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Iranians at risk of Deportation from Greece

11 Iranian asylum seekergaeed Heydary, Mehdisentprotestletterstothe Greelonly a strong international
arrested on April 4, 2001 anghamazani, Hassan Ranjbagovernmentand UNHCR of- campaign has prevented their

sentenced to four months iRy 4 Hyssein Moslem. ficials. IFIR-Greece Repre- deportation so far. The IFIR
prison for staging a sit-in at sentative, Suresh Naurasi, alsgalls on all concerned indi-
the United Nations HighComypir condemns the Greekmet with the Greek Minister viduals, progressive

missioner for Refugeegyoyernment’simprisonment of Justice to request interven-organisations and institutions
(UNHCRY)in Athens, GreeCeang torture of asylum seekersion in this matter. The Min- to condemn the Greek
are atrisk of being deported iy have fled one of the mostister agreed to raise the mattegovernment’s action, demand
Iran. The 11 were demandpyta| regimes to seek protec-in parliament. Moreover, IFIR their immediate release, and
ing resettiementto asafe thirgly from torture and perse- branches in Germany (Frank-transfer to safe third country.
FOU'W_tWa”dDVOteCt'O”- Whilection. The IFIR holds the furt, Essen, Koln and Send protest letters to: Greek
in prison, the asylum seekergreek government and theHanover), London, UK, Prime Minister's Office:
have Peentoftured and giveyNHCR accountable for their Sydney, Australia and mail@primeminister.giThe
electric shocks. The elevellyeg and safety. In order toStockholm, Sweden areGreek Mission to the UN:
are: Saeed Shokrani, Norug eyent their deportation andorganising demonstrations atmission.greece @itu.cihe
Sharifi, Khaled Moradi, gefend their right to asylum, Greek embassies and consuNHCR Office in Greece:
Mahmoud Mahmoudi, Ismailig|R has initiated an interna- lates on April 17 and 18 to great@unhcr.ch UNHCR
Moniry, Daryoush Javaditional campaign. Many indi- demandtheirreleaseandrighti e ad quarters :
Bara, Mohammad Hamrangyiqyals and organisations haveo asylum. HQAOQ00@unhcr.ch

. . ’ . the government to grant him
Alinejad’s Deportation Prevented :gim asaresutofexen.
OnTuesday, April 3at 10am,detentioncentre. Onthe newgrganisations. The Sive protests, in a stopover in
Akbar Alinejad, an Iranian of Alinejad’s deportation or- organisations inundated théVialaysia, Alinejad’s deporta-
asylumseekerwastakenfrongler, the IFIR - Australia Australian authorities with tionorderwas revoked and he
Villawood detention centre in Branch embarked on an urphone calls, letters and faxeswas returned to Sydney. This
Australia to the airport andgent campaign to stop theThe Australian Maritime Victory further underlines the
putonthe 2pmflight bound todeportation. Kobra Bahramiworkers’ Union called on the fact that when IFIR, progres-
Iran, despite conditionsin Iranand Arsalan Nazeri, IFIR of- Australian Immigration Min- Sive organisations and the
and his well-founded fear officials, began an immediatejster to stop the deportationlabourmovementjoin forces
persecution. Alinejad hadcampaign, contacting tradeand the Australian Manufac-they can stop deportations in
spent 27 monthsin Villawood unions, Left and progressiveturing Workers’ Union urged mid-air.
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IFIR moves to Prevent Stoning Death

On April 10, the Australian rogime? think the feelings we all getthe size of the stone thathas to
Broadcasting Corporation’s areindescribable. be used in her stoning.
Lateline program interviewed \j ARy AM NAMAZIE: Any It specifies that the stones

Maryam Namazie, the execuyman being living anywhere She herself fainted when sheshouldn’t be so large so as it
tive director of the Interna- j, the world, irrespective of heard the final verdict of herwould cause immediate death
tional Federation of Iranian \yhat country they come fromstoning. She’s obviouslyinaand should not be too small
Refugees, about its 0ppOSiypy where they live, | think state that'sindescribable. Shéike pebbles thatitwon'tcause
tionto the planned stoning ofiney have a responsibility tohas children and is a humarenough pain. We're talking
Maryam Ayoobi and Iranian o556 this stoning... If webeing who will be killed in a about a system that specifies
asylum seekers. The livecan get human rightsmost tortuous method. I'mthe size of stone that should be
broadcastrecei\_/ed much SUPgrganisations, trade unionssure she’s very pained andised, that allows the stoning
port for Ayoobi's case. A nrogressive organisations andlesperate. I'm sure, like soof women and men to death,
summary of the interview is st regular people, writing many others who have facedhathangs people in public by
as follows. petitions, writing letters to the violations and have been savedranes on a regular basis. So
o Islamic Republic’s embassiesdy public opinion and pres-we canimagine her conditions
TONY JONES: I'm joined i, their countries and talkingSure, she is hoping for ourright now, and the fact that
now from our London studio 51,4t to their neighbours, inintervention. In fact, our in- she’s basically in an incred-
by Maryam Namazie, theheir schools and communi-tervention is her only hopeibly desperate situation.
executive director of the '”'ties, there is a way ofand her last chance.
ternational Federation Of”a'galvanising just - TONY JONES: We know
nian Refugees. You've beenynggh pressure to be there’s agrowing international
involvedin campaignslike this e 16 stop her ston- protestmovement aboutthese
before to apply pressure tGng iystasin 1997 we forms of barbarity. Are
the Iranian Government. Do women inside Iran able to

they listen to them? make any form of protest?

were able to stop theli'f
stoning of another,
woman.

MARYAM NAMAZIE, IN-
TERNATIONALFEDERA- TONY JONES: Is
TION OF IRANIAN REFU-

MARYAM NAMAZIE: As
you said, the Islamic Republic

there any way of of [ranis arepressive regime.

GEES: Well, yes, we'vebeeng,  qing the state of Political opposition, human
involved inmany campaigns, ming of Maryam | rights groups are completely
given the nature ofthe |ran|anAy0ubi? Sheis obvi- ! banned inthat Country_ Any-
Government. In fact, | think e

thing that's not linked to the
regime is not allowed to oper-
ate. But, despite the repres-

) " ously behind bars. Is
any government, 'nCIUd'ngthere any way of
one as barbaric and brutal aﬁnowing how she's ——

S
L.

the Islamic Republic of Iran, fee|ing leading up to this ex- sion and despite a system,
does listento public pressuregtion? TONY JONES: What sort of which interferes and inter-
and international public pres- conditions is she being heldvenes in every aspect of
sure has had an impact beg ARyAMNAMAZIE: 'm  under at the moment? people’s lives, women and
fore, and we're hoping thatg,re her feelings are inde- men proteston aregular basis.
wewillbe able tosave Maryamgripaple. In the same wayMARYAM NAMAZIE: | Forexample, ifyoulookatthe
Ayoubi'slife. that for us, for any of us, think, you know, [the condi- case of Zoleykhah Kadkhoda

whether we've ever been tations of the] Islamic Republic - the stoning case | mentioned
TONY JONES: How hard a1 or not, hearing a situationof Iran’s prisons are clear...earlier - she was a 20-plus
will that be, do you think? g, asthisin the 21st centuryy here is no real justice in thawoman who was ... being
Howmuchpressure will there\yhere people are buried incountry. Islamic justice, for stoned and, in the process of
have to be on the Iranianyii-hes and stoned to death,@xample, even specifies ...her stoning, the residents of
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IFIR moves to Pre- kindofregime? husband’s permissions. Girldbakers’ union. He's been in
Stoning Death from the age of nine are conprison for the past eight
vent Stoning Deatn, MARYAMNAMAZIE:Most  sidered old enough to be marmonths. His medical condi-
from page 2 definitely... Since the estab-ried. Sowe’re talking about ation is extremely bad, given
the city of Bukan in Iranian lishment of the Islamic Re-system of complete sexuahe’slostonekidneyasaresult
Kurdistan opposed her stonpublic of Iran, Iranians haveapartheid, where forexamplepf the torture he’s seen and
ing, resisted it and managedeen one ofthe top nationaliwomen have separate enhisotherkidneyisfailing. This
to save [her life] - both be-ties applying for asylum trances to go into Govern-is the condition that people
cause of international presworldwide. Currently they're mentbuildings and public ser-are fleeing from. They're not
sure as well because of proone of the largest. The reavices. They have to sit at thebogus. Of course, everybody’s
tests of residents in that city SOns they're fleeing are realback of the bus. And theseeking a better life but, pri-
Soit's something that's hap-The reasons they're fleeingabsurdity of it - even the marily, Iranians are seeking
pening both outside the counare extremely real. AndCaspian Sea is divided by asafety and protection from
try as well as inside the counMaryam Ayoubi’s case is just curtain so that men and womeithe persecution that they face
try. one instance. We're talkingdon’t swim together. Thisisevery day in the Islamic re-
about a Government that enthe situation people are flee-gime.
TONY JONES: We know forces women'’s veil. You ingfrom-conditions where if
that the largest number ofdon’t even have the right toyou oppose the GovernmentJolistento the interview with
asylum seekers in Europe aréhoose whatyouwear. Peoplé you're aworkerwho’s pro- Namazie and Maryam
now coming fromIran. We're are flogged for attending atesting because you haven'Kousha, coordinator of the
also seeing asylum seekergew year party, listening toreceived wages for severalnternational Campaign in
from Iran in Australia. Do music, dancing with the op-months or you're trying to Defense of Women'’s Rights
you think those people by andPosite sex. These are bannedrganise, [you face persecuin Iran, go towww.abc.net.au/
large are running from thes@Vomen don’t have the righttion]. There’s an example oflateline.
sort of conditions from this to travel or work withouttheir a man who is a leader of the

Save Maryam Ayoobi from Death by Stoning

khatami@president,imfo@iranembassiyam iran@un.infiranemb@salamiran.gr

My organisation / | condemn(s) the Islamic Republic of Iran for its crimes against humanity; demang(s) the
immediate freedom of Maryam Ayoobi and the annulment of her sentence of death by stoning and an ijmmediat
ban on stoning. My organisation /| support millions of women in Iran and abroad in their struggle for fleedom
and a secular state.

Signed, Name, Organisation, E-mail, Address, Date

CC:ifir@ukonline.co.uk

IFIR Organised or Supported Public Meetings / Demonstratipns

* April 17, demonstrations against the deportations of 11 Iranian asylum seekers from Greece in Frankfuyt, Essel
Koln and Hanover.
* April 18, demonstrations against the deportations of 11 Iranian asylum seekers from Greece in Lonfdon, UK
(1-2pm, Holland Park), Stockholm, Sweden and Sydney, Australia at Greek Embassies.
* April 19, 7:30pm, Public Meeting: In defence of asylum seekers and against racism in the upcoming UK
Elections. Speakers: Sam Azad, IFIR-UK; Mike Taylor, Bristol NUJ; Lee Jasper, Advisor to London Mayor
and BRAMU union representative in Birmingham.

* April 28, March in Birmingham for asylum rights. Assemble at 11:30am at Aston Library (corner of
Witton/Albert Road). Maryam Namazie, IFIR Executive Director will be speaking at the rally.
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Deportations from the UKGolbaghi Koukia must Stay in Canada

The IFIR- UK’s intervention daughter - once in 1998 andThe IFIR — Canada hasunions and organisations
prevented the deportation ofnen againin 1999. He is nowdNitiated several actionsin have demanded thatthe fam-
Yadaullah Jafari  from j ganger ofbeing removed tod€f€NCe of Iranian asylumily be granted asylum.

i ' seekers to be deported thccording to Homa
F e;athrowaqut |1n2L02n0d001n Germany where he would, - ) including onpbehalf Arjomand,gSpokesperson
0 lran on April 1z, ' certainly be deportedtolran.o ¢ padram Golbaghi for the IFIR- Canada

Jafari contacted the_IFIR-UK Koukia and his partner Branch, the IFIR-Toronto
Branch at 10am to inform usg g political activist opposed Rozita Ziaee who have aBranch and the Parkdale
that he was to be deported & the Iranian regime, Jasirserious and well-founded Community Legal Services
8pm that day. Several hourgces a threat to his life orfear of persecution basedeactivated Educational
before his deportation, IFIR-|inerty if returned to Iran. on their political activi- Actsection 21(1)(a) which
UK managed to rescue him.The |nternational Federationti€s against the Islamic re_-St(:l'[(i‘Sf a SCBOQ| b_oardfmay
: of Iranian Refugees - UK 9ime and because of theinotrefuse admission of any

The Branch is currently g¢fice  calls gon ol Present activities againstchild underthe age of eigh-
working to prevent the de'humanitarian and Iabourthelranlan governmentinteen to an glementary or
portation ofAliMohammad o . Canada. The family werehigh school,’ thoughithad

Jasir, an asylum seeker frony 22nisations to join Or‘]” to have been deported inbeen frozeriTo support the
Iran, who was detained after- 2 'P219n to stop the pecember butinstead wentamily send letters of protest
avisitto the UK Home Office 3€POrtation to Iran orinto hiding. Their child to Elinor Caplan, Minister of

.. Germany of AliMohammad was prohibited from at- cijj . Lo

on March 29, 2001. Heisin.. .. ! ) P Citizenship and immigration
q f demortation o G Jasir and his family. The tending school. Asaresult
angerotaeportationtoery o o riation of Jasir is of IFIR-Canada’s cam-

demanding that they be
: ranted asylum and thattheir
many and then to Iran. equivalent to his being Paign, numerous traded y
condemned to imprisonment,

deportation be stopped.
Jasiris apolitical activistwho torture and even execution by

took partin asit-in by Iranian : . :
refugees in Turkey in 1995’the Islamic regime in 'Ta“- STOP
We call for the immediate

andayearlatersoughtasylum, ..o of Jasir from DEPORTATIONS AND

in Germany, which Was re- e ion, the dropping of all

fused after two years. Jasui :

. he charges and a review of D ETE NTIO N
recently soughtasyluminthe, . .
UK, together with his wifeehls asylum application on the

. " basis of his well-founded fear
Behnaz Malaki and thelrof persecution. NOW

D efe n d M | ke Tayl O l' lic galleries overflowed asrefu- Civil rights solicitor Jim Nichol

. . : : ees, humanrights campaignis usi i ‘ i

The IFIR is calling on its Amanj Gafor from deporta- gr includin f? mIFIRI-DUIg 1s_us,|ngArt|cIe2‘ the Rightto

members and supporters tgion and subsequent execue S, Including iro . Life’, Article 10 ‘the Rightto
Branch and trade union del-Assemble’ and Article 11 ‘the

picket Uxbridge Magi_stratt_eSf[ion in Irag. After being re- egations packed in to hear theRight to Freedom of Expres-
Court at 9am qn April 17 in Je_cted by 6 Europe_an COUNase. Magistrates ruled thatsion’ ofthe new Human Rights
de_fence of Bristol teachertrles because Iraq is Cons'd'airport by-laws forbid dem- Actto defend the rights of the
Michael Taylor whose trial ered a ‘safe haven’ (even

: : . nstrations stating thatdeported refugee. More in-
will setanimportant new pre- (i)-l - ; . . .
P pre-thoughhis father was executeq jo oy is the world's larg- formation onthe caseis avail-

ﬁigqe:; r{g{] tgli\r?lthr(-lzgl? It<s _?25_ tshfriii)oA}:Tr]::ijah;S d?:r\]’s\lsgsggst and busiest airport’ andable online at both the Bristol
| : p that ‘there are issues of publicDefend Asylum Seekers Cam-
or was arrested and chargedoned in a Nuremburg Men- gt and anti-terrorist mea-paign  website: http://
with ‘refusal to ngve the air- tal Hospital in Germany and sures involved’. The prohibi- \F/)VW\?V geocities cc-)m/bdésc/
gggtrgggnoggnagﬁggf gforg_ awaits removaltoIrag. o could have serious conse-and at the website of the Na-
quences for industrial actiontional Coalition of Anti-De-

_erty atHeathrowIastAugustAtthe_Iast hearing on April 6, j - property owned by the portation Campaignéttp://
in an attempt to save 34 yeathe trial was moved to 1:heBI‘i'[iSh Airports Authority. www.ndadc.org.uk/

old, Kurdish asylum seekerlargest courtroom when pub-
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Internatlonal Refugee News

* Arrests freight shuttle terminal. Thewho entered Mexico squads are to be established
Police arrested nineman, who was notidentified,‘illegally.” They were by the UK Home Office to
Ukrainians at a bus terminahad apparently been trying tadetained near the Caribbeafound up ‘immigration
for trying to enter Portugalmake his way to Britain border with Belize, were offenders.” A confidential
‘illegally.” Portugal is before dawn viathe Channeturned over to Immigration Home Office document
currently documentingTunnel when he wasofficials in Mexico City and details plans by Jack Straw,
thousands of ‘illegal’ accidentally electrocuted.were likely to be deportedthe home secretary, to
immigrants, mainly from Thousands try to reachback to Iraq. (The establish arrest teams of 16
Africa and Eastern EuropeBritain via the tunnel. More Associated Press, April 10,immigration officers each to
who are needed to meet thian 1,000 people are caugh2001) track down ‘illegal
demand for workers,each month, according to(The Daily Telegraph (U.K.), immigrants’ and those whose
especially in the boomingofficials. Two months ago, April 11, 2001) Immigration asylum applications have
construction industry. Thean ‘illegal immigrant’ was officials are drawing up plansbeen turned down. At least
government estimates therkilled after apparently beingto lease aircraft to speed ug0 teams will be set up with
are up to 40,000 ‘illegal’hit by a train near thethe deportation of ‘failed’ powers to arrest and deport
immigrants in Portugal. (Theunderwater tunnel’s loadingasylum seekers from Britain.individuals once any judicial
Associated Press, April Sterminal for trucks. (The The immigration service hasprocess is complete. (The
2001) Associated Press, April 12,been seta 12-month target tdimes (U.K.), April 8, 2001)
Thirteen Asians were2001) remove 30,000 people who Asylum seekers in
arrested 5 April at Osaka por(The Mirror (U.K.), April 2, have been refused asylum irSouth Africa face arrest and
on suspicion of illegal entry2001) The lump on the beactBritain. Planes are now beingdeportation if they fail to meet
into Japan. Police discovereth Spain could have been ahartered on a regular basighe “unrealistic deadline” of
the 13 hiding intwo containerpiece of driftwood but the with four trips in the past acquiring new permits by
on a wharf of the port andifeless flotsam on the whitemonth. A Home Office April 30. Between 19,000
arrestedthemastheywerenetainds is the debris ofspokesman said immigrationand 20,000 refugees were
carrying passports, in violadesperation. It is the bodyofficials were considering seeking asylum in South
tion of the Immigration Con-of a young woman washedeasing aircraft. Africa. The Department of
troland Refugee-Recognitiorup on a Spanish beach - the Police arrested threeHome Affairs has ordered all
Law. (Kyodo News Service latest victim of a voyage of Pakistani men allegedlyasylum-seekers to obtain, by
April 5,2001) hope which so often ends irholding nine ‘illegal the end of the month, Section
Police detained 40il- tragedy. No one will everimmigrants’ and demanding22 permits under the 1998
legal immigrants’ who wereknow her name, or where shgpayment from their relatives Refugee Act, which replaces
hiddenin a cellar in Slovakiacame from. Her family, in all for smuggling them into the 1991 Aliens Control Act.
The refugees, 39 from Af-probability, will never know Greece. The five Indian andf asylum-seekers do not
ghanistan and one from Iragwhat became of her. Thefour Pakistani men, all agedchange their permits they face
failed to produce identifica-nameless woman was one dbetween 23 and 32 had beefines, arrest or deportation
tion papers when they werdour bodies washed ashore oheld for four days after beingunless they can prove “just
picked up. Slovakia and othethe Andalucian coast astransported to Athenscause” for their failure to do
countries of Central and Eastaundreds cross the Straits obverland from Turkey. They so. (Agence France Presse,
ern Europe often serve astraiGibraltar in a vain attempt towere found in the basemeniApril 9, 2001)
sit counties for ‘illegal immi- escape the misery of theirof a house in a northern Turkish security
grants’ who hope to make it thhomelands. Three weeks agothens suburb. They hadforces have captured some
Western Europe. (The Assoi0 bodies were washedsuffered some bruises. Thes0o0 ‘illegal immigrants’ as
ciated Press, April 4,2001) ashore onto the coast ahine immigrants are expectecbne of the ships carrying them

Tarifa. to be deported for entering thao Greece ran into trouble off

* Deaths country illegally. (The Turkey’'s Aegean coast.
An'illegal immigrant’ * Deportation Associated Press, April 10,Those aboard included 120

was electrocuted by a cable Immigration officials 2001) Turkish nationals as well as

near the Channel Tunnel'have arrested seven Iraqgis Special  snatch |ragis, Moroccans and
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Nigerians. A number of themCommission for Human Free the Refugees Campaigirampage’ at a remote
were children. (AgenceRights. The commission isspokesman Arsalan Nazariamletention centre. It was the
France Presse, April 8, 2001holding its annual six-week[also IFIR activist] said second ‘riot’ at a camp in a
Immigrants who facemeeting in Geneva. Mspeople were resorting toweek and refugee support
deportation from the USRodriguez complains thatextreme action because thegroups warned more protests
because they have pleade@anada often keeps migrantwere being subjected towere being planned.
guilty to a felony may in detention for long periods“inhuman and traumatising Immigration Minister Philip
withdraw that plea if they carof time, pending decisionsconditions”. (The Sydney Ruddock introduced
show that their lawyersabout their fate. She says thidorning Herald, April 9, legislation to beef up security
misrepresented theircauses them to suffer from2001) at the camps by allowing strip
likelihood of being expelledfeelings of uncertainty, Australian searches of detainees.
from the country, thedepression, loss of freedonimmigration Minister Philip Australia’s immigration
California Supreme Courtand the shame of having tdRuddock said there was ngoolicies are beginning to
ruled. Four of the state higlwear handcuffs. (Radioneed for an inquiry into theattract more violent and
court’s seven justices decide@anada International (viaadministration of his desperate protests. On
that immigrants are notBBC), April 12, 2001) department’s detentionMonday, a Pakistani man set
adequately protected simply Australia defended centres, despite recent riotinghimself on fire in front of
because California judges args handling of ‘illegal Last week, rioters torchedparliamentin Canberra after
required to tell them that dmmigrants’ seeking asylumbuildings at the Curtin his wife and three daughters
guilty plea could result in theirdespite a growing number ofdetention centre in Westerrwere denied immigration
deportation if they are notriots at its remote detentionAustralia. (Associated Pressyisas. He is in critical
United States citizens. (Losentres and protests fromApril 9, 2001) condition in hospital. On
Angeles Times, April 3, 2001)human  rights groups. According to Lord Thursday last week, about
The ‘illegal Australia locks away asylumBassam of Brighton: Nation- 40 detainees at Curtin turned
immigrants’ who created aseekers in remote, privatelyality is a factor, although nothomemade weapons against
‘commotion’ before escapingrun outback detention campghe only factor, in deciding staff in protest against three
into the jungle while being ledwhile their requests for whether a case is suitable foother detainees being sent
out of the Lenggeng detentiomefugee status are processeg@onsideration at Oakingtonback to the Middle East. That
centre for deportation inMany are then sent home[detentioncentre], asthe counriot ended peacefully.
Malaysia will be charged withAbout 200 protesterstry of origin has a bearing onAustralia’s  policy of
rioting. The 12 ‘illegals’ gathered outside thethe likely complexity of the mandatory detention for
(seven Indian nationals and/illawood detention centre.claim. The nationalities cur-illegal immigrants has been
five Bangladeshis) had beeMany waved to family rently considered potentiallywidely criticised by human
re-arrested. A manhunt fomembers inside the camp anguitable for Oakington are;rights groups, with cramped
the remaining 19 escapees, allaved banners includingAlbania, Bangladesh, Bolivia, conditions and long periods
males, have been intensifietFree the Refugees” andBrazil, Cameroon, China, of detention raising tension in
with the deployment of‘Lock Ruddock Up.” IvoryCoast(temporarilysus-the mostly outback camps.
tracker dogs. (New StraitsAustralia is examining tough pended), Czech Republic(Reuters, April 5, 2001)
Times (Malaysia), April 2, new laws to deal with Estonia, Ghana, Hungary
2001) detained asylum seekerslndia, Iraq, Kenya, Latvia,
(Reuters, April 9, 2001) Lithuania, Nigeria, Pakistan,
* Detention The Australian Poland, Romania, Slovakia
A report preparedimmigration  Minister, Slovenia, Tanzania. Ukraine
for the United NationsRuddock, has claimed thatJganda, Federal Republico
criticizes Canada’s treatmentonditions in refugee Yugoslavia, Zimbabwe.
of migrants and the conditionsletention centres are bettetHansard, House of Lords, ¢
of their detention. The UN'sthan in many Australian Apr 2001: Asylum Seekers:
special investigator on thénomes. A group of about 50Detention at Oakington)
rights of migrants, Gabrielapeople demonstrated at Australian
Rodriguez Pizarro, submitted/illawood Detention Centre immigration authorities on
the report for thein south-west SydneyThursday sought toughe
consideration of the 53-yesterday to highlight thepolicing powers after 200
member ~ UN  High plight of asylum seekers.asylum seekers went on §




7 Hambastegi 101, April 16, 2001

Tear gas was used tdepartment officials abruptly three  months, but thecreation of a separate asylum
break up a riot at Curtinreversed themselves and deauthorities have not taken anjind integration centre. The
Detention Centre in Australia.clared thathe could go free, asteps to produce them imigid quotas for immigrants
(The Australian Associatediong as he wentonto Canadagourt. (The Sri Lanka Dailyshould be replaced with more
Press, April 5, 2001) (The San Jose Mercury NewsNews, April 3, 2001) flexible regulations. (Die

Australian April4,2001) Australia’s treatmentpPresse, Vienna (via BBC),
Immigration Minister Philip In December, the US of asylum seekers wag\pril 12, 2001)

Ruddock warned ‘illegal Immigration and appalling and the subject of The Russian govern-
migrants’ that rioting will not Naturalization Service Miami international condemnationment has approved rules for
help them to stay in thedistrict transferred 90 womensaid Senator Meg Lees thgranting temporary asylumon
country. The warning cameput of the Krome Service Australian Democrats leadethe territory of the Russian
after about 200 inmates atth@rocessing Center amidsaid. “Ithinkit's disgraceful, Federation. The decision is to
Curtin detention centre, neasllegations that guards hadthe way in which people arée taken by the local bodies of
Derby, in Western Australia'ssexually abused femalebeing treated when they comghe Ministry for Federation

far north, wenton arampagedetainees. At the time,here for asylum, havingAffairsand Nationalities. Asy-

(Agence France Presse, Apribfficials said the transfers toalready suffered traumajum can be granted forupto 12
5,2001) the Turner Guilford Knight often torture, where in theiimonths. It can be prolonged

(The Sydney Correctional Centre wereown countries they are nofor another year by decision of
Morning Herald, April 5, intended to protect the safe.”“We have to remembethe local body responsible for
2001) A manwho attemptedvomen and prevent morethat the majority of thosemigration issues. (RIA news
to hang himself at the Curtingbuse. Now, with the people coming in, fromagency, Moscow (via BBC),
detention centre in Australiawomen gone, comes a fresttountries like Afghanistan, arezpril 12, 2001)
was cut down and beaten fogexual abuse claim from agoing to be found to be The amendment to
“hours” by Australasian male detainee who says thagenuine refugees,” she saighe Czech asylum law, which
Correctional Managementa male Krome employee (The Australian Associatedvas approved by the govern-
staff, according to allegationspressured him for sex in Press, April 3, 2001) ment, should tighten up and
in a confidential draft reportexchange for help getting him A group of 12 speed up clearing of applica-
prepared for the Humanreleased from detention.Afghans being held in antions for asylum and ‘prevent
Rights and Equal Opportunity(The Fort Lauderdale Sun-Australian immigration misuse’ ofthisright. Itwill also
Commission. The report als@sentinel, April 3, 2001) detention camp havesnable courtsto check on asy-
details verbal abuse and Over 160 remand threatened to kill themselvedum procedures. A refugee
beatings alleged to have beeprisoners at the Negombopossibly by self-immolation,will be able to ask for asylum
performed by the staff at theprison in Sri Lanka staged arather than be sent home, within seven days from the
centre in Western Australia. protest campaign on top ofrefugee support group saicate when he/she was informed

Ponnampalamthe prison roof demanding The threat comes a day aftefbout this possibility. (CTK
Kailasapillaifled SriLankain that they be produced beforea Pakistani man, whose wif@iews agency (via BBC), April
September 1996 and hoped te Magistrate or be releasedand three daughters werg, 2001)
join his brother, who earlieron bail. These prisoners aredenied Australian immigration The executive body
had found safety in Canada.deportees’ mostly from Vvisas, set himself alight inof the European Union has
Butwhen Kailasapillai stoppedEuropean countries who werefront of the Australian adopted a proposal setting out
to change planes at Dullesipprehended while parliament in Canberraminimum standards for the
International Airportoutside attempting to gain illegal (Reuters, April 3,2001)  reception of asylumapplicants
Washington, D.C.,immigra-entry. They are being in member states. Under the
tion officials detected that hisremanded pending * Legislation / Laws proposal, all EU members
passport was not his owninvestigationsUnder the Austria’s Interior would be obliged to provide
Suddenly, he found himselfpresent law such prisonersMinister Ernst Strassefasylum seekers. Thatimplies
caught in the United Stategan be keptin remand prisordrafted a  four-pointaminimum level of assistance
asylum system. He would rewithout bail for up to three programme for a new asylumhousing and health care - and
main stuck in that systemmonths until investigations and immigration policy. access to the job market after
held in one Virginia jail after are over. Some of theStrasser wants the EU tgix months. Under the pro-
another, for the next 54prisoners who participated inadopt uniform minimum posal, EU members will be
months. He was kept in jailthe protest claimed that theystandards ~ for asylumable to reduce or withdraw the
until Thursday, when Justicenave been in remand for overprocedures and he plans thgipportwhen applicants dem-
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onstrate they are not seriouseekers were subsidisingracker dogs. (New Straitsclaims.” She added: “We

about the asylum procedurgnajor supermarkets, Times (Malaysia), April 2, have to remove the reason
orwhen their behavior makesaccording to Mr Morris. 2001) people are drawn to Britain.
continuing the reception pro-‘But as a matter of social A 35-year-old The pullatthe momentis that

cess unreasonable. Théustice we say when peoplgranian man stripped nakedf you get to the UK you can
Commission’s proposal isare fleeing persecution theyin the Dutch parliament ondisappear. We want to set
linked to an earlier proposalshould be treated fairly.” Tuesday to draw attention taup Secure reception centres
for minimum standards on(Press Association (U.K.),the Netherlands’ refugeefor all those claiming asylum.

procedures for granting andApril 9, 2001) policy. “You are killers,”the That would send out a
withdrawing refugee status, man shouted in English as héleterrent message that you
adopted last fall. That pro-* Protests ran along the public balconycannot come to Britain and
posal currently is under study About 200 ofthe lower house in full view simply disappear. For the

by the member states. (Thegrotesters gathered outsidef television cameras, banginggenuine asylum seekers we
Associated Press, April 4,the Villawood detention awooden railing with his fist. could provide a proper

2001) centre in Australia. Many Parliament adjourned forresettlement package of social
waved to family membersseveral minutes while services support, language
* | iving Conditions inside the camp and wavedsecurity officers removed thehelp and education.” (The

A Red Cross refugeebanners including “Free theman, whom a parliamentDaily Telegraph (U.K.), April
centre near Calais, France d&kefugees” and “Lock spokeswoman said had bee#3, 2001)
Sangatte is regarded as aRuddock Up.” Australiais a ‘illegal alien’ in the The United Nations’
unofficial waiting room for examining tough new laws toNetherlands for the pastspecial rapporteur on
the thousands of people whéleal with detained asylumseven years. The man saigontemporary forms of
attempt the illegal crossingseekers. (Reuters, April 9 his action was designed tgacism, racial discrimination

each month intending to seelk001) demand “freedom for and xenophobia Maurice
asylum in Britain. It was A group foreigners.” (April 3, Reuters) Glele-Ahanhanzo will visit
opened in 1999, has 700 beddemonstrated at Villawood On Tuesday, April 3 Australia to look at

and 16,000 people passe®etention Centre in south-at 10am, Akbar Alinejad, angovernment policies and
through it in its first year of west Sydney yesterday tdranian asylum seeker wasqual rights and opportunity
operation. Most are believedhighlight the plight of asylum taken from Villawood deten- measures aimed at indigenous
to have entered Britainseekers. Free the Refugeegon centre in Australia to the Australians and people from
illegally. (The Daily Campaign spokesmanaijrport and put on the 2pmculturally-diverse
Telegraph (U.K.), April 13, Arsalan Nazarian [alsS&IR flight bound to Iran, despite backgrounds. (The
2001) activist] said people wereconditionsinlranand hiswell- Australian Associated Press,
Ministers should resorting to extreme actionfounded fear of persecution April 12, 2001)

replace the voucher systenfpecause they were beinglinejad had spent27 months Alocal authority has
introduced for asylum subjected to “inhuman andin Villawood detention cen- launched an information
seekers, said Bill Morris, headtraumatising conditions”. tre. As a result of extensiveoffensive to counter
of the Transport and Genera(The Sydney Morning protests, in a stopover inpropaganda peddled by
Workers, a year after theHerald, April 9, 2001) Malaysia, Alinejad’s depor- extremists opposed to asylum
controversial scheme was The ‘illegal tation order was revoked andseekers. East Renfrewshire
introduced. The policy immigrants’ who created ahe was returned to SydneyCouncil has reassured
means those waiting to learricommotion’ before escaping (International Federation ofresidents on an estate which
whether they can live inintothe jungle while being led [ranian Refugees, April 4, was targeted by the National

Britain receive benefits in outof the Lenggeng detentiorp001) Front and has sent a special
vouchers rather than cashcentre for deportation in newsletter countering claims
But the scheme was costlyMalaysia will be charged with * Racism / Fascism from a leaflet, distributed by
and wrong. “It stigmatisesrioting. The 12 ‘illegals’ Ann Widdecombe, the National Front, that a

the people who receive it. It(seven Indian nationals andhe UK shadow home “flood tide of bogus asylum

marks them out, it has led tdive Bangladeshis) had beersecretary, said the existencéeekers” was set to swamp
a lot of attacks on asylumre-arrested. A manhunt forof Sangatte in France showedhe area. The social inclusion
seekers,” he said. It had alsthe remaining 19 escapees, athat Europe was not preparednanager for the council, said
led to the “impossible males, have been intensifiedo help Britain deal with the residents  were more
situation” where asylumwith the deployment of problem of ‘false asylum concerned that refugees
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would be poorly housed tharopening mail coming into immigrants.” The Home Sec-of origin”. In her opinion, “the
they were about any potentialCanada has been rejected bigtary, Jack Straw, said yes\West must take responsibility
damage to the localthe Immigration Department.terday thatpenalties of £2,00Gor the creation of refugees”.
community if they stayed. (The Canadian Press, AprilPer ‘illegal entrant’ had re- (The Independent (U.K.),
(The Scotsman, April 3,13, 2001) duced human trafficking atApril 3, 2001)
2001) A US federal judge Channel ports by 42 per cent A boat with 447
The Council of in Fort Worth did not abusein the space of a year. Thdraqi Kurds going to Italy ran
Europe’s racism commissionhis discretion in sentencing deduction is partly due to theaground on an island near
said it was deeply concernedt1-year-old man to 20 yearg’ntroduction of carbon-diox- Athens in rough seas after
about Austria’s “use of racistin prison for illegally entering ide testing of vehicles by offi- being pursued by the Greek
and xenophobic propagandéhe United States aftercialsin Calais and checks careoast guard. About 50 of the
in politics’ and complained deportation, a federal appeal§ied out by staff on board'illegal immigrants’ were
current legislation was courtruled. (The Fort Worth P&O StenaLineferries. (Thebeing taken to a hospital,
insufficient to combat Star-Telegram, April 12, Independent (U.K.), April 4, while the rest were heading
xenophobia and 2001) 2001) to sports and municipal
discrimination. It also said An  Indonesian A Pakistani man, facilities on the island, where
that in Britain racism wasfishing boat with 84 Shuharyar Kiyani, dousedthey would be held. Among
“particularly acute” against suspected ‘illegal immigrants’ himself with petrol and setthe passengers of the Medine
asylum seekers and refugeesiboard has been interceptefimself alightinfrontinpro- were 39 women and 40
highlighted by media nearthe Ashmore Islands offesttodelaysintrying to bringchildren. (The Associated
coverage and political Australia’s north-western his wife and children to Aus- Press, April 1, 2001)
discourse. In the five-nationcoast. The people, believedralia from Pakistan. His ini-
report, the Europeanto be of Middle Eastern tial application had been re* Women
Commission against Racisnorigin, were travelling on a 20/ected because of the costs According to
and Intolerance also detailednetre motorised fishing associated withlooking afterMaryam Namazie, Interna-
continued problems invessel and include 23his disabled daughter. Indetional Federation of Iranian
Albania, Macedonia andchildren. Twelve boatsPendent MP  Andrew Refugees,...since the estab-
Denmark. (The Associatedcarrying 1,194 illegal Theophanoussaiditwas outlishment of the Islamic Re-
Press, April 2, 2001) immigrants have beenf@geous someone had beepublic of Iran, Iranians have
detected by Customsforced to self-immolation to been one of the top nation-
* Restrictive Measures /Coastwatch so far this yeanave hisimmigration case relities applying for asylum
Militarisation of Borders compared to 16 boatsviewed. “What human rights worldwide. Currently they're
Twenty-six North carrying 1,017 people in thestandards do we have when ane of the largest. The rea-

African suspected ‘illegal same period last year. (Th&enuinerefugee’sspouseangons they're fleeing are ex-
immigrants’ were picked up Australian Associated Presschildren are given no chanceremely real. (Australian

from a boat which had beenApril 9, 2001) to flee persecution and re-Broadcasting Corporation,
adrift in the Mediterranean unite in Australia?” (The LATELINE, April 10, 2001)

for several days. They were Perry Wacker, 32, Australian Associated Press, On April 10, 2001

spotted off the coast ofwas found guilty by a jury at APril 4, 2001) Judge Van Wyke, sitting in
Andalucia, southern SpainMaidstone Crown Court of In 2000 a record York, Pennsylvania granted
They had set out from58 counts of manslaughter’6.040 asylum applicationsasylum to a Spanish Gypsy
northern Morocco. Onefor the 58 Chinese whoWere brought. According toJ.J. who had fled a 7 year
woman was hospitalised withsuffocated in his truck.the UK Immigration and abusive marriage. Inan oral
dehydration. Another 23Wacker, was also convictedNationality Directorate decision, he termed her
were arrested Wednesday asf four counts of conspiracy. (IND), over 80 per cent weresituation in her community

they tried to dock at Cala dg(The Associated Press, Aprildeclined. Frances Webber, asimilar to being “enslaved”
Rijana in the southern5, 2001) immigration law specialist, since she was not allowed to

province of Granada. The number of believesthat EUimmigrationgo out alone, could only work
(Agence France Presse, Apripeople being smuggled intd@ws are xenophobic. Thealong side her husband, was
12, 2001) Britain in cars and lorries has vast majority” of her clients, pulled out of school in the 5th

A recommendation been cut by almost half sinceshe believes, “tell genuinegrade and suffered numerous
that federal officials obtain the introduction of fines for Stories and are at grave riskncidents of physical abuse.
search warrants beforedriversfound carrying illegal if they return to their country
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AUSTRALIA W il
Kobra Bahrami

Tel: +61404865421
aus@one.net.au

AZERBAIJAN ¢y y81

Baku Clandestine Officgs'y
Khosro Mohebbi

PO Box 246

Baku 370,000 Centre

Tel: +99450 3246259

BELGIUM K T
BrusselsOffice  JwSgy
Hossein Pesh Ehsan
P.B.1032

Bruxelles 1000, Belgium
Tel:0478904 163

E-mail: Hossein@freegates.l

CANADA fovls
National Toronto Office
Siamak Amjadi <95
1052 Pape Avenue
P.O.Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 373
Tel: +1416-526-1027
siamak_amjadi@yahoo.ca

Homa Arjomand
1052 Pape Avenue
P.0.Box 60087
Toronto, ONT. M4K 3Z3

Tel: +1416-526-1027
homa_arjomand@hotmail.co

199599

$y9

Vancouver Office
Fahimeh Sadeghi
POBo0x19640
Vancouver BCV5T4E7
Tel: +1604 727-8986
Fax:+1604727-0049
federationbc@yahoo.com
London Office  guJ
Masood Alvand
POBo0x 35131

London, ONN5W 5Z6
Tel:+1519681-7826
Hours: M, W and F
m_alvand@yahoo.com

Ottawa Office 1961
Davood Aram
New Comer Center

218 Argyle St., Room B6
Ottawa, ON K2P 2H4

Tel: +1613-232-9634 ext. 448
Fax: +1613-232-3660
d_aram@hotmail.com

DENMARK 5 Lifs
Mahmoud Gasvini
Postboks 1234

2300 Kobehhavn S
Denmark

Tel: +4520493098
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk

MBerlin Office

CONTACT ADDRESSES

FOR IFIR OFFICES AND MEMBER ORGANISATIONS
Cgmidd gas Slik)lw 9 HUS U ki G (3ali g lgwoT

ENGLAND ¢y Gl Sf

London Office o
Saeed Arman

BM Box 1919

London WCIN 3XX
England

Tel: +44 7931866985
ifruk@yahoo.com

FINLAND &M
National Vassa Office

Amir Tavakoli wig
VPN Postrestante
65320 Vaasa

Tel: +358405821776
tavakoli@hotmail.com

Jyvaskyla Office  ASwig>
Jamal Heydari

ePL403

40101 Jyvaskyla

Tampere Office
Abdol Golparian
Postrestante
33560 Tampere

ol

GERMANY  ytof

National Office

Nasrin Ramazanali

IFIR, Postfach 1947
25409 Pinneberg
Hamburg
Nyosefi27@aol.com
Mobil: +4901791003423

NS
Mohsen Satvati
IFIR, Postfach 650149
13301 Berlin
Tel: +49 179290 1390

Bochum Office  pg>g¢
VidaBarati

Postfach 150129
44613 Herne

Tel: +4901737334270

E-mail: VidaBarati@aol.com

Bremen Office oy
Abdollah Cheragali

IFIR, Postfach 104460

28044 Bremen

Mobil: +49172 177 7030
Darmstadt Office & Guwo 19
Mehrnousch Musawi
Tel:+491757402582

E-mail: mehrnousch@aol.con
Dortmund Office Wigeigs
Bahram Nazarinia

IFIR, Postfach 18206

44362 Dortmund
Tel:01737334270
Essen Office
Nahid Javadinia
IFIR, Postfach 101728
45017 Essen

Tel: +491724491401
Frankfurt Office & 948319
Shahnaz Moratab

R

Eckenheimer Land Str. 93
60318 Frankfurtam Main
Tel: +49695970524
Mobile: +49172971 6227
Friday: 15:00-18:00 Hours
E-mail: Nshm44@aol.com

GiesserOffice g
Bijan Shahabi

IFIR

Bahnhof Str. 38

35390 Giessen

E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com

Goettingen Office  KiigS
Ataollah Setayesh
Postfach 2333

37013 Goettingen

E-mail: ataos@gmx.de

HagenOffice S
Amin Soleiman Negad
Postfach 0303

58003 Hagen

Tel: +491794164 651
35390 Giessen

E-mail: Bsha99@aol.com
HannoverOffice ¢y
Fatemeh Aghai

Tel: +491794164651
s.asli@planet-interkom.de

Kassel Office  Jw&
Alireza Jamali

IFIR, Mombacher Str. 12
34127 Kassel

Tel/Fax: +49561 8946 89
Hours:Mon. - Friday (16 - 18)
Fri. (15:30-19:00)
Koeln Office
Ladan Davar
Postfach 1024 31
50464 Kdin

Tel: +49221737032
E-mail: Ladann@aol.com
Mobile: +4917220934 31
Hours: Friday 16:30- 18:30

9w — Sy
Leipzig-Zwickau Office
Mehdi Giasinagad
IFIR, Postfach 101002
04010Leipzig
Mobil: 0172-47 38630

oS

Munster Office  ywigo
Niaz Gaedi

IFIR, Postfach 3866
48021 Munster

E-mail: Ngaedi@aol.com
Tel: +4917327 43686

Pleetenberg o iy

Dariush Safa
Ohlerstr. 100
Pleetenberg 58840
Tel:+49179612 1558

Wolfsburg Office  Sy9359
Josef Haddadi Shahri

Mobil: +49173-8034 318
Fax:+495361 779947
GREECE by
Surush Naurasi

P.O.Box 8120
T.K10010

Athens

Greece

Tel: +30972347071

HOLLAND KHTY
Parisa Pouyandeh

Weena straat 745p18 yuwol
3013 AL Rotterdam
Tel:0622851734
Fax:01043303002

Eindhoven Office

Fatamah Eqdami
Postbus 1312

5602 BH Eindhoven
Tel: +31627216121

RO

IRAQ v
Soleimaniyeh Office

Jus!
Erbil Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

QLY

sl F){w‘
Islamabad Clandestine Office
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

PAKISTAN

SWEDEN

National Office

Esmaeil Moloodi

IFRS,Box 11103

404 23 Goteborg

Mobile: +46 70492 0349

Tel: 704920349

E-mail: ifrs@hotmail.com
Sun.,Tue.,Thu., 18:00-20:00

905

Wigw

Korosh Khosravi
Gimo

Flykting Rdet
Box55

74702 Gimo

Tel: +46 07048567 33
0173-40383

Goteborg Office
Avat Sadeghi
IFRS,Box 11103
404 23 Goteborg
Tel: +46 739162415

S1959)

Linkoping Office S guu
Habib Moradi

IFR,Box 8001

58008 Linkdping

Malmo Office
FakhriNaderi
IFRBox 17563
20010 Malmo
Tel/Fax: +46 0406116109

sl

Stockholm Office  pleSw!
Rahim Yazdanparast
IFR,Box 1172

172 24 Sundbyberg
+46739802311

TURKEY
Clandestine Offices
Contact: IFIR Secretariat

Member Organizations
O gias Sleloilw

CHAILR. o - Syl
New York - USA

Sogand Saadat

GPO, P.O.Box 7051
New York,NY 10116

Tel: 1-212-747-1046
Fax:1-212-425-7260
chairngo@aol.com

Victoria’s Iranian-Canadian
Centre
UygiSug SOU Ll (P
Abbas Mohammadi
VICC-ICA#200
930 Balmoral Road
Victoria, BCV8T 1A8
Canada
Tel:250-388-4728
Fax: 250-386-4395
vicc22@hotmail.com

IFIR Secretariat

P.O. Box 27236
London N112ZF
England

Tel: (+44) 7730 107 337
Fax: (+44) 208 8139734

ifir@ukonline.co.uk

Secretariat
Maryam Namazie
Executive Director
Farshad Husseini
Deputy Director
Keyvan Javid, Editor,
Hambastegi Farsi
Other Members:
Siamak Amjadi
Javad Aslani
Mehrnousch Musawi
Ramin Niakan
Nasrin Ramazanali
Amir Tavakoli
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