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Several Successes
In the past week, three cam-
paigns initiated by the IFIR to
stop the deportation of Ira-
nian asylum seekers from
Turkey, Germany and Greece
were successful.

In Turkey, Parvin and Eghbal
Tabeie whose case file had
been closed by the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and

were facing deportation to Iran
were granted resettlement by
the Canadian government.
IFIR had spent months advo-
cating on their behalf.

In Greece, two of the three
remaining detained Iranian
asylum seekers were
recognised as refugees.  IFIR’s
campaign will continue until
all three are released from

prison where they were held
after being arrested for pro-
testing against the UNHCR’s
policies in Greece.

In Germany, the IFIR-Ger-
man Branch’s campaign to
free Helen Moosavi
Mobarekeh, an Iranian
woman asylum seeker fleeing
stoning to death, who was
detained pending deportation,

succeeded.

The lives of several asylum
seekers in three different coun-
tries, all on the verge of being
brutally repressed, were
saved.  These small victories
are the result of the efforts of
all those who supported and
joined IFIR’s campaigns on
their behalf.

Woman’s Deportation to Stoning Stopped
Last week, the IFIR-Ger-

man Branch’s campaign suc-
ceeded in obtaining the re-
lease of Helen Moosavi
Mobarekeh from detention
where she was being held
pending deportation to Iran.

On April 23, Mobarekeh, an
Iranian asylum seeker, who
fled Iran to Germany to
escape death by stoning for
having a voluntary sexual
was arrested by the German
police after the government’s

issuance of a deportation
order.  She was transferred
to a prison housing those
awaiting deportation.

Via telephone on April 30,
Mobarekeh revealed that she
had been forced to sign a
form for the issuance of the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s
travel documents facilitating
her deportation to Iran.  She
was then transferred to
solitary confinement and
went on hunger strike. IFIR

activists contacted
Mobarekeh and convinced
her to end her hunger strike
(seen as a negative form of
resistance in such situations
causing harm to the refugee)
and focus on a campaign of
positive resistance to
overturn her deportation
order.

On May 4, IFIR-Germany
organised a picket outside the
prison where Mobarekeh
was held and protested
against the German
government’s policy of
refusing asylum to the victims
of persecution. An IFIR
activist and a representative
from an anti racist
organisation met with

Mobarekeh and conducted
an interview with her. The
text of the interview was
sent to all media outlets in
Hanover. A petition
protesting Mobarekeh’s
deportation was also sent out
to 300 members of the
German parliament.
Furthermore, IFIR-German
branch sent a letter
condemning the German
government’s forcible veiling
of Mobarekeh to meet the
Iranian government’s
requirements for the
issuance of a travel
document.  Last week,
Mobarekeh was released
from prison.  IFIR’s
campaign will continue until
she obtains protection.
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Several months ago, asylum
seekers in a number of
camps held sit-ins to demand
their right to asylum and the
Swedish government’s
deeming of Iran as an unsafe
country.  They warned that
they would take additional
steps should their demands
not be addressed.

Iranians Protest Swedish Policies
As a result of the Swedish
government’s inaction and to
highlight their plight, Iranian
asylum seekers have begun
another series of sit-ins to
protest the Swedish
government’s inhuman asy-
lum policies.  Sit-ins have
already been organized in

Gimo and Malmo.  The IFIR
-Sweden Branch is actively
engaged in these sit-ins and
is determined to organise and
mobilise Iranian asylum seek-
ers and progressive people
and organizations in their de-
fense and against the brutal
Swedish asylum system.

Online Demonstration against Deportation
This is a call to massively and simultaneously block the entrance to the website of Lufthansa
Airlines, in protest to its business of deporting large numbers of asylum seekers back to
persecution.  The protest will be held in early summer of 2001.

How will this protest work? Well, just like a sit-in, but using the net. If a lot of people log
themselves into the website of Lufthansa at the same time, the entrance to this publicly
displayed webpage can be blocked due to overload.

Is it really that simple?  Of course, within limits. The company has an enormous computer
capacity to serve its presence in the net and is therefore able to ‘’digest’’ a great amount of
requests at the same time.  That is why we will provide a user-friendly protest-software,
which will make it possible to keep the computers of Lufthansa busy by using an automatic
inquiry.  Our aim is to show massive and international criticism of the Lufthansa Airlines

deportation business.

For more information, contact: online-
demo@gmx.net (or call) 0177-5029083.

http://go.to/online-demo
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* Arrests

In the biggest ‘catch’ of its
kind in nine years, 57 ‘illegal’
immigrants including eight
women, Romanian border
police apprehended 13 chil-
dren and 36 men from Af-
ghanistan, China and Sierra
Leone as they attempted to
illegally cross the border into
Hungary. (The Associated
Press, May 9, 2001)

British police were today
questioning suspected ‘ille-
gal’ immigrants after a yacht
from Lithuania docked at an
east coast port.  Nine men
and four women were found
in what are described as
fairly cramped conditions.
“Five men were arrested for
the facilitation of ‘illegal’
entry into the UK and are in
custody at Ipswich police
station. “Four women and
two men were arrested for
‘illegal’ entry into the UK
and are in custody at
Felixstowe.” (Press Asso-
ciation (U.K.), May 7, 2001)

Turkish security forces cap-
tured 55 ‘illegal’ immigrants
in the eastern province of
Agri as nearly 500 others
detained earlier at sea re-
mained in custody.  The 55
‘illegals,’ all of them Iraqi
nationals, were detained
when police stopped a truck
on a highway in Agri and
discovered them.  Mean-
while nearly 500 ‘illegal’ im-
migrants, who were captured
on a cargo ship in the Sea of
Marmara, remained in cus-
tody in the town of Gebze,

International Refugee News
several kilometers (miles)
southeast of Istanbul. Press
reports said they included
nationals of Turkey, Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon,
Syria and Sudan. (Agence
France Presse, May 6, 2001)

Five suspected ‘illegal’
immigrants - 34 males, 22
females and 12 children aged
under 10 - had to be
‘rescued’ by Australian
Customs after the boat they
were travelling in ran
aground off Western
Australia’s far north coast.
(The Australian Associated
Press, May 6, 2001)

Hungarian border patrols ar-
rested 34 border violators and
two human smugglers along
the Ukrainian and Romanian
borders in Szabolcs-Szatmar-
Bereg County (NE Hungary)
over the weekend. (Hungar-
ian News Agency (MTI),
May 4, 2001)

A boat carrying 185 ‘illegal’
immigrants from Afghanistan
on their way to Australia, as
drifted ashore in Indonesia’s
Sumbawa Island.  (Agence
France Presse, May 3, 2001)

British police and immigra-
tion officers detained more
than 20 suspected ‘illegal’
immigrants in Southampton
when they stopped vehicles.
(Press Association (U.K.),
May 2, 2001)

The police chiefs of Malay-
sia and Thailand resolved to
step up border patrols be-
tween the two countries to

stem firearms smuggling and
‘illegal’ immigrants.  ‘Illegal’
immigrants from Myanmar,
Nepal and Bangladesh were
making their way to Malay-
sia through Thailand. (The
Associated Press, May 2,
2001)

A fishing boat carrying 23
‘illegal’ immigrants from Iraq
has been intercepted off
Cyprus and turned away.  The
UN refugee agency does not
approve of intercepting the
boats and turning them away.
The agency believes the prac-
tice deprives possible refu-
gees of a chance of a fair
asylum hearing. (Reuters,
May 1, 2001)

* Deaths

Three ‘illegal’ immigrants
from Somalia died and 10
others were injured when a
minibus carrying them from
Bucharest to the Hungary-
Romania border crashed into
a river in northwestern Ro-
mania. (Agence France
Presse, May 7, 2001)

A 27-year-old Nigerian man,
held for months in a detention
centre in Switzerland after
being refused asylum, died
Tuesday after a struggle with
police ordered to forcibly re-
patriate him.  Police said the
man, who was not identified,
‘resisted’ attempts by the two
officers to handcuff him prior
to escorting him to Zurich
airport.  After finally closing
the cuffs, the officers found
the Nigerian was not moving
or breathing. The Nigerian

had been detained in the cen-
tre since March, when he
refused to voluntarily return
to Nigeria after having his
asylum request turned down.
(Agence France Presse,
May 1, 2001)

* Deportation

Spanish Police and coast
guard agents detained an-
other 79 Africans as a wave
of ‘illegal’ immigration to
Europe’s southern tip went
into a second day.  The de-
tentions brought the total of
migrants in custody this week
to 248, and police had begun
deportation procedures for
the group. (The Associated
Press, May 9, 2001)

A Sri Lankan refugee who
fled his homeland after being
hung from his thumbs, nearly
suffocated, shackled and
whipped by Tamil rebels is
challenging an order by Hong
Kong Secretary of Security
to deport him.  The 27-year-
old refugee, identified only as
Prabakar, was on a transit
stop between Bangkok and
Manila on January 4, 1999,
when he was searched and
arrested by Hong Kong im-
migration officers after they
found him carrying a fake
Canadian passport.  He was
jailed for six weeks with a
recommendation he be de-
ported back to Sri Lanka,
despite his pleas he would be
persecuted.  However, for
the next 11 months, while
Prabakar was held in Victoria
Prison awaiting answers on
his requests for refugee sta-
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tus, the government held fast,
maintaining “his presence in
Hong Kong is undesirable”.
It only changed its mind, in
December 1999, after the
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), following three
previous rejections, granted
Prabakar full refugee status
and had him released. Even
then, the government insisted
that Prabakar should be de-
ported to another country for
resettlement.  (Hong Kong
iMail, May 8, 2001)

Iran admitted publicly for the
first time yesterday that a
fresh wave of 200,000 Af-
ghan refugees had crossed
its borders in recent months
but warned the international
community it could deport
many if no aid was given.
Western aid workers said
Iran was already deporting
several hundred a day
through its Dogharoun bor-
der crossing while others
were being detained and
placed in camps.  Hassanali
Ebrahimi, the senior Iranian
official in charge of refugees,
disclosed the figure of 200,000
to the Financial Times during
a visit to the border province
of Khorasan by Ruud Lub-
bers, the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees. Hun-
dreds of refugees continue to
cross the 1,000km border
with Iran each week. (The
Financial Times (U.K.), May
1, 2001)

* Detention

‘Illegal’ immigrants went on
strike in the Port Hedland
detention centre this week,
seeking improved payment
and fewer hours working in

the facility’s kitchen.  In ex-
change for work, detainees
are given coupons.  The asy-
lum seekers had been refus-
ing to work in a bid to have
their hours reduced from 12
to eight - or get overtime
after eight hours.  They also
wanted work for everyone in
the centre who wanted it, not
just those selected by
Australasian Correctional
Management (ACM).  He
said detainees had gone on
strike last month and were
given a pay rise approxi-
mately equivalent to $8 an
hour, but had recently gone
on strike again and achieved
the equivalent of $10 an hour.
(The Australian Associated
Press, May 10, 2001)

A prestigious British medical
journal has accused
Australia of abusing
refugees by jailing them in
remote detention centres like
Woomera while their
applications for asylum are
heard.  The Lancet said
Australia had spent much
time and money on
recreating a climate of fear
and persecution in its
detention centres which
could leave refugees, many
of whom had already been
tortured and abused in their
home countries, permanently
psychologically scarred. The
journal said psychological
distress among inmates was
reflected in suicide attempts,
acts of mass violence, group
breakouts, rioting, the burning
of facilities, and sporadic
hunger strikes - most of
which have occurred at
Australian centres. (The
Australian Associated Press,
May 4, 2001)

All parties at the Welsh As-
sembly attacked the UK
Home Office policy of de-
taining asylum seekers in
prison. (Press Association
(U.K.), May 3, 2001)

During the first four months
of 2001 alone, more ‘illegal’
immigrants have been de-
tained in Austria than during
the whole of 1995.  The num-
ber of detentions has steadily
increased over the past
months from 1 to 29 April 871
persons were detained. (Der
Standard, Vienna (via BBC),
May 1, 2001)

Former prime minister
Malcolm Fraser called for a
judicial inquiry into Australia’s
treatment of refugees and
asylum seekers.  Fraser said
Australia was failing to fulfil
its international obligations in
its treatment of refugees. (The
Australian Associated Press,
May 2, 2001)

The Irish Government’s le-
gal provisions for asylum-
seekers fell seriously short of
international law on human
rights, an audit by Amnesty
International Irish Section has
stated.  In the audit, Amnesty
proposed the State refrained
from detaining asylum-seek-
ers on grounds, which the
organisation considered did
not comply with the Euro-
pean Convention on Human
Rights.  (The Irish Times,
May 1, 2001)

* Living Conditions

The government’s policy of
dispersing asylum seekers
around Britain is in “com-
plete meltdown”, with thou-
sands refusing to leave Lon-

don or returning to the capital
immediately after they have
been sent elsewhere.  In the
12 months since the compul-
sory dispersal system was
introduced, about 14,000 asy-
lum seekers have not shown
up for coaches supposed to
take them to new locations.
(The Times (of London), April
29, 2001)

* Laws / Legislation

The South African home af-
fairs department capitulated
in a Pretoria High Court chal-
lenge to its controversial asy-
lum policy, handing a victory
to Lawyers for Human
Rights (LHR).  The LHR
took Masetlha, Home Affairs
Minister Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and the
department’s standing com-
mittee for refugees to court
over a circular issued by
Masetlha, which ordered bor-
der authorities to turn back or
detain asylum seekers who
travel to SA via safe
neighbouring countries.  In
the settlement agreement,
which has been made an or-
der of the court, the depart-
ment undertook to inform
border authorities within 24
hours that the circular had
been “withdrawn”.  The
LHR claimed the circular
contravened the Refugee
Act, which compels border
authorities to allow people
into SA to make a formal
asylum application. (Business
Day (South Africa), May 10,
2001)

The federal government will
re-think immigration laws on
the grounds that the courts
are too generous in dealing
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with refugees.  Immigration
Minister Philip Ruddock to-
day confirmed he was look-
ing at a package of possible
changes to the law relating to
the definition of refugees, to
bring it back into line with the
Refugees Convention.  Rud-
dock has ordered his depart-
ment to draw up new laws,
restricting the power of
judges to rule in favour of
refugee applicants seeking to
stay in Australia.  Earlier this
week the opposition warned
that the government plan to
rein in favourable court deci-
sions on immigration appeals
could be unconstitutional.  At
the same time the Law Coun-
cil of Australia said its mem-
bers must be able to operate
without political interference.
(The Australian Associated
Press, May 10, 2001)

Elinor Caplan, the Minister
of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion, has agreed to demands
from an all-party Commons
committee to water down
proposed legislation that
would have given sweeping
powers to immigration offic-
ers to deport permanent resi-
dents without appeal.  (Na-
tional Post (Canada), May 9,
2001)

A security loophole has been
closed by France to prevent
‘illegal’ immigrants using the
Eurostar Channel trains.  The
law will allow British immi-
gration officers to check the
passports of passengers
boarding the trains in Paris,
and for French counterparts
to do the same in London.  At
present, passengers who
board the train at Paris Gare
du Nord with a ticket to an
intermediate stop near the

French port of Calais do not
undergo passport checks.
The law, due to take effect
this summer, aims to close a
loophole that has allowed up
to 400 ‘illegal’ immigrants a
month to enter Britain at
London’s Waterloo station
and claim political asylum.
French approval for the tight-
ened checks follows agree-
ment at a summit in February
between President Jacques
Chirac and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair. (CNN,
May 3, 2001)

A U.S. Senate subcommit-
tee is reviewing the US’ asy-
lum policies.  The
subcommittee’s interest im-
migrant advocates say is the
latest sign that Congress and
the courts are having second
thoughts about sweeping
changes made five years ago
to the nation’s immigration
system.  The U.S. Supreme
Court is considering two chal-
lenges to the legality of those
changes, which have sent
thousands of non-citizens to
jail. On Capitol Hill, mean-
while, lawmakers are push-
ing changes to protect fami-
lies from being broken up by
deportation. Another bill in
the House would reduce the
number of crimes requiring
deportation, reinstate judicial
review for immigration cases
and end mandatory detention
for people convicted of seri-
ous crimes. The sponsor is
Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif.
(The Dallas Morning News,
May 3, 2001)

* Myths

Immigrant investors have put
$2.5 billion into the Canadian
economy in the past five

years, according to a study
by the federal immigration
department. “They have con-
tributed to the economic de-
velopment of every Cana-
dian province and territory,”
says the November 2000
study by research manager
Martha Justus.  “They have
been responsible for the main-
tenance and creation of thou-
sands of jobs.”  The study
says immigrant entrepreneurs
created more than 30,000
jobs in Canada between 1995
and 1998. (The Toronto Sun,
May 9, 2001)

A major study of ‘illegal’
immigrants has found that
almost all of them come to
Britain with the intention of
finding work, contrary to the
popular image of new arriv-
als in search of generous
benefits.   Asylum seekers,
who are registered on ar-
rival, are largely prevented
from working. (The Observer
(U.K.), April 29, 2001)

* Numbers

The numbers of Afghan asy-
lum-seekers spreading out
beyond the neighbouring
countries, Pakistan and Iran,
has climbed dramatically,
especially over the past four
years as conditions inside
Afghanistan have continued
to deteriorate. In all, during
2000, Afghans applied for
asylum in, at least, 68 coun-
tries across the world. Eu-
rope, in particular, has seen a
very steep increase in num-
bers with the arrival rate al-
most doubling in the past two
years. (Pakistan Press Inter-
national, May  9, 2001)

* Racism

Forty per cent of people
would be reluctant to wel-
come travelers, asylum seek-
ers or members of ethnic
minorities as neighbours, ac-
cording to a survey published
by Amnesty International to
coincide with a new cam-
paign against racism.  Al-
most half of those questioned
said that people should be
prosecuted for racial abuse,
and three-quarters agreed the
Government had a responsi-
bility to educate the public
about racism. (The Irish
Times, May 11, 2001)

Laurence Robertson, the
British MP for Tewkesbury
who had promised that he
would not repeat his contro-
versial views on race, reiter-
ated his warning that Britain
is a “crowded island” which
is “struggling to come to
terms with mass immigra-
tion.”  His remarks, less than
24 hours after he signed an
anti-racism pledge drawn up
by the Tory whips, came in
an article for the
Gloucestershire Echo. (The
Guardian (U.K.), May 4,
2001)

Immigration officers have
been given permission by the
UK Home Office to “dis-
criminate” against a named
list of ethnic groups, namely
Tamils, Kurds, Pontic
Greeks, Roma, Somalis, Al-
banians, Afghans and ethnic
Chinese. Home Office offi-
cials were at pains to say the
move was not a matter of
“race” but of “nationality”
and “ethnic origin”.  The de-
cision was taken as a result
of last month’s extension of
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race relations laws to cover
immigration officials. A Home
Office spokeswoman said: “It
was recognised that it was
necessary to discriminate on
the grounds of nationality or
ethnic origin. The alternative
is to subject all passengers of
every nationality to the same
degree of examination at im-
migration control, which would
lead to significant delays and
inconvenience.”  The list of
targeted groups will be re-
viewed every month and
based on “specific intelligence”
or “statistical evidence”. (The
Independent (U.K.), May 4,
2001)

Scotland’s largest council is
to launch a propaganda drive
on behalf of asylum seekers
after an incident left two Pal-
estinian refugees hospitalised.
Glasgow City Council plans to
distribute several thousand
newsletters to residents in the
Sighthill area to “sell” them
the idea of asylum seekers
and improve their public im-
age. (The Scotsman, May 2,
2001)

* Protests

The Seoul Kyonggi Inchon
Region Equality Trade Union
(SKIRETU), a local trade
union in Korea is pushing to
form a union for migrant work-
ers to pave the way for un-
documented laborers to stand
up for their rights in the work-
place even though the current
law bans foreigners from form-
ing a union.  So far, more than
100 foreigners, mainly undocu-
mented workers and indus-
trial trainees, have joined the
union. (The Korea Times,
May 11, 2001)

* Repressive / Restric-
tive Measures

Seven people have been con-
victed in The Netherlands for
trafficking ‘‘illegal’’ Chinese
immigrants.  Two other de-
fendants were found not
guilty. They were all arrested
after 58 immigrants were
found dead in a truck at Do-
ver, England.  Two defen-
dants received nine -year
sentences and were fined
97,000 guilders ($38,000).
The others received sen-
tences ranging from 30
months to seven years.
(CNN, May 11, 2001)

Future immigrants hoping to
remain in Germany would be
obliged to take compulsory
language and culture lessons,
and even pass tests, if the
opposition Christian
Democrats CDU and their
Bavarian sister party,
Christian Socialist Union,
come to power after
elections next year. (The
Financial Times (U.K.), May
11, 2001)

Indonesia and Australia have
agreed to increase
cooperation in the battled
against groups that organise
the traffic of ‘‘illegal’’
immigrants to the country.
The Indonesian police had
already helped to curb the
flow of to Australia. (Asia
Pulse, May 11, 2001)

A boat carrying 136 sus-
pected ‘‘illegal’’ immigrants
has been intercepted off
Christmas Island, bringing the
number of ‘boat people’ to
arrive in Australian waters
this year to more than 1800.

The 131 passengers - all male
and of Middle Eastern origin
- and five crew were de-
tected off Australia’s north-
west coast.  An Immigration
Department spokeswoman
said they would be taken to
the mainland for questioning
and customs and quarantine
checks. Last year there were
1128 arrivals between Janu-
ary and the end of May.
Immigration Minister Philip
Ruddock said that coopera-
tion from Middle East coun-
tries and Indonesia had re-
duced the flow of ‘boat
people.’ (The Age (Austra-
lia), May 11, 2001)

The Garda National Immi-
gration Bureau is to be ex-
panded significantly in an at-
tempt to combat trafficking
in Ireland.  The bureau has
direct responsibility for im-
migration duties at Dublin
Airport and indirect respon-
sibility for more than 200
gardaí with immigration du-
ties at other points of entry to
the State.  It also carries out
deportations and provides a
registration service for non-
nationals. It has liaison offic-
ers in London and Paris. (The
Irish Times, Thursday, May
10, 2001)

Pakistan is not going to grant
refugee status to some
150,000 Afghans who ille-
gally crossed into Pakistan
from last autumn, fleeting
from drought and a civil war.
The Pakistani federal authori-
ties refused to make conces-
sions to the United Nations in
matters of opening the bor-
der to all refugees, their reg-
istration and temporary ac-
commodation in special

camps in Pakistan’s territory.
Islamabad believes that most
Afghans who have no re-
quired documents on them
are migrants for economic
reasons. (Itar-Tass, May 10,
2001)

Airline passengers will be met
by immigration hit squads the
moment the plane doors open
and asked for their papers as
part of an “in your face”
asylum strategy to be imple-
mented by a new Conserva-
tive government.  Ann
Widdecombe, the Shadow
Home Secretary, is deter-
mined to make an issue of
her plans to strengthen Tory
asylum policy and has made
clear that she will not be
knocked off course by the
race row, which has dam-
aged others in the party.  (The
London Times (U.K.), May
7, 2001)

A Welsh Assembly member
has called for an inquiry fol-
lowing claims that a group of
asylum seekers were hand-
cuffed after being taken to a
Welsh hospital for TB tests.
(British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration, May 4, 2001)

Immigration Minister Elinor
Caplan argued that Canada
would be flooded with fraudu-
lent passports and false iden-
tity documents if customs
officials were stripped of their
power to open mail from
abroad.  Vigorously defend-
ing a practice that has been
denounced as an invasion of
privacy, Caplan said the law
empowering customs agents
to open mail and pass any
suspect documents to the
Immigration Department has
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resulted in the seizure of 4,000
pieces of fraudulent docu-
ments since 1995. (The
Calgary Herald, May 1, 2001)

In “Ireland: An Audit of Hu-
man Rights Compliance
2000”, compiled by the Am-
nesty International Irish sec-
tion, the state was found to
have fallen short on meeting
a number of international trea-
ties covering freedom from
ill-treatment and the right to a
fair trial.  Its legal provisions
for asylum seekers also fall
seriously short of international
law. (Press Association
(U.K.), April 30, 2001

On May 26, 2001, Namazie will be speaking at
the National Civil Rights Movement’s Spring
Conference entitled ‘Building a United Future’
at 9.30am at Highfields Youth and Community
Centre, 96 Melbourne Road, Leicester LE2
ODS, UK.

The conference includes panels and sessions
on: an appraisal of family campaigns, post-
Macpherson racism and resistance, setting out
our priorities, Britain’s colour bars, building an
anti-racist trade union network, fighting racism
against asylum seekers; post-Macpherson: para-
dise or nightmare, racism in schools and educa-
tion, and a public rally. Other speakers at the
conference include: Suresh Grover, Imran Khan,
Maxie Hayles, Jon McKenzie, Gareth Pierce,
Mike Mansfield, Tony Benn MP, Arun
Kundnani, Jabez Lam and union representa-
tives. For more information and to book places,
visit the website at: http://www.ncrm.org.uk/
conference or contact: Halima Mohamed, Na-
tional Civil Rights Movement, Tel: 020 8574
0818 / 020 8843 2333, Fax: 020 8813 9734, E-
mail: info@ncrm.org.uk.

BUILDING A UNITED FUTURE

Stop Deportation

from India
Abbas Rezai (25 years old)
and Ghafor Zarin (28 years
old), two Iranian asylum
seekers born in Iranian
Kurdistan were arrested and
imprisoned by the Indian au-
thorities in Mumbai, India in
February 2001. Both are
former political prisoners who
will face torture and cruel
and inhuman treatment and
punishment should they be
deported to Iran.  The two
are at serious risk of deporta-
tion to Iran. IFIR calls on
progressive groups and indi-
viduals to write to the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees demanding that
they be granted refugee rec-
ognition and resettlement to
a safe third country and to
the Indian embassies in vari-
ous countries demanding that
they be released and their
deportation stopped.  Office
of the UNHCR Chargé de
Mission in India
P.O. Box 3135, New Delhi
110003, India
Tel: 0091 114 616 038
Fax: 0091 114 620 137
E-mail: indne@unhcr.ch.
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CONTACT ADDRESSES
FOR IFIR OFFICES AND  MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

AUSTRALIA ��������
Kobra Bahrami
Tel: +61 404 865 421
aus@one.net.au

AZERBAIJAN   ��	
���
�
Baku Clandestine Office ����
Khosro Mohebbi
PO Box 246
Baku 370,000 Centre
Tel: +99 450 3246259

BELGIUM �����
���
Brussels Office  ���������
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P. B. 1032
Bruxelles 1000, Belgium
Tel: 0478 904 163
E-mail: Hossein@freegates.be

CANADA       ������
National Toronto Office

Siamak Amjadi    �������
1052 Pape Avenue
P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3
Tel: +1 416-526-1027
siamak_amjadi@yahoo.ca

Homa Arjomand������������������
1052 Pape Avenue
P.O. Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3
Tel: +1 416-526-1027
homa_arjomand@hotmail.com

Vancouver  Office  ���������
Fahimeh Sadeghi
PO Box 19640
Vancouver BC V5T 4E7
Tel: +1 604 727-8986
Fax: +1 604 727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com

London Office     �����
Masood Alvand
PO Box 35131
London, ON N5W 5Z6
Tel: +1 519 681-7826
Hours: M, W and F
m_alvand@yahoo.com
Ottawa Office  ��������
Davood Aram
New Comer Center
218 Argyle St., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4
Tel: +1 613-232-9634  ext. 448
Fax: +1 613-232-3660
 d_aram@hotmail.com

DENMARK        �������
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234
2300 Kobehhavn S
Denmark
Tel: +45 2049 3098
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk

ENGLAND  ������ ��

London Office  ���������
Saeed Arman
BM Box 1919
 London WCIN 3XX
 England
Tel: +44 7931866985
ifiruk@yahoo.com

FINLAND  ����!�"
National  Vassa Office
Amir Tavakoli   ����
VPN Postrestante
65320 Vaasa
Tel:  +358 405821776
tavakoli@hotmail.com

Jyvaskyla Office ��!������#
Jamal  Heydari
PL 403
40101 Jyvaskyla

Tampere Office ������$%��
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante
33560 Tampere

GERMANY  �������&�

National Office
Nasrin Ramazanali
IFIR,  Postfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Nyosefi27@aol.com
Mobil: +49 0179 1003 423

Berlin Office  ���'����
Mohsen Satvati
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin
Tel: +49 179 290 1390

Bochum Office ���(�)��
Vida Barati
Postfach 150129
44613 Herne
Tel: +49 01737334270
E-mail: VidaBarati@aol.com

Bremen Office  ��'%��
Abdollah Cheragali
IFIR, Postfach 104460
28044 Bremen
Mobil: +49 172 177 7030
Darmstadt Office �*��+%���
Mehrnousch Musawi
Tel: +49 175 740 2582
E-mail: mehrnousch@aol.com
Dortmund Office   ��������
Bahram Nazarinia
IFIR, Postfach 18206
44362 Dortmund
Tel: 0173 733 4270
Essen Office            '��
Nahid Javadinia
IFIR, Postfach 101728
45017 Essen
Tel: +49 1724491401
Frankfurt Office  �*��,����"
Shahnaz Moratab

Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurt am Main
Tel: +49 69 59 70 524
Mobile: +49 172 971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
E-mail: Nshm44@aol.com

Giessen Office  ���'��-
Bijan Shahabi
IFIR
Bahnhof Str. 38
35390 Giessen
E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com

Goettingen Office����' ����-
Ataollah   Setayesh
Postfach 2333
37013 Göettingen
E-mail: ataos@gmx.de

Hagen Office  ���'-�.
Amin Soleiman Negad
Postfach 0303
58003 Hagen
Tel: +49 179 41 64 651

35390 Giessen
E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com

Hannover Office  ����"���.
Fatemeh Aghai
Tel: +49 179 41 64 651
s.asli@planet-interkom.de

Kassel Office  ��������
Alireza Jamali
IFIR, Mombacher Str. 12
34127 Kassel
Tel/Fax: +49 561 89 46 89
Hours:Mon. - Friday (16 - 18)
Fri.  (15:30 - 19:00)

Koeln  Office������'��
Ladan Davar
Postfach 10 24 31
50464 Köln
Tel: +49 221 73 70 32
E-mail: Ladann@aol.com
Mobile: +49 172 209 34 31
Hours: Friday 16:30 - 18:30
����������������
���/�0
1$��
Leipzig-Zwickau Office
Mehdi Giasinagad
IFIR, Postfach 101002
04010 Leipzig
Mobil: 0172- 47 38 630

Munster  Office     ������%
Niaz Gaedi
IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Münster
E-mail: Ngaedi@aol.com
Tel: +49 173 27 43 686

Pleetenberg     �2�3����4
Dariush Safa
Ohlerstr. 100
Pleetenberg 58840
Tel: +49 179 612 1558

Wolfsburg Office��2���1���
Josef Haddadi Shahri
Mobil: +49 173- 80 34 318
Fax: +49 5361 779947

GREECE             ����

Surush Naurasi

P. O. Box   8120
T.K10010
Athens
Greece
Tel: + 30 972347071

HOLLAND  �������.
Parisa Pouyandeh

Weena straat 745    (�����%�
3013 AL Rotterdam
Tel: 0622 851 734
Fax: 010 4330 3002

Eindhoven Office�����������

Fatamah Eqdami
Postbus 1312
5602 BH Eindhoven
Tel: +31 627216121

IRAQ ����5��6
������������������7�������
Soleimaniyeh Office
�������������������������
Erbil  Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

PAKISTAN ����������4
���������������������(!��
Islamabad Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

SWEDEN  ������8��
National Office
Esmaeil Moloodi
IFRS, Box 11103
404 23 Göteborg
Mobile: +46 70 492 0349
Tel: 704920349
E-mail: ifrs@hotmail.com
Sun.,Tue.,Thu., 18:00 -20:00

Korosh Khosravi          ���-
Gimo
Flykting Rdet
Box 55
747 02 Gimo
Tel:  + 46  0704 85 67 33
 0173- 40 383

Göteborg Office
Avat Sadeghi            9��3��

IFRS, Box 11103
404 23 Göteborg
Tel: +46 739162415

Linköping Office    0��4�+���
Habib Moradi
IFR, Box 8001
580 08 Linköping

Malmö Office  ��������&�%
Fakhri Naderi
IFR Box 17563
20010 Malmö
Tel/Fax:  +46 040 611 6109

Stockholm Office     :�;����
Rahim Yazdanparast
IFR, Box 1172
172 24 Sundbyberg
+46 739802311

TURKEY
Clandestine Offices
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

Member Organizations
�������"��<6�9�;��%=��

C.H.A.I.R.  ����	
��-���
�%�
New York - USA
Sogand Saadat
GPO,  P. O. Box 7051
New York, NY 10116
Tel: 1-212-747-1046
Fax: 1-212-425-7260
chairngo@aol.com

Victoria’s Iranian-Canadian
Centre
�
����
��>
�������������
�������
Abbas Mohammadi
VICC- ICA #200

930 Balmoral Road
Victoria, BC V8T 1A8
Canada

Tel: 250-388-4728
Fax: 250-386-4395
vicc22@hotmail.com

P.O. Box  27236
London  N112ZF
England
Tel: (+44) 7730 107 337
Fax: (+44) 208 813 9734

ifir@ukonline.co.uk

IFIR Secretariat

Secretariat
Maryam Namazie
      Executive Director
Farshad Husseini
     Deputy Director
Keyvan Javid, Editor,
     Hambastegi Farsi
Other Members:
Siamak Amjadi
Javad Aslani
Mehrnousch Musawi
Ramin Niakan
Nasrin Ramazanali
Amir Tavakoli

www.hambastegi.org


