMANY

PRational Office
Nasrin Ramazanali
IFIR, Postfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Nyosefi27@aol.com
Mobil: +4901791003 423
Berlin Office  oay»
nmMohsen Satvati
IFIR, Postfach 650149

13301 Berlin
Tel: +49 179290 1390

Bochum Office  pg>g9

VidaBarati

Postfach 150129
44613 Herne

Tel: +4901737334270

E-mail: VidaBarati@aol.com

QWT

Bremen Office oy
Abdollah Cheragali
IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen

Mobil: +49172 177 7030

Darmstadt Office & Guwo 318

Mehrnousch Musawi
Tel: +491757402582
E-mail: mehrnousch@aol.con

Dortmund Office &igeiygs
Bahram Nazarinia

IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund

Tel: 01737334270

Essen Office
Nahid Javadinia
IFIR, Postfach 101728
45017 Essen
Tel:+491724491401

Frankfurt Office & 948319
Shahnaz Moratab
Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurtam Main
Tel: +49695970524
Mobile: +49172971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
E-mail: Nshm44@aol.com

GiessenOffice s

Bijan Shahabi
IFIR
Bahnhof Str. 38

ol

35390 Giessen
E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com

Goettingen Office  Suigs
Ataollah Setayesh
Postfach 2333

37013 Goettingen

E-mail: ataos@gmx.de

HagenOffice &
Amin Soleiman Negad
Postfach 0303

58003 Hagen
Tel: +491794164 651

35390 Giessen
E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com
HannoverOffice g3

Fatemeh Aghai
Tel: +491794164 651

s.asli@planet-interkom.de

Kassel Office  Jw&
Alireza Jamali

IFIR, Mombacher Str. 12
34127 Kassel

Tel/Fax: +495618946 89
Hours:Mon. - Friday (16 - 18)
Fri. (15:30-19:00)

Koeln Office

Ladan Davar

Postfach 1024 31

50464 Kdin

Tel: +49221737032
E-mail: Ladann@aol.com
Mobile: +4917220934 31
Hours: Friday 16:30- 18:30

9w — Suid
Leipzig-Zwickau Office
Mehdi Giasinagad
IFIR, Postfach 101002
04010Leipzig
Mobil: 0172-47 38630

Munster Office  ywigo
Niaz Gaedi

IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Mlinster

E-mail: Ngaedi@aol.com
Tel: +4917327 43686

Pleetenberg o yiudy
Dariush Safa
Ohlerstr. 100
Pleetenberg 58840
Tel: +49179612 1558

Wolfsburg Office  &399339
Josef Haddadi Shahri
Mobil: +49173-8034 318
Fax: +495361779947

oS

GREECE by

Surush Naurasi
P.O.Box 8120
T.K10010

Athens

Greece

Tel: +30 972347071

HOLLAND KT
Weena straat 74518 ol

3013 AL Rotterdam
Tel:0622851734
Fax:01043303002
ifir_holland@hotmail.com
Eindhoven Office  dgual
Fatamah Eqdami
Postbus 1312
5602 BH Eindhoven
Tel: +31627216121
IRAQ s

4 loaku
Soleimaniyeh Office

Jus!

Erbil Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

QLY

Y] P){w‘
Islamabad Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

PAKISTAN

SWEDEN  &igw
National Office

Esmaeil Moloodi

IFRS,Box 11103

404 23 Goteborg

Mobile: +46 70492 0349

Tel: 704920349

E-mail: ifrs@hotmail.com
Sun.,Tue.,Thu., 18:00-20:00
Korosh Khosravi gouS’
Gimo

Flykting Rdet

Box55

74702 Gimo

Tel: +46 07048567 33
0173-40383

Goteborg Office
Avat Sadeghi
IFRS,Box 11103
404 23 Goteborg
Tel: +46 739162415

S99

Linkoping Office  Suguid
Habib Moradi

IFR,Box 8001

58008 Linkdping

Malmo Office
FakhriNaderi
IFRBox 17563
20010 Malmo
Tel/Fax: +46 0406116109

sl

Stockholm Office  pleSuw!
Rahim Yazdanparast
IFR,Box 1172

172 24 Sundbyberg
+46739802311

TURKEY

Clandestine Offices
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

Member Organizations

g gt Sle b

CHALR. o - Syl
New York - USA

Sogand Saadat

GPO, P.0O.Box 7051
New York,NY 10116
Tel:1-212-747-1046
Fax:1-212-425-7260
chairngo@aol.com

Victoria’s Iranian-Canadian
Centre
U3 POOL Ll il (P’
Abbas Mohammadi
VICC-ICA#200
930 Balmoral Road
Victoria, BC V8T 1A8
Canada
Tel: 250-388-4728
Fax: 250-386-4395
vicc22@hotmail.com

IFIR Secretariat

P.O. Box 27236
London N112ZF
England

Tel: (+44) 7730 107 337
Fax: (+44) 208 8139734

ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Secretariat
Maryam Namazie
Executive Director

Farshad Husseini
Deputy Director

Keyvan Javid, Editor,
Hambastegi Farsi

Other Members:

Siamak Amjadi
Javad Aslani

Ladan Davar

Niaz Ghaedi
Mehrnousch Musawi
Ramin Niakan

Habib Nesouhi
Nasrin Ramazanali
Amir Tavakoli

www.hambastegi.org



